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UNIKTED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WALTER. R. RAIONTGOMETERY, OF SHIREVEPORT, ILOUISIANA, ASSIGNOR oF oNE-NINTH. To 

T. E. WHITE, ONE-NINTH. To W. F. HOWELL, AND FoUR-NINTHS To C. W. EDWARDs, 
ALL OF WEBSTER, LOUISIANA, AND ONE-NINTH. To W. T. MILARSHALL AND ONE 
NINTH. TO O. ID. NIELSON, BOTH OF CAIDIDO, LOUISIANA. 

EFOLDING WASHISTAND, 

1,188,9?3. 

To all whom, it may concern; 
Be it known that II, WALTER R. MoNTGOMI 

ERY, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Shreveport, in the parish of Caddo and 
State of Louisiana, have invented a new 
and useful Folding Washstand, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The present invention appertains to fold 

ing furniture of the Same general character 
as the folding cabinet and buffet disclosed 
in my co-pending applications, Serial NoS. 
41,695 and 41,696, respectively, filed on even 
date hereWith. 
The invention has for its object the pro 

vision of a folding or collapsible Washstand 
of inexpensive and a light construction, 
which may be compactly folded for storage 
or transportation, and which may be readily 
erected for use, the present structure having 
novel features of construction to enhance 
the utility and efficiency thereof, whereby 
the Washstand may be readily folded and 
erected, and when erected Will be thoroughly 
Substantial and convenient. W 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view which will appear as the description 
proceeds, the invention resides in the com 
bination and arrangement of parts and in 
the details of construction hereinafter de 
Scribed and claimed, it being understood 
that changes in the precise embodiment of 
the invention herein disclosed can be made 
within the scope of what is claimed without 
departing from the spirit of the invention. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, wherein:--- 
Figure 1 is a front view of the improved 

washstand. Fig. 2 is a side elevation there 
of, illustrating the top and towel rack 
folded in dotted lines. Fig. 3 is a top view 
of the Washstand with the top and towel 
rack folded. Fig. 4 is a horizontal section 
taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3. Fig. 5 is 
a vertical section taken on the line 5-5 of 
Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is an enlarged top view of 
the Washstand in folded position. Fig. 7 is 
an enlarged perspective view of one of the 
members for hinging the towel rack to the 
top. Fig. 8 is an enlarged perspective view 
of one of the members used for hinging the 
partition. 
The body i of the washstand embodies, a 

front - Wall 1 constructed of Wood or other 

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 2?, 1916. 
Application filed July 24, 1915. Serial No. 41,697, 

Suitable material and having legs 2, and rearWardly, projecting flanges 3 along its 
upright side edges. The front wall i has 
a pair Qf upright door Openings 4 which are 
normally closed by doors 5 having their re 
mote edges hinged to the front wall. The 
upper, and loW er ends of the doors 5 are 
prQvided With Outstanding dowels or pins 6 
adjacent, their remote edges which pivotally 
engage the front wall, to hinge the doors 5, 
and the front Wallis provided with an up 
right, Stile or bar 7 between the openings 4 
and doors 5. 
The body of the washstand embodies side 

Walls 8 hinged to the flanges 3, and to this 
end, Strips 9 are Secured to the ends of the 
fidanges. 8. and project therefrom, and the 
ends of the side walls 8 are provided with 
Qultstanding dowels or pins 1Ô adjacent the 
for Ward rounded edges of the side walls 8 
and Which dowels 10 pivotally engage the 
projecting portions of the strips 9. The side 
Walls, 8 can be SWung inwardly and for 
Wardly toward one another and toward the 
front Wall when folding the washštand. 
The back of the body is formed by a sheet 

11 of canvas, duck or other flexible fabric or 
material, and the edges of said sheet are se 
cultured in any Suitable manner to the rear 
edges of the side walls 8, whereby when the 
Side Walls are separated and swung to nor 
mal position, the sheet 11 will be held taut 
therebetween. The sheet 11 is preferably 
coated or provided with an insect repelling 
paint Or Substance to prevent attack by in 
sects, rodents and the like. 
The bottom 13 of the body is normally 

disposed between the lower ends of the side 
Walls 8, and is hingedly connected with the 
front wall, the front edge of the bottom 13 
being disposed betWeen the flanges 3 and 
the ends of the bottom 13 having outstand 
ing dowels or pins 14 adjacent the forward 
edge of the bottom 13 which dowels pivot 
ally engage the fanges 3. Cleats 15 are se 
cured to the inner sides of the side walls 12 
whereby when the bottom 13 is swung be 
tween the side Walls it Will Seat upon the 
cleats 15. 
An upper shelf 16 is disposed within the 

body of the Washstand and is normally dis 
posed between the side walls, and the for 
ward edge of the shelf 16 is hingedly con 
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nected with the front wall, similar to the 
bottom 13. The ends of the shelf 16 have 
outstanding dowels or pins 17 adjacent the 
front edge of the shelf 16 which pivotally en 
gage the filanges 3. 
An upright partition 18 is disposed be 

tween the bottom 13 and shelf 16, and has 
its forward edge hingedly connected to the 
front Wall, and to this end an upright or 
vertical rearwardly projecting rib 19 is car 
ried by or secured to the rear side of the 
stile or bar 7, and strips 20 are secured to the 
upper and lower ends of the partition 18 and 
project beyond the forward edge thereof to 
pivotally engage the pivot elements 21 se 
cured to the ends of the rib or tongue 19. 
The rib. 19 has a curved face around which 
the i respective edge of the partition 18 is 
movable When the said partition is swung. 
The bottom 13 carries a spring catch 22 ad 
jacent its rear edge and between its ends 
whereby when the partition 18 is swung 
into normal position, it moves past the 
catch 22 to be held against return movement 
by said catch, although the catch 22 may be 
manually released or depressed to allow the 
partition 19 to be swung against the front 
wall in folding the washstand. 
The shelf 16 provides a compartment 

thereabove, and the partition 19 provides 
two side compartments below the shelf 16, 
and one of the compartments or chambers 
formed by the partition 19 is divided off by 
a shelf 23. This shelf 23 is hingedly con 
nected to the front wall, and to this end, the 
shelf 23 is provided with outstanding dow 
els or lugs 24 adjacent its forward edge piv 
otally and slidably engaging in short up 
right or vertical grooves 25 provided in the 
adjacent sides of the rib 19 and the respec 
tive flange 3. Cleats 26 are secured to the 
partition 18 and the respective side wall 8 
whereby when the shelf 23 is swung there 
between it is seatable upon the cleats 26 to 
be supported thereby. When the washstand 
is folded or collapsed, the shelf 23 can be 
SWung upWardly and forwardly between the 
rib or flange 19 and the respective flange 3 
and may then be slid downwardly therebe 
tween i so as not to Swing against or inter 
fere with the shef 16. 
The top 27 of the washstand is normally 

seated upon the front and side walls, and is 
slidably and pivotally connected with the 
front wall by means of rods 28 between the 
ends of the top and extending from the front 
edge to the rear edge thereof, the terminals 
of the rods 28 being Secured to the front and 
rear edges of the top. and the body portions 
of said rods being spaced below or from the 
lower surface of the top. The upper end 
of the front wall is provided with a pair of 
open slots 29 slidably receiving the rods 28, 
and staples or other members 30 are secured 
to the upper end of the front wall so as to 

1,188,973 

bridge or Span the slots 29, the cross mem 
bers 30 being disposed between the rods 28 
and the top 27. This serves to slidably con 
nect the top With the upper end of the front 
Wall. The rear end portions of the rods 28 
are provided with U-shaped bends or loops 
31 projecting or depending from the rear 
edge of the top 27. Thus, when the top 27 
is slid forwardly and when the rear edge of 
the top reaches the upper end of the front 
wall, the top 27 can be SWung downwardly 
in front of the front wall, since the loops 
or bends 31 remain in the slots 29 in engage 
ment with the cross members 30 to pivotally 
connect the rear edge of the top with the 
upper end of the front Wall and thus allow 

70 

75 

8 

the top to be swung downwardly without 
detaching the top. In erecting the Wash 
stand, the top can be SWung upwardly to a 
horizontal position and may then be read 
ily slid rearwardly onto the side walls. 

85 

The rear edge of the top 27 carries a towel 
rack or frame32 which has lower edge hing 
edly connected to the rear edge of the top 27, 
plates or members 33 being attached to the 
ends of the rack 32 adjacent the lower edge 
thereof and having forwardly projecting 
tOngues 34 eXtending along the ends of the 
top 27 from the rear edge thereof toward 
the front edge. The tongues 34 have longi 
tudinal slots 35 therein through which 
ScreWS or other Securing elements 36 are en 
gaged, said screws or elements being rigidly 
engaged to the ends of the top 27 at points 
Spaced forwardly from the rear edge of the 
tOp. - - -", 
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When the washstand is erected, the rack N 
32 seats upon the top 27, and the tongues 34 
extending forwardly from the lower edge 
of the rack 32 and pivotally engaging the 
elements 36 will prevent the rack 32 from 

095 

Swinging forwardly or rearwardly out of S S A 

vertical position. In other words, the center 
of gravity of the rack 32 is in rear of the 
pivotal point thereof, whereby the rack will | 0 
seat upon the top without danger of fall 
ing over. The rack 32 can be swung against 
the top 27, however, and the slots 35 of the 
tongues 34 receiving the elements 36 will 
permit the rack 32 to be moved flatly against 
the top 27, as illustrated in Fig. 4. 

115 

The upper end of the sheet 11 is detach 
ably engageable with the rear edge of the 
top 27, and to this end, the rear edge of the 
top is provided with buttons 37 with which 
the upper end of the sheet is detachably en 
gageable. When the sheet is engaged with 
the buttons 37, the upper end of the sheet 
will be held in place, and furthermore, the 
sheet - will hold the top 27 down upon the 
side Walls 8. " " M 
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When the washstand is erected, the bot- - - 
tom 13 and shelf 16 being swung rearwardly 
and downwardly between the side walls will 
Serve to hold the side walls separated and to 130 
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hold the sheet 11 taut. The partition 19 is 
swung rearwardly parallel with the side 
walls, and the shelf 16 seats thereon to be 
supported thereby. The shelf 23 being 
swung between the partition 19 and the re 
spective side wall 8 will prevent the parti 
tion 19 from swinging in one direction, and 
the partition is prevented from Swinging in 
the other direction by the catch 22. 

In folding the washstand, the partition 19 
is swung against the front wall after the 
catch 22 is released, and the bottom 13 and 
shelves 16 and 23 are then swung upwardly 
into compact relation with the front wall, 
the partition being shifted downwardly so 
as not to interfere with the shelf 16. The 
upper end of the sheet 11 is then detached 
from the top 27, and the top 27 may then 
be slid forwardly and swung downwardly 
against the front side of the front wall, the 
rack 32 being swung against the top 27. 
The side walls 8 are then swung toward one 
another and toward the front Wall, the sheet 
11 being folded therewith. The structure 
will then be in compact arrangement to be 
readily stored or shipped. The washstand 
may be readily erected or unfolded as will 
be obvious from the foregoing taken in con 
nection with the drawings. 
The advantages of the invention are many, 

most of which will suggest themselves with 
out lengthy comment being necessary. The 
washstand is comparatively simple in con 
struction, reducing the cost of manufacture 
thereof, and the washstand is not of the 
knock-down type, that is, it does not com 
prise a number of independent parts, which 
must be assembled and attached, since all 
of the parts are attached and need only be 
swung or moved into position in erecting 
the washstand. The washstand may be com 
pactly folded, which reduces the freight or 
shipping expense, and which is of advan 
tage for other reasons. When the structure 
is unfolded or set up it will be firm in con 
struction, and can be used like an ordinary 
washstand. 
What is claimed as new is: 
1. A folding article of furniture, com 

prising a front wall, side Walls hinged 
thereto, a bottom hinged to the front wall, 
a shelf hinged to the front wall, the bottom 
and shelf being adapted to be swung be 
tween the side walls, the side walls having 
means to Support the bottom, and a parti 
tion hinged to the front wall between the 
side walls and adapted to be swung between 

B 

the bottom and shelf, the partition holding 
the bottom in place and the shelf resting on 
the partition and fitting between the side 
walls. 

2. In a folding article of furniture, a 
front wall having rearwardly projecting 
flanges at its side edges and a rearwardly 
projecting rib between said flanges, side 
walls hinged to said flanges, a bottom having 
its forward edge portion hingedly engaged to 
said flanges, a shelf having its forward edge 
portion hingedly engaged to Said flanges, a 
partition hinged to said rib, the bottom anci 
shelf being adapted to be sWung between the 
side walls, and the partition being adapted 
to be swung between the bottom and shelf, 
and a second shelf having its forward edge 
portion hingedly engaged to said rib and 
one of said flanges and adapted to be SWung 
between the partition and the respective side 
W8. 

3. In a folding article of furniture, a top, 
a member seatable thereon in an upstanding 
position and having forwardly projecting 
tongues pivotally and slidably engaged with 
the top. 

4. In a folding article of furniture, a top, 
a frame seatable in an upstanding position 
upon the top and having forwardly project 
ing tongues extending along the ends of the 
top and provided with slots, the top having 
elements engaging in said slots. 

5. In a folding article of furniture, a 
front wall, a pair of vertical members 
hinged thereto to swing thereagainst, and 
shelves pivotally connected with the front 
wall to a Swing thereagainst, one of said 
shelves being slidably connected with the 
front wall to allow I said shelves to fold 
snugly against the front wall. 

6. In a folding article of furniture, a 
front wall having rearwardly projecting 
flanges, vertical members hinged to said 
flanges to Swing against the front wall, and 
shelves pivotally connected With said flanges 
and adapted to be swung against the front 
Wall, one of said shelves being slidably con 
nected with the respective flanges to enable 
the shelves to be swung Snugly against the 
front wall. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

WALTER. R. MONTGOMERY. 
Witnesses: 

IvY E. SIMPsoN, 
PHILOMENA A. RoCKELLI. 

Copes ef this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents. 
Washington, D. C.” 
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