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To all whom it may concern’: .
Be it known that I, Luoy Arpex, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Saginaw,

‘in the county of Saginaw and State of

Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Catamenial Gar-
ments; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make arid use the same.

This invention relates to catamenial gar-

ments, and the improvements consist in cer-
tain novel details of construction and combi-
nations of parts whereby the objects of my
invention are attained, as will be more fully
set forth in the specification and pointed

- out in the claim.
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The objects of my invention are to pro-
vide a catamenial garment that can be easily
applied and removed, that will not roll or
become displaced, that will not only hold
the absorbent cloth or pad in position, but
will also possess the additional function of
a fluid retainer and a shield or guard to
prevent soiling the clothing if the absorbent
pad becomes saturated.

A further object is to provide a garment
that may be used as a bandage after confine-
ment or after surgical operations, being so
constructed as to retain its position with
comfort while the patient lies in bed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan
view with the pad removed; Fig. 2 is a
transversé section on line y—y of Fig. 1,
the pad being indicated by dotted lines; Fig.
3 is a side view; and Fig. 4 is a longitudinal
section on line z—a of Fig. 1.

In the drawings, the device comprises a
sack of rubber, oiled silk, or other moisture-
proof material, the sack being formed of a
bottom member 1, and a top member 2, the
sack being of any suitable contour, as for
llustration that shown in Fig. 1, consisting
of a substantially rectangular body with
pointed ends. The top member 2 is formed
with a centrally located elongated aperture
3, the edges of which may be reinforced with
tape.

At the front end of the sack is secured a
tape 4 which is stitched along the under side
of the top member 2, from the point of the
sack to the opening 3, the tape having its
outer free end provided with a suitable fas-
tening device, as a safety pin 5, for attach-
ment to the clothing of the wearer, and hav-

ing its inner free end extending into the ap- ..

erture 3 and similarly provided with a safety
pin 6 for attachment to the absorbent pad
or napkin 7, preferably pinned to the under
side of the pad, as indicated in Figs. 2, 3
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and 4. ‘Secured to the top member 2 at each ..

lateral edge of aperture 3 is a side tape 8,
having a safety pin 9 at its free end.

Pad 7 having been placed in the sack
through the opening 3 and having been
pinned at its under side by the pins 6 with

“the front and rear ends of the pad project-

ing out and overlapping the front and rear
portions of the top member 2 as shown in
Figs. 8 and 4, tape 4 is then pinned in front
to the clothing, or if preferred, to a band
(not shown) and rear tape 10 is similarly
pinned at the back. The side tapes 8 are
next drawn outward and passed down in-
side the leg of the wearer’s clothing, as for
lustration the under-drawers, indicated at
11 in Fig. 2, and the tapes are there pinned
to the drawers. Tt will be seen that draw-
ing out the tapes 8 as described, spreads the
aperture 3 laterally, and that the inner
edges of the top member 2 curl outwardly
and downwardly, overlapping and envelop-
ing the top edges 12 of the leg of the
drawers and thereby preventing the clothing
from becoming soiled. It will also be seen
that this lateral spreading of the aperture
8 not only prevents the moisture-proof top
9 from overlapping the absorbent surface
of the pad. but also forms a sack or pocket
that fits the body closely and effectually
collects all fluid that is not absorbed and
retained by the pad.

When the device is used in surgical and
confinement cases, where the patient is not
wearing underclothing to which the tape 8
may be attached, as above described, a band-
age 13 may be applied to each leg, to which
bandage the pin 9 is secured.

By extending the tape 4 along the under-
side of the top member 2 and securing its
pin 6 to the pad, while the outer end of the
tape is secured to the clothing by pin 5,
it will be noted that I remove all strain
from the sack. The pad is thus held in
place by the tension of the tapes, leaving
the sack to perform merely the functions
of a receptacle and a shield for the clothing,
thereby reducing liability of tearing or
wearing out the sack, and rendering it more
durable.

The pad has no straps across its upper
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surface, and no part of thie device except
the moisture-proof sack and the pad itself
are exposed to contact with fluid, increasing
the value and usefulness of the device fro
a sanitary point of view. :

Having described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is:—

A catamenial garment comprising a sack
composed of a non-absorbent bottom mem-
ber, a non-absorbent top member secured
thereto and formed with a centrally dis-
posed elongated aperture; longitudinal
tapes secured to the front and rear portions
of said sack, the inner free ends of said
tapes projecting into the space between said
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members and provided with fastening
means; side tapes secured at their inner ends

- to the lateral edges of said top member sur-

rounding said aperture and midway its
length, said side tapes adapted to extend
downwardly to spread the aperture and to
fold outwardly and downwardly the edges
surrounding the aperture of said top mem-
ber; and fastening devices secured to the
free lower ends of said side tapes.
In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.
LUCY ALDEN.
Witnesses:
CurisTiNe A. Bramer,
Gro. W. SyrTH.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” .
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