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(54) Title: ABSORBENT ARTICLE
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B2

(57) Abstract: Provided is an absorbent article (1) that minimizes contact of a section of the side surfaces (41, 41) of an absorbent
body (4) with the inner thigh of a wearer when wing sections (6, 6) have been folded and attached to underwear, and that minimizes
the occurrence of large twists in the aforementioned section of the side surfaces (41, 41) of the absorbent body (4). The present in-
vention is an absorbent article (1) comprising: a main body section (10) provided with a top sheet (2), a back sheet (3), and an ab-
sorbent body (4); and wing sections (6, 6) that are arranged on both sides of the main body section (10). The main body section (10)
also comprises a bend-inhibiting sheet (5) that is provided between the absorbent body (4) and the back sheet (3). The edges (51, 51)
on both sides of the bend-inhibiting sheet (5) in the width direction are positioned farther outward in the width direction than the
side surfaces (41, 41) of the absorbent body. The bend-inhibiting sheet (5) imparts rigidity to the absorbent article (1) such that the
absorbent article (1) is harder to bend in the area in which the bend-inhibiting sheet (5) is provided than in the area in which the
bend-inhibiting sheet (5) is not provided.
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The invention of claim 1 cannot be considered to be novel in the light
of the invention disclosed in JP 2008-519672 A (The Procter & Gamble Co.),
12 June 2008 (12.06.2008), paragraphs [0031] to [0036], fig. 1, 4, and does
not have a special technical feature.

Consequently, four inventions (invention groups) each having a special
technical feature indicated below are involved in claims.

Meanwhile, the inventions of claims 1-4 and 7 having no special technical
feature are classified into invention 1.

(Invention 1) claims 1-4 and 7
(Continued to extra sheet)

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

[\

: As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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