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The invention relates to cigar lighters and 

has for its object to provide a device of this 
character comprising a supported contact. 
plate, against which the wick end of a fuel 

5 receptacle normally engages and to hingedly 
mount Said fuel receptacle at its outer lower 
end, and to provide a spring cooperating with 
the outer side of said receptacle and forming 
means for normally forcing the receptacle 

10 towards the Supported contact plate, said 
hinging to One side of the receptacle forming. 
means whereby upon breaking of the spring 
said receptacle will move by gravity to engag 
ing relation with the contact plate, thereby 

15 allowing the continued use of the device. 
A further object is to provide the lower end 

of the receptacle with a contact arm extend 
ing through an aperture in the casing and po 
sitioned whereby upon rocking of the recep 
tacle outwardly, said contact member will 20 

engage a leaf spring supported contact mem 
ber for closing a circuit and causing a wick 
to be ignited in the upper end of the recep 
tacle through a jump spark. 
A further object is to form the supported 

contact plates relatively wide whereby a 
large Sparking surface is provided and at the 
same time a surface which Will cover the en 
tire end of the bevelled wick carrying tube, 
thereby insuring the smothering of the flame 
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when the receptacle moves to inoperative po 
sition and a closure for the tube for prevent 
ing evaporation of the gasoline within the 
receptacle. 
With the above and other objects in view 

the invention resides in the combination and 
arrangement of parts as hereinafter set forth, 
shown in the drawing, described and claimed, 
it being understood that changes in the pre 
cise embodiment of the invention may be 
made within the scope of what is claimed 
without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention. 
In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the cigar 

lighter, part of the casing being broken away 
to show the ignition coil therein. 

Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical transverse 
sectional view through the upper end of the 
lighting device. 
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quently gasoline or other fuel within the re 

Figure 3 
device. n 

Referring to the drawing the numeral. 1 
designates the body of the casing, which body 
is provided with a top 2, preferably formed 
from insulating material, for instance wood. 
Extending upwardly from the upper side of 
the top 2 is a tubular member 3, on the upper 
end of which is secured by means of a screw 4, 
a contact plate 5, which contact plate inclines 
upwardly and forwardly at an angle corre 
Sponding to the angle of the upper end of the 
wick tube 6, which wick tube is carried by the 
cap 7 of the fuel receptacle 8. The contact 

3.65 plate 5 is wider than the wick tube 6, there 
fore forms a closure for the upper end of the 
tube when the receptacle is ininoperative po 
sition as shown in Figures 1 and 2, conse 
ceptacle 8 will not easily or quickly evapo 
rate, therefore the amount of fuel necessary 
to maintain the device in operation is reduced 
to a minimum. By having the plate 5 rela 
tively wide so that it will cover the upper 
end of the wick 9, consequently, when the re 
ceptacle moves to inoperative position will 
Smother the entire flame on the upper end of 
the wick. • . . . . . 

Secured to the upper side of the top 2 by 
means of a screw 10 is a hinged leaf 11, to 
which is hingedly connected at 12 the re 
ceptacle 8 and mounted on the upper side of 

ge 11 and held by the screw 10 is a the hing 
1 leaf spring 13, which leaf springengages the 
outer side of the receptacle 8 and forms means 
for forcing the same inwardly to the position 

, shown in Figure 2 after a lighting operation, 
It will be noted that the hinging point 12 of 
the receptacle 8 is to the outer side thereof, 
consequently, if for any reason the Spring 18 
should break, the receptacle would move to 
inoperative position upon release of the 
handle member 14 by gravity, as it is hinged 
to one side, therefor in case of spring break 
age the device would continue in operation, 
and as the spring is a simple leaf spring 
within easy reach, it is obvious the Spring 
can be easily replaced and by an unskilled 
person if desired, however at no time will it 
be necessary for the lighter to be removed 

is a top plan view of the lighting 
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from the counter upon breaking of the spring. 
Extending downwardly from the under 

side of the receptacle 8 and through an open 
ing 15 in the top 2 is a conductor arm 16, 
which conductor arm, upon outward tilting 
of the receptacle 8 engages a contact member 
17 supported by a leaf spring 18, thereby 
closing a circuit over the wires. 19, 20, and 21, 
through the spark or ignition coil 22 and bat 
tery 23, the wire 21 being connected to the 
screw 4 and the wire 20 to the screw 10, there 
fore it will be seen that a circuit will be com 
pleted through the receptacle 8, wick tube 6, 
over a gap between the wick tube and the 
late 5, and thence over the wire 21. By 

providing the ignition coil 20, it is obvious 
that a relatively long jump spark is provided 
between the wick spout and the plate 5, there 
by insuring a positive lighting of the wick. 

hen the handle member 14 is released, 
spring 13 forces said receptacle to closed po 
sition and during the hinging of the recep 
tacle the conductor arm 16 will move out of 
engagement with the conductor member 17. 

25 From the above it will be seen that a cigar 
lighter is provided which is simple in its 
construction, positive in its operation, and 
one which may be cheaply manufactured and 
sold, and one wherein the minimum amount 

7.30 of parts are used, thereby insuring a positive 
operation at all times. 
The invention having been set forth what 

is claimed as new and useful is: 
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A cigar lighter comprising a base, a sta 
tionary arm extending upwardly, from said 
base, an inclined contact plate carried by said 
arm, a hinged leaf secured to the base, said 
leaf being hingedly connected to the lower 
outer side of a fuel receptacle, a leaf spring 
carried by the hinged leaf and engaging the 
outer side of said receptacle above the hing 
ing point, a leaf spring carried contact be 
neath the base, a contact arm carried by the 
lower end of the fuel receptacle and extend 

: 45 ing through an aperture in the base and po 
sitioned whereby upon outward tilting of 

50 

the fuel receptacle it will engage the leaf 
spring carried contact beneath the base, said 
arm having its lower end curved, thereby 
forming a cam engaging surface for the con 
tact. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature. 
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CHARLES SPITZER. 


