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To all whon it nay concern. 
Be it known that I, JOHN H. WILLIAMS, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Feed-Baskets, of 
which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to feed-baskets; and 

it has for its object to provide a light folding 
basket of improved construction which will 
allow freedom for breathing on the part of 
the animal feeding from the same without re 
moval of its nose from the basket. 
To these ends the invention consists in the 

improvements which I will now proceed to 
describe and claim. 
In the accompanying drawings, forming a 

part of this specification, Figure 1 represents 
a perspective view of my improved basket. 
Fig. 2 represents a top view of the same. Fig. 
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3 represents an end elevation, the basket be 
ing folded. Fig. 4 represents a sectional view 
on line acac, Fig. 3. Fig. 5 represents a sec 
tional view on line y y of Fig. 4. 
The same letters of reference indicate the 

same parts in all of the figures. 
In the drawings, a C represent the wire side 

pieces, which are semi-elliptical in shape and 
are Secured to marginal frames composed of 
the strips g e, and additionally supported by 
metal stripse', extending across the wire side 
pieces and riveted at e' to the frame-strips. 
The side pieces a, and their frames g are con 
nected by the canvas strip b, which is suit 
ably secured at its edges to said frames. In 
the upper portion of the canvas strip is the 
opening c for the introduction of grain to the 
basket and for the reception of the nose of the 
feeding animal. 
d d are straps for holding the basket to the 

head of the animal. . 
The frames are preferably stiffened by wires 

f, Fig. 5, within the strips e.g., the edges of the 
canvas strip being folded around the said 
wires. The perforated or foraminous side 
pieces enable the feeding animal to breathe 
freely without removing its nose from the 
basket, thus avoiding the scattering of the 
grain. The edge of the canvas about the nose 
opening c is suitably bound with a strip i of 
leather or other suitable material. The bot 
tom of the basket may be provided with eye 
letsi, passed through the canvas for the pur 
pose of additional ventilation. The canvas 
strip may be somewhat narrower below than 

above to cause the grain to collect at the Cen 
ter of the bottom and allow the feeding ani 
mal to easily obtain it all. Wire ears or loops 
lc is are passed through the canvas and Wire 
pieces bent at their ends around the frame. strip e. The straps d are engaged with said 
ears, and fastened thereon by the rivets d' 
passed through the two portions of the strap. 
The loops lc’’ of one of the ears lc serve as 
bearings for the wire stay or brace m. The 
said brace is formed in one piece, with its ends 
joined at m'. Fig. 2, by eyes, and is similar in 
shape to and somewhat smaller than the side 
pieces of the basket, so that it may lie close 
against the one to which it is hinged when 
the basket is closed, as in Figs. 3, 4, and 5. 
To hold the mouth of the basket open the 
wire may be raised against the frame Oppo 
site to that to which it is hinged, the width of 
the canvas above being just enough to admit 
of this and yet not allow the wire when raised 
to fall of itself, Figs. 1 and 2. 
Myimproved feed-basket, besides being per 

fectly ventilated, is light, strong, and durable 
in construction, and is adapted when not in 
use to be folded into a small compass for 
stowage. 

I claim 
1. A feed-basket composed of two perfo 

rated or foraminous side pieces, and a flexible 
strip constituting a flexible connection be 
tween said side pieces and provided With a 
nose-opening, as set forth. 

2. A feed-basket composed of two perfo 
rated or foraminous side pieces, and a flexible 
strip connecting the same and provided with 
a nose-opening, combined with a bale or brace 
hinged to one side piece and adapted to be 
turned across the basket to hold the side pieces 
apart, as set forth. 

3. In a feed-basket, the combination, With 
the side pieces, composed of the wire sheets 
and the frames holding the same, of a flexible 
strip connecting said sides and having an 
opening c, as set forth. 
In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name 

to this specification, in the presence of two 
subscribing witnesses, this 28th day of Feb 
ruary, A. D. 1889. 

JOHN H. WILLIAMS, 
Witnesses: 

C. F. BROWN, 
A. D. HARRISON. 
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