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IMPROVEMENT EN SPRING CLASPS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 220,650, dated October 14, 1879; application filed 
March 1, 1879. 

To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs STRICKRODT, 

of the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Spring-Clasps, of which the follow ing is a specification. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 rep 

resents a top view and bottom view of my im 
proved spring-clasp, shown as attached to an 
elastic band; Fig. 2, respectively, a side view 
and a vertical longitudinal section; and Fig. 
3, a vertical transverse section of the same on line at ac, Fig. 2. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre. sponding parts. 
This invention has reference to an improved 

spring-clasp for shirt-sleeves and stocking 
supporters and similar articles; and it con 
sists of two sheet-metal sections or shells, 
which are pivoted about midway of their 
length by small ears or projections of one sec 
tion passing through openings or slots of the 
other section, and being then bent down over 
the outside of the latter. The jaws of the 
shells are both of convexo-concave shape, and 
provided with raised teats. 
The rear ends of the pivoted sections are 

acted upon by an interior spring, whose action 
is increased by a wedge-shaped slide-piece, 
which is applied by one or more prongs and 
binding side flanges to the elastic band of the 
supporter or other article. 

Referring to the drawings, A A' represent, 
respectively, the sections or shells of my im 
proved spring-clasp, which shells are stamped 
up of suitable sheet metal, preferably in the 
shape of the head of a duck with enlarged 
spoon-shaped bill. These sections are pivoted 
to each other about midway of their length, 
and their rear ends acted upon by an interior 
U-shaped spring, B, so that their enlarged 
front ends or jaws are tightly pressed together. 
The pivot-connection of the shells A A' is 

obtained by providing the lower shells with 
short projecting ears or catches a, one at each 
side, which are bent outwardly at right angles 
to the body of the shell, passed through corre 
sponding slots or apertures a' of the upper 
shell, and then turned down, so as to lap 
over the upper shell and retain the same thus 

securely on the lower one, while still permit 
ting the free pivotal motion of both sections. 
The ears of the lower shell are stamped out 

of one piece with the shell, and then the lower 
section conveniently joined up to the upper 
section by inserting the ears into the slots, and 
then binding them down, forming thus a relia ble yet cheap pivot-connection of the sections. 
The enlarged jaws or front ends, C, of the 

clasp are both of convexo-concave shape, so 
that the lower jaw fits closely into the upper 
jaw, and that both clamp tightly the fabric 
placed between the same. The jaws may be 
provided with or without corresponding teats 
or indentations b, as desired, the teats in 
creasing, however, the hold of the jaws on the 
fabric. The jaws bear by a large surface on 
the fabric to be clasped, and retain the same 
in reliable manner without tearing the fabric, 
as is the case with the spring - clasps with 
pointed or serrated jaws at present in general 
Se. 

The action of the interior spring, B, is in 
creased by a slide-piece, D, whose front end is 
bent into hook or wedge shape, as shown in 
Fig. 2, and inserted between the legs of the 
spring B. After the jaws are applied to the 
fabric, by pressing first the rear ends of the 
pivoted sections together, and then allowing 
the jaws to clasp the fabric, the strain of the 
fabric on the slide-piece causes a slightforward 
motion of the sections on the Wedge-shaped 
end of the slide-piece, and thereby a more 
powerful action of the U-shaped spring B. 
The greater the strain exerted on the clasp 

the greater will be the clamping action exerted 
by the spring and wedge on the jaws and 
fabric. This auxiliary clamping action forms 
an essential feature of my clasp, and increases 
the efficacy of the same to a considerable ex 
tent. 
The rear end of the slide-piece D is attached 

to the elastic band E of the sleeve or stocking 
supporter, or other article, by means of one or 
more prongs, d, stamped up therefrom, and by 
side flanges, d, which are folded down over 
the edges of the fabric. The prong or prongs 
d are bent down on the band in a direction 
opposite to the strain exerted thereon by the 
band E, so as to form, together with the bind 

  

  



ing side flanges, a strong and reliable connec 
tion between slide-piece and band in quicker 
and cheaper manner than by the present mode 
of sewing on the band to the slotted rear end 
of the upper section, and furnishes for all pur 
poses an equally reliable attachment. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by letters 
Patent 

1. In a spring-clasp, the combination of one 
section or shell, having receiving-slots, with the 
other section or shell, having ears that are 
passed through the slots, forming a hinged 
connection of the two sections, substantially 
as set forth. 

2. The combination of the pivoted clasp sec 
tions or shells A A' with an interior U-shaped 
spring, B, interposed between their rear ends, 
and with a slide-piece, D, inserted by its wedge 
shaped end into the spring, substantially as 
set forth. 

3. The combination of the pivoted and spring 
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pressed clasp sections or shells A A' with an 
auxiliary slide-piece that is connected to the 
sections and adapted to increase the clamping 
action of the same, substantially as and for 
the purpose specified. 

4. In spring-clasps, an auxiliary slidle-piece 
connected by its front end to the clasp-sec 
tions, and by its rear end to the elastic band 
or other fabric, substantially as described. 

5. In spring-clasps, an auxiliary slide-piece 
connected to the clasp-section, and attached 
by a prong or prongs and binding side flanges 
to the elastic band or other fabric, substan 
tially as set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name in pres 
ence of two witnesses this 27thday of February, 
1879. 

CEHABLES STRICKRODT. 
Witnesses: 

PAUL GOEPEL, 
CARL KARP. 

  


