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Application filled March 25,1896, Serial No, 584,728, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLsoN H. SHELLEN-
BERGER, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Hatfield, in the county of Montgomery
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain newand useful Improvementsin Puzzles,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to a new and useful
improvement in puzzles, and has for its ob-
jeet to provide a device of this description
which will afford endless amusement to per-
sons of all ages, and which, when once hav-
ing been solved, will be as difficult to re-solve
as in the first instance, and which depends
largely upon the steadiness of the nerves of
the operator.

In the annexed drawings, which form a part
of this specification, Figure 1is a plan view of
my improvement, showing four balls adapted
for use in connection therewith ; and Fig. 2
is a central cross-section.

Referring to the drawings, A is a tray or
circular receptacle having a conical bottom
B and concentric partitions C, by means of
which the interior of the receptacle is divided
into compartments D, F, and E.

G represents an opening cut in the outer
partitions C, so as to permit the passage of
the balls from one compartment to the other,
H is a similar opening in the inner partition
and for a like purpose, and arranged in front
of each of these openings is a shelf I, the ob-
ject of which is to bring the several balls ap-
proximately upon the same horizontal plane
as the bottom of the opening, so that they
will more readily pass through said openings
within the next compartment.

The inner compartment F is provided with
a horizontal bottom Jand is divided into stalls
(preferably indicated by the numbers 1, 2, 3,
and 4) by means of the angled partition K, and
leading from the opening in the inner parti-
tion is an incline surface L, which unites at
an angle with the bottom J, so as to permit

the balls to travel through said opening to
this bottom.

The method followed in solving this puzzle
is to arrange all of the balls (preferably four
in number, and which are designated by num-
bers or colors) in the outer compartment D

by a continued manipulation of the tray, caus-
ing said balls to pass one by one through the
openings G and I until they are finally
broughtinto the inner compartment F, where
they are arranged according to their desig-
nating-number in their respective stalls, and
as this requires considerable patience, aswell
as steadiness of movement, it will be seen
thata veryinteresting gameis provided which
will hold the attention of the operator in-
definitely, and which will prove amusing to
both young and old.

‘When this puzzle is to be used by persons
traveling, or where the balls are likely to be
displaced or lost, the tray is covered with a
glass or othertransparent disk M to overcome
the liability of the balls from falling out, or
the glass may be omitted, if desired.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and useful is—

1. Apuzzle consisting of a circular trayhav-
ing a conical bottom, a series of cireular par-
titions dividing the tray into concentrie com-
partments,openingsin said partitions,shelves
arranged adjacent to said openings, desig-
nated stalls arranged within the inner com-
partment, and a series of balls corresponding
to the number of stalls, as specified.

2. A puzzle of the character described con-
sisting of a circular tray having a conical bot-
tom, a series of circular partitions dividing
said trayinto concentric compartments, open-
ings Gand H formed insaid partitions, shelves
I arranged adjacent to said openings, a bot-
tom J provided for the inner compartment,
four stalls formed in said compartment by
angled partitions K, said stalls being desig-
nated by consecutive numbers, a series of
balls also designated by consecutive numbers,
and a transparent disk closing the upper end
of the tray, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

WILSON H. SHELLENBERGER.

Witnesses:
S. S. WILLIAMSON,
A. D. JOENSON,
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