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4 Claims.

The main objects of this invention are:

First, to provide a combined envelope and letter
sheet of improved construction.

Second, to provide a device of this character
having a central section adapted to receive a
communication on one side and be folded on it-
self te provide front and rear envelope walls with
the communication on the inner side, the address
being on the outer side of one of the envelope
walls.

Third, to provide an inner end section or card
connected to one end of said central section by
a periorated or weakened line and adapted to
be folded on said line between the envelope parts
for mailing and torn therefrom upon receipt.

Fourth, to provide an outer end portion con-
nected to the outer end of said central portion
by a folding line and consisting of a closure flap
adapted to be folded upon the folded central
portion and a memorandum portion or stub at-
tached to said flap by a perforated or weakened
line and adapted to be torn therefrom before
folding and mailing the envelope.

Fifth, to provide means for holding the parts
in folded relation associated with said flap and
the address half or section of said central por-
tion.

Sixth, to provide a mailing device having the
above desirable features and characteristics which
is simple and economical and easy to print, fold,
seal and open.

Objects relating to details and economies of
my invention will appear from the description
to follow. The invention is defined and pointed
ouf in the claims.

A structure which is a preferred embodiment
of my invention is illustrated in the accompany-
ing drawing, in which:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the inner side of the
combined envelope and letter sheet embodying
the features of my invention.

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the sheet par-
tially folded, the memorandum card or stub hav-
ing been detached from the flap.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the folded and sealed
envelope ready for mailing.

Fig. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary transverse
section on a line corresponding to line 4—4 of
Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is a partially folded modification of my
invention,

Referring to the embodiment of my invention
illustrated by Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive, of the draw-
ing, 1 in general represents a sheet of suitable
stock, preferably light cardboard or paper sub-

(C1. 229—92.5)

stantially heavier than ordinary writing paper.
The sheet comprises a central portion 2, an
inner or lower end portion 3, and an upper or
outer end portion 4.

The central portion is adapted to receive a
communication indicated at 5 on one side thereof
and be folded on itself along the central folding
line 6 with the communication on the inner side.
The outer side of one of the sections 7 of the
central portion is adapted to receive the mailing
address indicated at 8. The section receiving
the address is provided with a cross or diagonal
slit 9 in the left-hand corner thereof.

The inner or lower end portion 3 is connected
to the central portion 2 by the weakened or per-
forated line 10 so that the portion 3 may be
folded between the halves of the central portion
for mailing purposes and torn therefrom upon
receipt of the letter. The illustrated portion 3
is in the form of a card such as a lodge card
and  contains appropriate credentials for the
holder. .

The upper end portion 4 is connected to the
central portion by the folding line 11 and con-
sists of a flap 12 adapted to be folded over the
address section 7 of the central portion and a
memorandum portion or stub 13. The memo-
randum stub 13 is connected to the flap 12 by
the perforated or weakened line 14 so that it
may be torn therefrom before folding the parts
to form the mailing envelope 15 as illustrated by
Fig. 3. The stub 13 contains appropriate blanks
for recording the matter transmitted by the com-
munication and contained in the card 3.

The left-hand side of the flap 12 is cut out at
16 to provide the tongue 17 when the memoran-~
dum stud 13 is torn from the flap 12. After the
parts are folded, the tongue 17 is inserted in the
slit 9 and acts to hold the parts in folded rela-
tion at the left-hand side of the envelope. The
upper right-hand corner of the envelope is adapt-
ed to receive the postage stamp 18 which is pasted
in overlapping relation on the flap 12 and the
address section 7 of the letter portion 2. The
stamp and tongue provide an effective lock which
prevents the opening of the letter without break-
ing the seal provided by the stamp.

In use, the sender fills out the blanks in the
card 3 and the memorandum card or stub 4 and
then tears the flap 12 from the memorandum
card 4 along the perforated line 14. The sheet
is then folded beginning with the card 3 along
the weakened line 10 along the folding line 6
and finally along the folding line 11. The tongue
17 is thereupon inserted in the slot 9 and the -
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postage stamp 18 pasted on the flap and section 7
as illustrated by Fig. 3. Upon receipt of the let-
ter, the addressee breaks the seal provided by the
stamp by inserting a finger under the flap 12,
which allows the tongue 17 to be withdrawn from
the slit 9 and the envelope opened. The ad-
dressee may then detach the card 3, the part to
be preserved, from the letter portion 2.

In the modification illustrated by Fig. 5, the
flap 22 is provided with cut out portions 26 and
28 forming the tongue 27 for insertion in the slit
19 in the manner described above in connection
with Figs. 1 to 4, inclusive. Otherwise, the struc-
ture of the modification is substantially similar to
that of the preferred form of the invention.

My improvement is extremely simple and eco-
nomical inasmuch as it obviates the use of a con-
ventional envelope separate from the letter and
card 3.

The memorandum card or stub is a particular-

ly desirable feature inasmuch as it is printed with

the combined envelope and letter sheet and pro-
vides means for conveniently recording the data
communicated by the letter. My method of fold~-
ing the sheet is aiso very convenient. The means

for holding the parts in folded relation provides

an ‘effective means for preventing the opening of
the Tetter without breaking the seal provided by
the postage stamp.
- I have illustrated and described my improve~
ments in embodiments which I have found very
practical. I have not attempted to illustrate or
describe other embodiments or adaptations, as it
is believed this disclosure will enable those skilled
in the art to embody or adapt my improvements
as may be desired.

Having thus described my invention, what I

.elaim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent is:

1. A combined envelope and letter sheet com-
»rising a. central section foldable upon itself to
provide front and rear envelope walls, a bottom
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section foldable betweeri said walls and having
a scored connection with the central section fa-
cilitating detaching, and a top section scored to
provide a detachable stub and a closure flap fold-
able upon the front wall to receive a portion of a
stamp affixed to the front wall and having a
noteh at one end providing a retaining tongue
when the detachable stub is removed, the front
wall having a slit to receive said tongue, the
tongue coacting with the ‘stamp for retaining the
closure flap.

9. A combined envelope-and letter sheet com-
prising a central section foldable upon itself pro-
viding front and rear envelope walls, a detachable
section at one end foldable between said walls,
and a closure flap at the other end foldable upon
one of said walls, said closure flap having a de-
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tachable stub extension and being notched at one -

end to provide a tongue when the stub is removed,
the wall upon which the closure flap is lapped
having a slit receiving said tongue, L

3. A combined envelope and letter sheet com-
prising a central section foldable upon itself to
provide front and rear envelope walls, a detach-
able bottom section foldable between said walls,
and a top section comprising an outer detach-
able stub and a closure flap foldable upon the
front wall and having a notch at one end provid-
ing a retaining tongue when the detachable stub
is removed, the front wall having a slit to re-
ceive said tongue.

4. A combined envelope and letter sheet com-
prising a central section foldable upon itself
providing front and rear envelope walls, a de-
tachable section at one end foldable between said
walls, and a closure flap at the other end foldable
upon one of said walls, said closure flap having
a detachable stub extension and conformed to
provide & tongue when the stub is removed, the
wall upon which the closure flap is lapped having
a slit receiving said tongue.

: PAUL J. THLING.
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