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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, GEORGE R. McCov, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Osce-
ola, in the county of Polk and State of Ne-
braska, haveinvented certain new and useful
Improvements in Combined Suspenders and
Shoulder-Braces; and I do hereby declare the
following tobe afull, clear, and exact deserip-
tion of theinvention,such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
malke and use the same.

My invention has relation to improvements
in suspenders of that class or style combining
the utility of the ordinary suspenders and the
service of a shoulder-brace and back-sup-

_ port; and the object is to provide a combined
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suspender and shoulder-brace which issimple
and durable in construction and automat-
ically adjustable on the body to the move-
ments thereof.

I have fully and clearly illustrated my in-
vention in the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a part of this specification, and wherein

Figure 1 is a view of a complete set of my
improved suspenders and shoulder - braces
somewhat extended to fully show the con-
struction. Fig. 2 is a back view of the in-
vention as applied to a person. Fig. 3isa
detail of the shoulder-piece removed from its
position on the shoulder-strap, the covering
partly broken away lengthwise to show the
metal plate.

A A’ designate the shoulder straps or pieces
composed of any suitable material adapted to
the purpose, such as soft and pliable leather,
or a strong textile material. The middle of
the shoulder-straps is made rounded for a
proper distance, as at 1, to adapt that portion
to sit easily, properly, and comfortably under
the arms of the wearer. From the termina-
tions of the rounded portion 1 the shoulder-
straps are flat and the rear or lower ends
formed with loops or eyes 2, through which
the rounded portions of the back-straps are
arranged to slide therein, and to the upper
ends of the shoulder-straps are secured suit-
able buckles 3, to which the ends of the back-
straps are connected, substantially as shown
and as will be hereinafter more fully speci-
fied. Adjacent to the upper end of- each

shoulder-piece is secured one end of an ad-
justing-strap 4, the lower and other end be-

ing adjustable in a buckle 5, secured adjacent
to the lower end of the shoulder-strap. These
adjusting-straps 4 are adapted to adjust the
shounlder-straps to the proper position and to
hold them in such position.

B B’ designateshoulder pads or plates, com-

.posed of some suitable yielding material,

rounded in contour and longitudinally
strengthened and preserved in conformation
by a metal plate 6, suitably curved and formed

-to fit easily on the shoulder and secured be-

tween the material, substantially as shown
in Tig. 8 of the drawings. The pads B B’ are
adjustably secured to the shoulder-straps by
means of buttons or headed studs 7 taking
in buttonholes 7 in the shoulder - straps.
These pads give a large bearing to the shoul-

“der-straps on the shoulders and also build up
-the shoulders beneath the shoulders of the

outer clothing. Adjacent to the middle of
the rounded portions of each shoulder-strap
is secured a strap 8, which adjustably con-
nects to a buckle 9, secured to a loop or eye
10, slidingly arranged on the button straps or
cords, substantially as shown.

C C designate the back-straps, of any suit-
ablematerial, slidingly interlaced and crossed
tolie in the opposite directions, substantially
as shown, and having suitably connected to
their upper ends rounded straps 11 11%, hav-
ing flat end portions adjustably connected to
the buckles 3 on the shoulder-straps. The
lower ends of the back-straps are formed with
loops or eyes, through which the button-straps

“are slidingly arranged, as shown.

D D’ designate the button straps or cords,
rounded toslide through theloops of the back-
straps and the loops 10 of the straps of the
buckles 9, as shown, and having their respec-
tive ends formed with button-tabs 12 12%, to
be attached to the buttons on the trousers.
On each button-strap is slidingly arranged a
button-tab 13; disposed thereon between the
connections to the shoulder-straps and the
back-straps and adapted to button on the hip-
buttons on the trousers. :

My improved combined suspenders and
shoulder-braces is applied to the wearer in
the following-described manner: The arms
are inserted through the shoulder-straps, and
then these are adjusted to the shoulders by
the straps 4 and buckles 5.
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and intermediate button-tabs are then con-
nected to the trousers-buttons and further
adjustments made by the straps 8 and the
buckle connections at the upper ends of the
rounded portions of the back-straps. Addi-
tional adjustments to suit the convenience
and comfort of the wearer can be made while
the body is in upright position by adjusting
any of the buckle connections, which indicate
the necessity to give an equal pull on all the
parts.

It will be perceived by reference to the fore-
going description, in connection with the
drawings, that I provide a device for the pur-
poses intended which, when applied to the
person, will automatically adjust itself to the
accommodations of the varied movements.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The combined suspenders and shoulder-
brace herein described, comprising shoulder-
stiaps having rounded middle portions and
flat end portions, adjusting-straps connecting
the adjacent end portions of the shoulder-
straps, the crossed back-straps slidingly in-
tetsecting each other, the rounded straps con-
nected to the upper ends of the back-straps
and adjustably connected to the upper ends
of the shoulder-straps, and slidingly con-
nected to the lower ends thereof, the button-
straps having button connections at their re-
spective ends, and slidingly connected to the
lower ends of the back -straps, adjusting-
straps having their upper ends secured to the
rounded portions of the shoulder - straps,
buckles sliding on the button-straps and con-
necting with the straps on rounded portions

of the shoulder-straps, and intermediate but-
ton-tabs sliding on the button-straps.

2. The combined suspenders and shoulder-
brace herein described, comprising shoulder-
straps having rounded middle portions and
flat ‘end portions, shoulder-pads adjustably
connected to the shoulder-straps, adjusting-
straps connecting the adjacent end portions
of the shoulder-straps,the crossed back-straps

| slidingly intersecting each other, the rounded

straps connected to the upper ends of the
back-straps and adjustably connected to the
upper ends of the shoulder-straps and slid-
ingly connected to the lower ends thereof, the
button-straps having button connections at
their respective ends, and slidingly connected
to the lower ends of the back-straps, adjust-
ing-straps having their upper ends secured
tothe rounded portions of the shoulder-straps,
buckles sliding on the button-straps and con-
necting with the straps on rounded portions
of the shoulder-straps, and intermediate but-
ton-tabs sliding on the button-straps.

- 3. In a combined suspender and shoulder-
brace, the combination of the shoulder-straps
provided with buttonholes,and shoulder-pads
comprising two pieces of suitable yielding ma-
terial, metal platessecured between the pieces
of the pads and longitudinally thereof, and
buttons on the pads to button in the button-
holes of the shoulder-straps.

In lestimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE R. McCOY.
Witnesses:
M. A. MiLys,
. D, MILLs.
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