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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AUBREY B. LEECH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Los 
Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and 
State of California, have invented a new 
and useful Sign, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention pertains to devices of the 

character designed to advertise, and more 
particularly pertains to illuminated signs of 
the character, for instance, used in connec 
tion with announcements for moving pic 
ture theaters and other places of amuse 
ment and entertainment, 
An object of the invention is to minimize 

the cost of advertising by illuminated signs. 
Another object is to simplify the con 

struction of illuminated signs so as to 
minimize the cost thereof. 
Another object is to produce a construc 

tion whereby a minimum number of lamps 
may be employed for illumination of the 
Sl). 

Another object is to provide a construction 
whereby a pleasing effect is given to the 
eWe, 

Another object is to provide a construction 
that will facilitate the setting up of the let 
ters of whatever word or words are to con 
stitute the inscription. a ' 
Another object is to make provision for 

centering the word or words of the inscrip 
tion. 
Other objects, and advantages will appear 

in the subjoined detail description. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate 

two embodiments of the invention: 
Figure 1 is a front or side view of one 

embodiment of the invention. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged sectional elevation 

on line indicated by a-a, Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged Egerty, plan 

section on line indicated by ac-a', Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 is a perspective view of two of the stenciled sign plates employed in the device. 
Fig. 5 is a side view of another embodi 

ment of the invention. 
Fig. 8 is an enlarged sectional elevation on 

line indicated by a-a", Fig 5. A. 
Fig. 7 is a fragmentary plan section on 

line indicated by ar'-a', Fig. 6. 
There is provided a suitable cabinet indicat 

ed in general by the character 1, said cabinet 
comprising a top 2, a bottom 8, ends 4 and 

sides 5. The top, bottom and ends are made of 
suitable opaque material such, for example, 
as sheet metal, and in the form shown in 
Fig. 2 one of the sides is opaque and may 
be of the same material. In Fig. 2 the side 
Opposite the opaque side is provided with a 
translucent panel 6, and in the form shown 
in Figs. 5 to 7 both sides 5 are provided 
With translucent panels designated by the 
same reference character 6. The translucent 
panels may be of glass or other suitable ma 
terial and in a device already constructed 
and embodying the invention said translu 
cent panels are of a kind of glass termed “Opalite.’ 
The translucent panels 6 may be of any 

desired color and in Fig. 1 there is a single 
panel and in Fig. 5 there are six such panels, 
three on each side. 

Illumination of the translucent panels 6 
is effected by electric lamps 7: in Fig. 3, 
each of Said lamps being mounted on a 
bracket 8 fastened to the rear side 5 of the 
cabinet midway between the top and bottom 
of said cabinet, and in Fig. 6 said lamps be 
ing mounted in brackets 9 which are fas 
tened at intervals to a suitable support 
such as a rod 10 that traverses the interior of 
the cabinet from the top to the bottom there 
of and that is fastened to said top and bot 
tom by nuts 11. In the form of the inven 
tion shown in Figs. 5 to 7 the cabinet is 
provided with partitions 12 between the 
upper and intermediate panels 6 and be 
tween the intermediate and lower panels. 
The rods 10 pass through the partitions 12 
and said partitions are fastened to the rods 
by nuts 13. Thus the partitions are braced 
by the rods and the partitions themselves 
serve to brace the sides of the cabinet, 
The translucent panels 6 have their upper 

and lower edges slidably engaging channels 
14 of the cabinet 1, said channels being 
spaced inward from the outer edge of the 
cabinet so as to produce recesses 15 in one 
side of the cabinet in Fig.2 and in both sides 
of the cabinet in Fig. 6. The channels 14 
are connected to outer border members in 
the form of open frames 16, and spaced 
apart from said border members and from 
the translucent panel or panels 6, as the 
case may be, are inner border members in 
the form of open frames 17. Thus when the 
lamps are lighted there is an illuminated 
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border space 18 between the outer and inner 
border members and it is readily understood 
that the portions of the translucent panel or 
panels immediately rearward of the illumi 
nated border space 18 may be painted or 
otherwise colored a different color than the 
portions of said panels visible through the 
inner frames 17. 
The inner frames 17 may be suitably sup 
orted and in the instance shown in the 

drawings said frames 17 are connected to the 
outer frames 16 by wires 19 or equivalents. 
The frame 17 may be provided longitudi 

nally thereof and parallel with the top and 
bottom of said frame with division mem 
bers 20 as in Figs. 5 and 6, which may be in 
the form of channels, and said division 
members 20 and also the bottoms of the in 
ner frames 17 in both Figs. 2 and 6 are pro 
vided with sign plate rests or ledges 21 
which practically engage the outer faces of 
the adjacent panels 6. The sign plate rests 
21 of the inner frames 17 are below the level 
of the inner margin of said frames so as to 
form between said frames and the adjacent 
panels 6 channels 22, and the divisiun frames 
20 are provided with flanges 23 so as to form 
between said channels and the adjacent 
panels 6 channels corresponding to the chan 
nels 22 and designated by the same refer 
ence characters, and the bottoms of the chan 
neis of the division frames form sign plate 
rests or ledges 21 corresponding to the sign 
plate rests 21 of the inner frames. 

Resting in the channels 22 and shiftable 
therealong and detachable therefrom are 
sign plates 24, some of said sign plates being 
blank and others of said sign plates having 
stenciled characters 25. It is understood 
that with each sign is furnished a font of 
both blank and stenciled sign plates so that 
the letters and other accessory characters 
used in printing may be combined to form 
the words or other devices of any desired 
announcement as shown in Figs. 1 and 5. 
The upper margins of the sign plates 24 

in Fig.2 and of the uppermost row of sign 
plates in Fig. 6 are inserted in the space 
between the inner frames 17 and the trans 
lucent panels 6, and in Fig. 6 the division 
members 20 are provided on their under 
sides with flanges 26 between which and the 
adjacent panels 6 the upper margins of the 
intermediate and lower rows of sign plates 
24 are inserted. 
Adjacent sign plates 24 overlap one an 

other, as clearly shown in Figs. 3, 4 and 7 so 
as to prevent the passage of light through 
the joints between adjacent plates, and in 
the instance shown in the drawings each 
sign plate is provided along one edge with 
an inwardly extending offset portion 27 and 
is provided along its opposite edge with an 
inturned flange 28, the offsetting being de 
sirable to insure against the sign plates slip 
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ping down between the sign plate rests and 
the panels, for it is readily understood that 
if the signs are relatively long the parts 
thereof may not be rigid enough to maintain 
contact between the ledges 21 and the trans 
lucent panels 6. The function of the flanges 
2S of the sign plates is to maintain the sign 
plates flush with one another so as to pro 
duce an even and uniform appearance of the 
sign plates from end to end of the sign. 
From the foregoing it is readily seen that 

when the lamps are lighted the light from 
said lamps will pass through the translucent 
panels and will pass through the stenciing 
of the sign plates so as to produce an illumi 
nated inscription readily discernible to the 
eyes of the observers. 

In practice to set up a word or words for 
an inscription for the sign, all that is neces 
sary is to choose from the font of sign plates 
furnished with each sign the required kind 
and number of letters or other characters 
necessary for spelling the words of the in 
Scription desired and to place said sign 
plates in proper Sequence along the chan 
nels 22. This may be readily done by first 
inserting the upper margin of the letter and 
then sliding the letter upward until the 
lower margin of said letter can be pushed 
into the channel 22. After inserting all the 
letters of the word or words, other desired 
characters and whatever blanks are neces 
sary to make the spacing between the words, 
the letters may be all shifted together in 
either direction. So as to properly center the 
inscription in the sign and then blank sign 
plates 24 will be inserted in the same man 
ner to fill out the spaces between the ends 
of the inscription and the ends of the in 
ner frames 17 so that light from the lamps 
will pass through the inner frame 17 only 
at those portions where the stenciled sign 
plates are located. 
As an example of a desirable illumination 

of the sign, the letters of the sign may ap 
pear in white and the border in red and it 
is clear that such combinations or other 
lighting effects may readily be obtained by 
merely painting the panels 6 the appropriate 
color at those portions thereof where the 
color effect is desired. 
To remove the sign plates, all that is neces 

sary is to raise them sufficiently so that the 
lower margins thereof can be drawn outward 
away from the channels 22 to free the up 
per margins of said letters as is readily com 
prehended, owing to the height of the letters 
being less than the distance from the top of 
the upper channel to the bottom of the lower 
channel as clearly shown in Fig. 2. 
The translucent panels 6 may be readily 

inserted into place and withdrawn there 
from through a slot or slots 29 in one end 
of the cabinet 1 as clearly shown in Figs. 3 
and 7. 
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In those stenciled sign plates 24 having 
portions which it is preferable to strengthen 
in some manner because of the stencil cuts, 
for example, those plates having the sten 
ciled letters A and O wires 30 or equivalents 
may be used to connect the different portions 
of the plates together so as to strengthen 
the same. 
I claim: 
1. In combination, a translucent panel, an 

outer frame on one side of said panel, an 
inner frame within and spaced from the 
outer frame to form a border space between 
said frames, and stenciled sign plates de 
tachably mounted in the inner frame. 

2. In combination, a translucent panel, an 
outer frame on one side of said panel, an 
inner frame within and spaced from the 
outer frame to form a border space between 
said frames, and stenciled sign plates shift 
ably mounted in the inner frame. 

3. In combination, a cabinet having one 
side partly formed by a translucent panel, 
a lamp in the cabinet, said cabinet forming 
a frame along the outside of the panel and 
spaced therefrom and provided with a ledge 
extending along the bottom portion of the 
frame in the space between said frame and 
panel, and stenciled sign plates having their 
upper and lower margins inserted between 
the frame and panel, the lower edges of 

said sign plates shiftably resting on said 
ledge. 

4. In combination, a cabinet having one 
side partly formed by translucent panels, 
one beneath the other, a lamp in the cabinet, 
said cabinet forming a frame along the out 
side of the upper and lower panels and 
spaced there from and provided with a ledge 
extending along the bottom portion of the 
frame in the space between said frame and 
lower panel, said frame having a division 
member longitudinally thereof between the 
top and bottom of the frame provided with 
a ledge extending substantially to the upper 
panel, and stenciled sign plates resting on 
the ledges. 

5. In combination, a panel, and letter 
plates mounted on one side of the panel, 
each letter plate being provided along one 
edge with an inwardly extending offset 
portion 27 and provided along its opposite 
edge with an inturned flange 28, the edge 
of said flange being adapted to rest against 
the outer face of the offset portion of the 
next adjacent letter plate. 
Signed at Los Angeles, California, this 

23d day of February, 19. 
AUBREY B. LEECHL. 

Witnesses: 
GEORGE. H. H. Lics, 
A. F. ScHMIDTBAUER. 

Gopies of this patent Ray be obtained for. alve cents each, by addressing the Gognaissioner of eatents, 
Washington, E.S." 

3 5 

40 

45 

50 

55 


