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2o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Louts H. JETTER, JT.,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Collapsible
Baskets; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

The primary object of this invention is to
provide a collapsible basket which, when
not in use, may be folded into a very com-
pact form; which is of extremely simple and
practical construction; and which may be
manufactured at a relatively low cost.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a basket especially designed for use in
laundries for holding and conveying clothes,
said basket being provided with runners
which form part of the side and central
frame of the basket.

With-these and other objects in view as
will become more apparent as the descrip-
tion proceeds, the invention consists in cer-
tain novel features of construction, combina.
tion and arrangement of parts as will be
hereinafter more - fully described and
claimed.

For a complete understanding of my in-
vention, reference is to be had to the follow-
ing description and accompanying  draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved collapsible basket with the lining
omitted, Fig. 2 is an end elevation, Fig. 3 is

" a side elevation with the lining in place,
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Fig. 4 is an end elevation, showing the
basket partially collapsed, Fig. 5 is a side
elevation of one form of joint employed,
Tig. 6 is a top plan view of Fig. 5. :

Referring in detail to the drawings by
numerals, 1 and 2 designate, in their entire-
ties, the side frames of the basket. Iach
frame comprises a top bar 8, end bars 4
integrally connected to the top bar and a
bottom bar 5 connected to the lower termi-
nals of the end bars and serving in the ca-
pacity of a runner.

6 designates, as an entirety, a central
frame which parallels the side frames and
which comprises a bottom bar 7 to the ends
of which are integrally connected end bars
8 and which carries a runner 9 paralleling
the runners b.

The end bars 4 are each connected to the
end bars 8 by a pair of telescopic cross rods
10 and 11.. The rods 10 are pivotally con-
nected at their upper ends to the bars 8 ad-

jacent their upper ends and at their lower

ends to the bars 4 near the lower ends there-

of, while the rods 11 are connected at their
upper ends to the rods 4 adjacent the upper
extremities thereof and at their lower ends
to the bars 8 near the lower terminals there-
of. The rods 10 and 11 cross one another
and may be connected to each other by rings,
1f desired. As a further connection between
the bars 4 and 8, I provide the pivoted
struts 13 and 14. The struts 13 are pivot-
ally connected at their outer ends to the bars
4 adjacent their upper terminals and the
struts 14 are pivotally connected at their
inner ends to the bars 8 at the upper termi-
nals thereof. The meeting ends of the
struts 13 and 14 are connected by pivot pins
15, and the struts 13 are formed with ribs 16
which prevent the meeting ends of the struts
being swung below the pivot points of the
other ends. The pivot pins for the struts
13 and 14 and the telescopic rods 10 and 11
lie in horizontal planes when the basket is
set up for use and supported on a horizontal
surface.

Longitudinal bars 17 are connected rig-
idly to the bars 4 of each of the frames 1
and 2 at a distance from the runners 5 sub-
stantially equal to the distance of the lower
pivoted ends of the telescopic rods 11 from
the runner 9. The bottom of the basket is
formed in two sections each of which com-
prises a plurality of cross bars 18 and one or
more longitudinal bars 19 connected to the
cross bars 18. The outer ends of the cross
bars 18 are formed with sleeves 20 which
encircle the rods 17, said rods acting as piv-
ots. The inner ends of the cross bars 18 are
formed with sleeves 21 which surround a
bottom bar 22. It will be noted that the
cross bars 18 are equal in length to half the
width of the basket and that the bars 18 of
one section lie in the same transverse planes
as the corresponding bars 18 of the other
section, which construction is made possible
by having the sleeve 21 equal in length to
one half the width of the bars. The longi-
tudinal bar 22 is formed upon its terminals
with sleeves 28 which slide upon the bars 18
and which are stopped in their downward
movement by the pivoted telescopic rods 11.

A lining 24 of some flexible material, such
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as leather or canwvas, is fitted within the
basket and is left unattached thereto ex-
cept around its upper edge. If desired, a
strip of flexible material, not shown, may be
fixed around the outside of the basket to
strengthen the structure and operate as a
secondary or supplemental wall. _

Having described the construction of my
improved collapsible basket, it now remains
to explain briefly the manner in which the
same may be folded. To accomplish thisend,
it is only necessary to swing the meeting
ends of the struts 13 and 14 upwardly and
to slide the bottom rod 22 upwardly along
the end bars 8. This last operation will
draw the side frames 1 and 2 toward the
central frame 6, as illustrated in Fig. 4, thus
collapsing the basket into a very compact
form.

While T have shown and described the.

preferred embodiment of my invention, it
will be understood that minor changes in
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts may be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention
as claimed. ‘

Having thus described my invention, I
claim —

1. In a collapsible receptacle, a pair of
side frames, a central frame paralleling the
side frames, two equal bottom sections, each
side frame having one of the bottom sections
hinged thereto, a bottom rod slidable verti-
cally on the central frame and means for
pivotally connecting the opposed edges of
the bottom sections to said rod.

2..In a collapsible receptacle, a pair of
side frames, a central frame interposed be-
tween the side frames and having parallel
end bars, a bottom rod slidable along said
end bars and a pair of bottom sections
hingedly secured at their inner ends to said
sliding rod and at their outer ends to the
side frames respectively: : ’

3. In a collapsible receptacle, a pair of
side frames, a central frame paralleling said
side frames, a horizontal pivot rod secured
to each of the side frames, a bottom section
hinged to each of said pivot rods, a slidable
rod connected to the central frame and
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means for pivotally connecting the opposed
edges of the bottom sections to said sliding
rod. ‘

4. In a collapsible receptacle, a pair of
side frames, a central frame paralieling said
side frames, a horizontal pivot rod rigidly
secured to each of the side frames, a pair of
equal bottom sections pivotally connected at

~their outer edges to the pivot rods respec-

tively, a central bottom rod to which the
meeting edges of the bottom sections arve
pivotally connected, and a sliding connec-
tion between each terminal of the bottom
rod and the opposed end bar of the central
frame. »

5. In a collapsible basket, a pair of side
irames having vertical end bars, a central
frame paralleling the side frames having
parallel end bars, a pair of cross telescopic
rods connecting each of the end bars of the
side frames to the opposed end bar of the
central frame, said telescopic rods being piv-
otally connected to the end bars, a horizon:
tal pivot rod rigidly secured to each of the
side frames, a bottom section pivotally se-
cured to each of said pivot rods; a central
bottom rod slidable along the end bars of
the central frame, and means pivotally con-
necting the inner edges of the bottom sec-
tions to the ecentral bottom rod.

6. In a collapsible basket, a pair of side
frames having parallel end bars, the central
trame paralleling the side frames having
parallel end bavs, a horizental pivot rod rig-
1dly secured to each of the side frames, a
bottom section hinged to each of said pivot
rods, o central bottom rod slidable along
the end bars of the central frame to which
the inner edges of the bottom sections are
pivotally connected, and a pair of telescopic
crossed rods connecting-each of the end bars
of the side frames to the opposed end bar of
the central frame, said telescopic rods being
pivotally connected to the various end bars.

In testimony wheveof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. : v

: LOUIS H. JETTER, Jz.

Witnesses: ,

Wavrrer H. Sarrm,
Harowp B. FosTzn,

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing ihe “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, B, C.”
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