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Claims Nos.: 1-46 partially

Present claims 1-46 relate to an extremely large number of possible
compounds (fluoroalkylalkanoic acids or fluoroalkoxyalkanoic acids); to
methods of synthesis thereof; to uses in aerosol formulations as
surfactants; and to aerosol formulations containing them.

Support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the
meaning of Article 5 PCT is to be found, however, for only a very small
proportion of the compounds claimed. In particular, when n=2 or n=3, the
Markush formula (1) as defined in claim 1 encompasses also a large number
of possible branched poly(fluoroalkyl)-, poly(fiuoroalkoxy)-,
fluoroalkylfluoroalkoxy-, or fluoroalkylalkoxy- alkanoic acids which are
not disclosed in the application. The synthesis of such branched alkanoic
acids, particularly when the n groups of formula B are not identical,
poses additional technical problems which are not addressed in the
present application.

It follows, that the claims so Tack support, and the application so Tacks
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope
is impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those
parts of the claims which appear to be supported and disclosed, namely
those parts relating to the compounds of formula.(I) wherein n=1, and
wherein the alkanoic acid is substituted by a fluorcalkyl or a
fluoroalkoxy group on the terminal carbon, i.e. straight-chain
fluoroalkyl- or fluoroalkoxyalkanoic acids within the meaning of claims
31 and 35, and 36 and 41, respectively.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-46 partially

1.1.

1.2.

1.3.

First group of inventions: straight-chain l-alkanoic acids
(or salt or solvate thereof) having a terminal fluoroalkyl
group; method of preparation thereof; use as surfactants in
an aerosol formulation; aerosol formulation comprising them.
Each different compound constitutes an independent invention.

Claims: 13,14,35
Wherein the compound is
11,11,12,12,12-pentafluorododecanoic acid.

Claims: 13,35
Wherein the compound is 13,13,13-trifluorotridecanoic
acid.

Claim : 13
Wherein the compound is 12,12,12-trifluorododecanoic
acid.

1.4. Claim : 13

Wherein the compound is ,
12,12,13,13,13-pentafluorotridecanoic acid.

2. Claims: 1-46 partially

Second group of inventions: straight-chain l-alkanoic acids
{or salt or solvate thereof) having a terminal fluoroalkoxy
group; method of preparation thereof; use as surfactants in
an aerosol formulation; aerosol formulation comprising them.
Each different compound constitutes an independent invention.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily Tinked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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