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This. invention relates to a-customized enclosure for
porches.and- the like, and more particularly to enclosures
for covering the sides of existing building structures such
as porches, stoops, car ports, and the like. ‘The invention
contemplates the use of flexible sheet-like material sup-
ported by frame members which are arranged to be con-
nected. together to form such enclosure. Such flexible
sheet-like material as wire cloth screening, flexible trans-
parent . resin material,. and any other suitable covering
material may be used upon said frame members.

- In some- respects, the invention comprises an improve-
ment over the house-like construction cormiprising the sub-
ject matter of U.S. patent application Serial No. 514,412,
said -application having been assigned to the assignee of
the present invention. The improvement primarily com-
prises the greater adaptability of the structure comprising
thepresent invention to use for enclosing, in a customized
manner, the sides of existing various sizes and shapes of
porches; stoops, :car ports, and the like, whereas the in-
vention comprising the subject matter of said pending ap-
plication primarily is adapted to a self-contained house-
like structure.

Frequently when new houses are built for speculative
purposes particularly, porches, stoops, car ports and the
like ‘are included but, very often, the sides of these re-
main open. . In many instances this is done in order to
minimize the cost of constructing such houses. After the
house has been sold to a new purchaser, the enclosing
of the sides -of such. porches, stoops, and the like in a
customized manner by a carpenter for purposes of screen-
ing the porch, for example, is quite costly. - Further, due
to the fact that porches of different houses, other than
row-type houses for example, rarely are the same size

and, usually, no ready built type of porch screens are

available for enclosing such porches.

Further, particularly where:a porch or the like of a long
existing house is to be enclosed, it is found that the floor
is somewhat uneven due to settling or the like and. not
infrequently even the upper trim or framing of the porch
just under the roof has settled or sagged from its position,
usually .irregularly.’- Hence, the matter of enclosing such
a porchis all the more difficult, particularly if ready made
screens of some types are desired in order to minimize
the cost of such screening of the porch. Hence, a custom
screening job by a carpenter generally is required The
cost. of this frequently results in the porch remaining un-
screened.

The principal object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a type and system of enclosing structure for porches,
stoops and the like which lends itself to having the com-
ponent parts of the enclosure cut to fit accurately at a fac-
tory or scattered shops of franchised distributors for ex-
ample, and shipped to a-job in packaged form of compact
dimensions. The installation of such components requires
little ‘time and may be accomplished by inexperienced
persons: following a few simple directions which may be
furnished in printed form with the package whereby,
when assembled, the porch will be enclosed satisfactorily,
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precisely, and less expensively than would be the cost if
the porch were enclosed by a carpenter or other skilled
mechanic making such enclosure with comparable ma-
terials.

Another object of the invention is to so construct the
framing of the enclosure comprising the supporting means
for sheet-like covering material that said framing may be
cut from long stock lengths of standard or special shapes
of structural forms either at a factory or distributor’s
shop to conform to the exact sides of a porch to be
covered by said enclosure, and the fastening means for the
members of the frames also are quickly attached by power
machinery after the cuiting of the lengths of structural
members, whereby all that is required for installing the
enclosure on the job site is the use of a few screws and
possibly a cement drill if the floor of the porch or the like
is of masonry construction.

One further object of the invention is to- provide
adaptor ‘or filler members which will compensate for
irregularities ‘in- the existing structure such as have re-
sulted from sagging and the like, whereby the porch will
be fully enclosed particularly against the entrance of
insects to the enclosure,

One further object of the invention is to provide means
in the construction by which the flexible sheet-like ma-
terial comprising the covering of the enclosure is placed
under tension and such tensioning of said material main-
tains the various components of the frame consiruction in
assembled relationship.

Details of the foregoing objects and of the invention, as
well as other objects thereof, are set forth in the follow-
ing specification and illustrated in the drawings compris-
ing-a part thereof.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary perspective view of a
car port, the sides of which are enclosed by means em-
bodying the present invention.

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary side elevation showing details of
portions of the framing structure of the enclosure en-
bodying the invention, the scale of such figure being en-
larged over that used in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional elevation taken on ‘the
line 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of hanger
structure by ‘which the upper end of the sheet-like flexible
material is supported in operative position.

Fig. 5 isa fragmentary perspective view illustrating a
positioning lug fixed to one frame member and being tele-
scopically received in one end of another frame member,
said frame members being illustrated in phantom.

Fig. 6'is a fragmentary side elevation showing the lower
portion oOf part of. the frame structure of the enclosure
embodying the present invention and showing particulasly |
the means by which the sheet-like material is placed under
tension and also one exemplary means for anchoring the
lower portion of the frame to a porch floor of masonry
construction.

Fig. 7 is a vertical elevation taken on the line 7—7
of Fig. 6.

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary perspective view showing por-.
tions of one of the lower frame members and supporting
and tensioning bar for the flexible sheet material, as
well as the bracket structure for holding the latter under
tension.

Fig. 9 is a foreshortened fragmentary front view of a
portion of an enclosure structure embodying the present
invention and showing all portions of the principal frame
members and flexible sheet-like -enclosing material con-
templated for use in the present invention.

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary sectional view of a vertical
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strut and part of a door frame taken on the line 10—19
of Fig. 1 but shown on a larger scale than in Fig. 1.

Fig. 11 is a sectional elevation on a scale similar to
that used in Fig. 10 and showing a strut comprising
part of the present invention which may be used at the
corner of a porch or the like in accordance with the
invention.

Fig. 12 is a vertical side view, partly in vertical section,
showing in full lines an exemplary installation of an
enciosure for the front end of a car port, and in broken
lines, said panel is shown in elevated position, whereby
said panel may serve as a hinged door for the car port.

Fig. 13 is a fragmentary, horizontal sectional view
of the door-like panel structure shown in Fig. 12 and il-
lustrating comnecting means for holding said panel - in
closed, vertical position.

Fig. 14 is an exemplary, diagrammatic plan view of a
conventional porch and illustrating the manner in which
enclosure structure embodying the principles of the pres-
ent invention may be used to enclose the spaces between
the existing pillars of said porch.

It is to be understood that the present invention con-
templates the use of sheet-like flexible material to en-
close the spaces between existing pillars, if any, of an
existing porch, stoop or the like, and between the top
framework and floor thereof. For summer use particu-
larly, said flexible sheet-like material may comprise wire
screen cloth and preferbaly non-corroding cloth such as
that made from aluminum, bronze, or the like. Inas-
much however as it is desired to form the entire en-
closing structure from non-corroding material and also
since aluminum lends itself readily to being shaped into
structural forms of warious cross-sectional shapes by an
extrusion process, it is preferred that similar non-corrod-
ing material be used as extensively as possible in order
to minimize electrolitic action taking place. The inven-
tion is not to be restricted however to the use of any
specific material although it is found that the use of
aluminum as extensively as possible is desirable from
the standpoint of cost, workability, strength, appearance,
lightness in weight to minimize shipping costs, and other
qualities.

Further, particularly for winter use, if desired, the flex-
ible sheet-like material to be used to cover the open sides
of a porch or the like may comprise transparent, synthetic
resin sheeting of which a number of different types are
commercially available, the same being durable and
weather-resistant, and also possessing substantial tensile
strength. For purposes of convenience however and to
simplify the description and illustration of the present
invention, wire screen cloth has been illustrated in the
drawings and will be referred to in the specification but
it is to be understood that this is merely for convenience
and the invention is not to be restricted to the use of
wire screen cloth since transparent flexible sheeting of
synthetic resin or the like may be used with equal
facility, structurally to form an enclosure for an exist-
ing porch or the like.

In Fig. 1, a conventional and exemplary car port 10
is illustrated, the same comprising for example orna-
mental metal corner structures 12 which support the
substantially flat roof 14. To enclose such exemplary
car port by structure embodying the present invention,
it is contemplated that a plurality of elongated upper
structural L-shaped members 16 are used in a position
adjacent the top framework 18 of the car port 10, porch,
stoop, or the like. The members 16 are well illustrated
in Figs. 2 and 3. Also, referring particularly to Figs. 7
through 9, it will be seen that elongated lower struc-
tural U-shaped channel members 20 are disposed ad-
jacent the floor of the existing building structure and,
particularly where the spaces to be enclosed are quite
wide, it is preferred that the lower members 20 be
anchored intermediately of the ends thereof, as well
as at the ends if desired, to the floor 22, if of masonry
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4
construction, by thumb screws 24 or the like threaded for
example into Ackerman or similar expansion nuts 26
placed within the masonry floor 22. Such nuts commonly
are used in many types of structural building today by
drilling a suitable hole with a carbide bit. If the floor
is of wood however, a simple wood screw may be used
in lieu of the thumb screw Z4.

Extending between the upper and lower structural mem-
bers 16 and 20, as frequently as is deemed necessary,
are a plurality of spaced, preferably slim or narrow
struts or columns 28. Preferably the struts or columns
2% are formed from extruded metal such as aluminum
and are substantially square in cross-section as is shown
for example in Fig. 13. Also, for convenience, said
struts or columns may be extruded so as to have T-
shaped, channel-forming projections 3¢ provided on one
side thereof, the channels thereof being arranged to
receive the opposite side edges of flexible sheet-like panels
of material such as wire screen cloth or fabric 32.. . This
type of strut and channel forming member is used par-
ticularly in the formation of side enclosing panels of
extensive width such as shown in Fig. 1 for example.

Modified forms of struts or columns may be used how-
ever for corner constructions, door jambs, and other in-
stallations which may be desired in such enclosures how-
ever. For example, in Fig. 10, a preferably extruded
strut or column 34 is shown which, in the main, is
preferably of similar internal dimensioms as the struts
or columns 28, for purposes to be described, while the
strut 34 also is provided with a lateral projection 36
which comprises a door stop for ome side edge of the
fragmentarily illustrated door 38. It will be seen also
that an L-shaped projection 48 of exemplary construc-
tion is shown in Fig. 10 so as to form a single channel
for one edge of the flexible material 32. Although this
preferably extruded form appears to be somewhat com-
plex in shape, the production thereof is no more difficult
than the formation of other types of shapes currently
available in the metal trade of this nature.

Where for example it is desired that a corner strut or
pillar be used, by referring to Fig. 11 it will be seen
that a convenient, preferably extruded, hollow strut or
pillar 42 is shown which is shaped to have a plurality
of channels 44 on adjacent sides thereof which are dis-
posed at 90° to each other. The reception of the edges
of the side enclosing flexible material 32 which cover
adjacent angularly related sides of the porch or the like
is well shown in this figure.

To illustrate the manner in which an enclosing struc-’

ture embodying the present invention might be custom-
ized at substantially no more cost than mass produced
enclosures, it is proposed that the dimensions of a cus-
tomer’s porch or other structure to be enclosed are taken
accurately and noted upon a diagram form which may
be obtained for example from a dealer, hardware or de-

partment store, or any other similar establishment selling
These dimensions are sent

this class of merchandise.
either to'a factory or franchised dealers” shops, whichever
is nearest the customer, and from said dimensions; the
exact lengths of upper members 16, lower channel mem-
bers 20, and the required shapes and lengths of struis
or columns 28, 34, and 42, or otherwise are cut from
long stock lengths of such structural shapes. Holes are
drilled or punched within said elongated horizontal up-
per and lower members for purposes of riveting prefer-
ably rigid but slightly resilient lug-like members 46 there-
to. Any suitable shape may be used in forming such
lugs 46 but it is found that if the same are U-shaped
and have slightly inwardly bent outer ends as illustrated
in Fig. 3, they will be highly satisfactory. Preferably, the
width of the opposite legs of the U-shaped lug members
46 closely conforms to the width of the openings within
the tubular strut or column, regardless of the shape
thereof. Also, the outer surfaces of the opposite legs
of the U-shaped lug members 46 are spaced apart sub-
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stantially the same dimension, whereby a firm frictional
engagement between the lug members 46 and the interior
of the various shapes of vertical struts or columns is
achieved. The lug members 46 may firmly and easily be
attached to the horizontal upper and lower members 16
and 20 by any suitable means such as rivets 48. Prefer-
ably, the lug-like members 46 are formed from stainless
steel or any other suitable non-corrosive material as are
likewise the rivets 48. .

The lug members 46 respectively on the upper and
lower structural members 16 and 29 are in vertical align-
ment with each other whereby when the tubular struts
or columns are fitted to said horizontal upper and lower

10

members, said struts or columns will be substantially

vertical. In many instances, the struts or columns will
be disposed adjacent existing pillars 50, whereby the lug
members 46 will be fixed to the upper and lower mem-
bers 16 and 20 adjacent the ends thereof. Regardless of
this however, it will be seen that the special shapes of
door-frame and corner struts or columns 34 and 42 have
a principal interior shape which corresponds in cross-
sectional area to that of the strut or column 28 contem-
plated for most common use, whereby any of said special
shapes of struts or columns readily may receive the lug
members 46 and frictionally engage the same. It will
be seen that the lug members 46 comprise the only means
to prevent axial movement of the struts or columns and
hence it is preferred that at least a pair of rivets 48 be
used to secure the lug members 46 to the horizontal struc-
tural members, as shown in Figs. 2 and 6 for example.

~ To facilitate assembly and installation of the enclosing
structure comprising the present invention and also to
compensate for irregularities resulting from sagging and
the like, for example, in existing structures, it further is
contemplated that a combination space closing or filling
and fastening member 52 be utilized in conjunction with
the upper structural members 16. Preferably, the member
52 is elongated and L-shaped in cross-section as is best
shown in Fig. 3. One flange thereof slidably abuts one
flange of the member 16 in facial contact and said mem-
bers are movable relative to each other in a vertical direc-
tion for planar adjustment. Such adjustment is possible
by providing a plurality of longitudinally spaced slots 54
in the member 52. Said slots extend vertically, prefer-
ably. Also, the vertical flange of each upper structural
member 16 is provided with a plurality of longitudinally
spaced short slots 55, the midpoint of each of which is
transversely aligned with the centers of the slots 54. Fas-
tening bolts 56 and preferably thumb nuts extend through
the slots 54 and 55 to hold the member 52 adjustably
connected to the upper structural member 16. ' The short
slots 55 permit limited relative longitudinal adjustment
between the members 16 and 52 to facilitate the mount-
ing of the present enclosure relative to an existing build-
ing structure but the major amount of adjustment is per-
formed by the vertical slots 54.

A slot-closing plate 58 also has a hole or short slot
therein adjacent one edge to receive the bolt 56 and said
plate is placed over the slot 54 in the member 52 when
the nut is tightened upon the bolt 56, thereby preventing
the ingress of insects through said slot. One such plate
is provided for each slot 54.

By the use of the construction just described above, it
will be seen that even though the top frame work of a
porch for example might not be exactly level, the upper
structural member 16 nevertheless may be mounted so
as to be substantially level and the space filling and clos-
ing members 52" may be adjusted to compensate for
irregularities between the top frame work 18 and the
upper member 16 of the enclosure structure..

Extending between the upper and lower members 16
and 20 in a vertical direction, as well as horizontally be-
tween the vertical struts or columns, is a sheet of flexible
material 32 which may comprise woven wire cloth or
fabric, or suitable impervious synthetic resin sheeting

20

25

30

85

40

45

50

b5

60

85

70

75

6

of a flexible nature and of which a number of commercial
varieties are available. A convenient means for suspend-
ing said flexible material between said frame members
comprises an upper channel member 60 and a. similar
lower channel member 62 respectively shown in detail in
Figs. 3 and. 7. Said channel members preferably are
made from corrosion-resistant material such as aluminum
and are bent into the shapes shown in said figures for pur-
poses of providing a sheet-receiving channel into which
one end of the flexible sheet 32 is slidably inserted and
then bent upon itself so as to extend downwardly from
the upper member 60 and upwardly from the lower mem-
ber 62. A suitable supporting bracket 64 is riveted or
otherwise secured to the upper member 16 as shown in
detail in Fig. 4. A hanger 66, having a manually en-
gageable handle 68 is secured to the upper channel mem-
ber 60 as shown in Fig. 4 and a portion of the hanger
66 is received within a slot or hole 69 of clamping bracket
64 so as to suspend the upper channel member 60 and
also the upper edge of the flexible sheet 32 from the
upper structural member 16 of the frame-like. construc-
tion. - As many brackets 64 and hangers 66 as desired
may be used in longitudinally spaced relationship as is
necessary, depending upon the width of the opening to be
covered by the flexible sheet 32. .

Other suitable supporting means for the upper chan-
nel member 60 and flexible sheet 32 may be used if de-
sired. However, it is preferred that a detachable sup-
porting means be used so that the flexible sheet 32 may
be removed when desired and stored for example by
rolling the same coil-like into a compact package. Said
flexible sheet also may be shipped initially from the fac-
tory or distributor in this manner.

The flexible sheet material 32, whether of wire screen
nature or impervious sheet-like resin material, or the
like, preferably is mounted upon the frame structure com-
prising the present invention so as to be tensioned be-
tween the upper and lower elongated members 16 and
20. After the upper edge. of the. flexible sheet 32 has
been mounted as described immediately above, the lower
edge thereof which has been inserted previously within
the channel of lower channel member 62 will be disposed.
adjacent the lower structural member 20 as shown in
Figs. 6 through 8. Preferably in vertical alignment with-
the brackets 64, a plurality of clamping brackets 70 are
fixed by screws or otherwise to the lower structural mem-
bers 20 as shown particularly in Fig. 8. A fulcrumstype
tensioning bar 72 is associated with each bracket 70 and
a clamping bolt 74 having a wing nut 76 thereon is op-
erable to depress the outer end of the fulcrum bar 72
so as to lower the outer tongue 78 on said bar which
extends through a slot 8¢ in lower channel member 62.
There preferably are as many tensioning bracket assem-
blies as there are supporting brackets 64, as implied above.
The assembly of the tongues 78 ‘of such assemblics
through the slots 80 in the lower channel members .62
easily is effected and tightening of the wing nuts 76
quickly places the flexible sheets 32 under tension, where-
by the upper and lower edges are securely anchored rel-
ative to the frame structure, and the eédges of the flexible-
sheets 32 are held against the frame structure by the
channel forming means formed on each of the struts or
columns 28, 34, 42, or the like.

When for example the present invention is adapted to .
use with a car port such as shown in Fig. 1, it is conceiv-
able that the car port might be desirable for use as an
outdoor living room, during the summer months particu-
larly, yet, when cold weather arrives, the same may be
used again to house an automobile. During use as a
living room, the enclosure panel generally designated 82
may comprise a door which is hinged at the top but
which nevertheless closes said end continuously during
use as a living room. While so used, the lower structural
member 20 may be anchored to the floor of the car port
by a thumb screw 24 or the like, if desired. However,
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when the panel 82 is to be opened so as to permit use of
the car port for garage purposes, then it is contemplated
that the preferably L-shaped fastening member 52 which
is connected to the upper structural member 16 be con-
nected by a hinge 84 to the interior of the top frame
work 18 as clearly shown in Fig. 12. The construction
of the side edges of the frame of the outer panel 82 also
is shown in enlarged detail in Fig. 13 and, for example,
may comprise a pair of adjacent struts or columns 28,
the outermost of each of said pair of struts or columns
being permanently fixed to the car port, while the inner
strut 28’ is secured to upper and lower members 16 and
20 so as to be movable as a hinged door 82 relative to
the outermost struts or columns 28. Under such circum-
stances, the outermost columns or struts 28 are not fixed
to the lower member 28 of the door-like outer panel 82
but nevertheless are fixed to the lower structural mem-
bers 26 extending along the sides of the car port.

During use as an outdoor living room, the adjacent
struts or columns 28 and 28’, as shown in Fig. 13, are
secured together by any suitable means, such as a thumb
bolt 86 which extends through apertures in opposed side
walls of the strut 28, but one of the side walls of strut 28
is threaded to receive the threaded inner end of the thumb
bolt 86, as clearly shown in Fig. 13. Hence, removal
of the thumb bolts 86 and corresponding fastening means
24 in the lower member 2¢ of the door-like cuter panel
82 permits said outer panel to be elevated to the dotted
line position shown in Fig. 12, adjacent the roof of the
car port, where it may be held by any suitable means
such as a hook 88. When disposed in this position, the
elevated door-like panel 82 leaves the front end of the
car port open for entrance and exit of any vehicle such
as an automobile or the like.

In the preferred embodiment of the inventicn, the
upper and lower ends of the flanges forming the channels
for receiving the edges of the flexible sheets 32, to hold
the same adjacent the struts 28, preferably are removed
for a short distance as indicated at 96 in Fig. 9 io facili-
tate insertion of the flexible sheet 32 within said chan-
nels when the sheets and frame construction of the en-
closure comprising the present invention are being as-
sembled.

When for example the enclosure comprising the present
invention is being positioned so as to enclose a porch
for example which has a floor sloping slightly forward
and downward, as is conventional in porch floors, whether
formed of wood, masonry, or the like, the lower edge of
the flexible sheets 32 may be cut at a corresponding angle
and hence, when the lower tensioning members 62 are
placed under tension by manipulation of the wing nuts 76,
the flexible sheets 32 are placed under even tension and
will be stretched flat while the upper and lower edges
thereof conform perfectly to the upper and lower struc-
tural members 16 and 20 which are fastened respectively
to the top framework 18 and the floor of the porch, the
side edges of the flexible sheets 32 also lying flat against
the vertical struts or columns extending between said
upper and lower structural members.

From the foregoing, it will be seen that the present
invention comprises an enclosing assembly susceptible to
being precisely fitted and affixed to various sizes of exist-
ing building structures such as conventional iporches,
stoops, car ports and the like. By the use of this in-
vention, a home cwner is afforded a structure by which
wire screen cloth or other flexible sheet material may be
used to enclose an existing structure having a roof but
one or more open sides. Such enclosing also may be
done in a custom-like manner yet under many circum-
stances, such customized enclosure will be less expensive
than if a contractor were engaged to make the enclosure
from available materials sold by a hardware dealer or
the like. This is due to the fact that the cutting and
fabricating of the various elements forming the frames to
support the flexible sheet material are performed at a
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factory or at a franchised dealer’s shop where suitable
equipment is available to accomplish these operations
much more quickly and hence more economically than
it could be done by an individual contractor. All of the
elements used in the enclosing structure preferably are
of corrosion-resistant nature such as aluminum, stainless
steel, and the like. As a result of this, no swelling or
sticking of the material takes place as would be the situa-
tion if wood were used and no pericdic painting of the
structure is required as where wood or other perishable
material is employed in the structure.

Still further, due to the nature of the frame-forming
elements particularly of the present invention, as well
as the means preferred for attaching the same to the
existing structure such as the upper framework and floor
thereof, installation time required is far less than that
which would be required for an individual contractor
to fit and install a comparable enclosure made from
available stock material of stock lengths at a building
supply dealer for example. Essentially, very simple
tools are used to install the present invention, these
principaily comprising a screw driver, and possibly a
masonry drill in the event the floor structure is of masonry
nature. Further, even the holes to receive the screws
may be made in certain of the frame members at the
factories or distributors’ shops, whereby no cutting and
fitting of any kind is required when installing the enclo-
sure structure comprising the present invention.

In addition, the factory or franchise dealer will main-
tain in stock flexible sheet material such. as wire screen
cloth of a wide range of widths, whereby due to par-
ticularly to relatively deep channels being provided on
the strut or column members, a slight amount of leeway
is provided so that suitable widths of stock flexible sheet
material may be used to form an enclosure for an existing
porch-like construction of practically any width or shape.

VWhile the invention has been described and illustrated
in its several preferred embodiments, and has included
certain details, it should be understood that the inven-
tion is not to be limited to the precise details herein
illustrated and described since the same may be carried
out in other ways falling within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed.

I claim:

1. An assembly susceptible to being fitted precisely
and affixed to various sizes of existing building struc-
tures such as conventional porches, stoops, car ports
and the like to cover open sides thereof and form an
enclosure, said assembly comprising in combination,
upper and lower elongated metallic structural members
cut similarly to required length and arranged to be posi-
tioned respectively adjacent the top framework of the
existing building structure and the floor thereof, the upper
structural member having a vertical face thereon extending
substantially the full length thereof, elongated narrow
metallic struts cut similarly to required length and ex-
tending vertically between said upper and lower mem-
bers at spaced intervals, interfitting Iug and socket
positioning means on said members and the ends of said
struts to connect and position said members and struts
accurately relative to each other and form a frame, flex-
ible sheet-like material extending over the outer face of
said frame vertically between said upper and lower mem-
bers and transversely between said struts, channel means
on said struts parallel to the outer faces thereof and
respectively receiving the vertical edges of said sheet-
like material, supporting and tensioning means connected
respectively to the upper and lower edges of said mate-
rial and also to said upper and lower members, one of:
said means being adjustable relative to one of said
members and operable to tension said material across
the outer face of said frame between the top framework
and floor of an existing building structure and hold said
interfitting lug and socket positioning means connected,
elongated means connectable to said top framework of



2,888,070

9

an existing structure and provided with a vertical face
thereon extending longitudinally therealong and adjust-
ably connected against the vertical face of said upper
elongated member of said frame to. secure the top of
said frame to said existing structure and cover any space
existing between said framework and upper member, and
means engageable with said lower structural member
and floor of an existing structure to secure the lower por-
tion of said frame thereto.

2. The assembly set forth in claim 1 further including
hinges connected to said elongated means and attachable
to said top framework, whereby said frame and flexible
material connected thereto comprise a door which may
be hingedly supported at the top to said existing structure
and may be swung overhead when said last mentioned
securing means is detached from the floor of said existing
structure.

3. The assembly set forth in claim 1 further charac-
terized by said lower elongated member of said frame
comprising a channel invertedly positioned in use and
said connected upper elongated member and elongated
means ecach comprising L-shaped structures in cross-
section and each being positioned in use with one flange
normally extending vertically, said vertical flanges being

in facial contact and adjustably connected for planar *

adjustment, and means operable to clamplingly connect
said vertical flanges together in vertical adjustment.

4. The assembly set forth in claim 3 further charac-
terized by one of said vertical flanges having a substan-
tially vertical slot and the other a hole aligned tranms-
versely therewith, bolt-like means extending through said
slot and hole to connect said flanges together in adjusted
relationship, and a substantially flat cover member dis-
posed against said slotted flange and covering said slot
therein, said cover member being held positioned by said
bolt-like means.

5. An enclosing assembly susceptible to being fitted
precisely and affixed to various sizes of existing building
structures such as conventional porches, stoops, car ports
and the like, said assembly comprising in combination,
upper and lower elongated metallic structural members
cut similarly to required length and arranged to be posi-
tioned respectively adjacent the top framework of an
existing building structure and the floor thereof, said
upper elongated member being L-shaped in cross-section
and positioned with one flange extending horizontally
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and the other extending vertically from the outer edge
of said horizontal flange, lug means connected to and
projecting respectively dowaward from the horizontal
flange of said upper member and upward from the upper
surface of said lower member in vertical alignment with
each other, tubular elongated struts of narrow width
and having an interior shape complementary to the cross-
sectional shape of said lug means, said struts being cut
similarly to required length and extending vertically
between said upper and lower members and abutting the
same when positioned as aforesaid and the opposite
ends of said struts frictionally receiving said lug means
telescopically to connect and position said members and
struts accurately relative to each other, channel-forming
means formed on and extending longitudinally along
the outer surfaces of said struts, flexible sheet-like mate-
rial extending over the outer face of said frame vertically
between said upper and lower elongated members and
transversely between said struts, the vertical edges of
said sheetlike material being received freely within the
channel means of said struts, supporting and tensioning
means connecting respectively the upper and lower edges
of said material to said upper and lower members, said
lower supporting means being adjustable relative to said
lower elongated member and operable to tension said ma-
terial across the opening of said frame and hold said lug
means connected to said struts, manually operable means
supported by said lower elongated structural member
at spaced intervals and engaging said lower supporting
and tensioning means to effect movement thereof to
tension said flexible member, and means operable respec-
tively to connect the vertical flange of said upper elongated
structural member to the upper framework and the lower
elongated structural member to the fioor of an existing
structure, the means connecting said upper structural
member having a vertical flange thereon flatly and slid-
ably engaging said vertical flange of said upper struc-
tural member and being clamped thereto in use.
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