Aug. 11, 1964 S. R. WEISBERG 3,144,129

CONTAINER AND STAND ASSEMBLY

Filed Dec. 3, 1962

2 Sheets-Sheet 1
6 2

INVENTOR
SYONEY R, WEISBERG

BY
WAl :
7 el Tt




Aug. 11, 1964 S. R. WEISBERG 3,144,129

CONTAINER AND STAND ASSEMBLY
Filed Dec. 3, 1962

2 Sheets-Sheet 2

INVENTOR.
R, Weisserg

SYD#EY
BY
P/ wllerlice

-

—

' Attys




United States Patent O

)

3,144,129
Patented Aug. 11, 1964

1CC

1

3,144,129
CONTAINER AND STAND ASSEMBLY
Sydney R. Weisberg, 1715 Halsted St., Chicago, Il
Filed Dec. 3, 1962, Ser. No. 241,969
8 Claims., (Tl 206~56)

This application is a continuation-in-part of application
Serial No. 204,115, filed June 21, 1962, now abandoned.

This invention relates to a package assembly including
a flexible bag which normally is non-self-supporting.

The practice of packaging liquid and solid substances
in moisture and air impervious plastic containers has ex-
panded markedly in recent years. In some instances the
plastic containers are flat flexible bags which are substan-
tially non-self-supporting. Generally speaking, the flat
flexible bags are enclosed in a rigid or semi-rigid auxiliary
container to provide support for the bags after they have
been opened and a portion only of the contents thereof
used. However, these containers or supports have been
bulky and inconvenient to use. In many instances, no
such associated supporting container is provided for the
flexible bags, and the user, after opening the bags and re-
moving therefrom less than all of the contents contained
therein, is faced with the annoying and oft times frustrat-
ing experience of having to devise means for keeping the
remainder of the contents of the bag from leaking out, or
spilling.

One of the objects of this invention is to provide a pack-
age assembly including a flexible, substantially moisture
and air impervious, non-self-supporting bag and a stable
support therefor which together form an inexpensive inte-
gral unit which takes up substantially no more shipping
space than the flexible bag itself.

Another object of the invention is to provide a package
assembly as just described wherein the contents of the bag
readily can be poured from a spout at the upper corner
of the bag while the bag remains on a stand. A related
object of the invention is to provide a package assembly as
just described wherein the bag may be readily severed at
the corner thereof to form a pouring spout.
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A further object of the invention is to provide a package

assembly as described which, after severance of the corner
of the bag to form a pouring spout, the bag will auto-
matically seal itself when the stand is placed in an up-
right position on a horizontal support surface.

Another object of the invention is to provide a package
assembly as described above in which the stand can be
used as a means for receiving printed matter identifying
the product or, alternatively, where the stand does not sib-
stantially obscure printed matter directly placed upon the
bag.

In accordance with a preferred form of the invention,
a flat, flexible bag is combined with a unigue stand com-
prising a pair of panels of cardboard or similar material
disposed on the opposite flat sides of the bag and secured
most advantageously at two widely horizontally spaced
points at the top of the bag, so that the bag cannot tilt
with respect to the stand in the plane of the bag. The
panels are substantially longer than the bag so that they
extend beyond the bottom of the bag when placed con-
tiguous to the flat sides of the bag. When the panels are
contiguous to the flat sides of the bag, the package assem-
bly is in a compact condition for storage or shipment.
The panels are spreadable apart so that they extend down-
wardly and outwardly from the top of the bag to form a
stable triangular base between which the bag depends.

Means are preferably provided for holding the panels
in their spread apart relation. In one form of the inven-
tion, this means takes the form of foldable extensions at
the bottom of the panels which extend horizontally in-
wardly from the bottom of the panels into interlocking
relationship. In another form of the invention, this
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means comprises foldable bLridging walls extending be-
tween the confronting side margins of the panels, the
walls having a fold line permitting each bridging walls to
be folded so as to enable the panels to be brought against
the sides of the bag. When the bridging walls are un-
folded, the panels are held thereby in spaced apart rela-
tion where they form the triangular base referred to.

The stand forming panels and the bag are so related
that a spout can be readily formed at the upper corner of
the bag by severing the corner of the bag. In one form
of the invention, this result is achieved by cutting away
the corners of the panels or otherwise enabling a corner
of the bag to project beyond the stand where it readily can
be severed by a knife or scissors. In another form of
the invention, the stand forming panels extend the full
width of the bag and means are provided for readily
severing a corner of the bag and the panels simultaneous-
ly by grasping the panels and manually tearing away the
corners of the panels. This means may include aligned
perforations formed in the panels which form a straight
edge on each panel against which the bag walls are se-
vered when the bag is pulled against the panels. Where
the material out of which the bag is made does not permit
a ready severance by this means, a severing edge is pro-
vided by a thin edged strip of plastic or metal secured to
the outside of one of the panels in a manner where the
thin edge thereof extending along the line of perforation
referred to. The bag, can, therefore, be readily severed
against the thin edge of the strip of plastic or metal when
the corners of the panels are grasped and pulled against
the edge of the strip.

Once the bag has been severed, where the contents of
the bag are not to be dispensed all at one time, the prob-
lem exists in maintaining a seal in the bag to prevent evap-
oration of liquid contents in the bag, or ingress of mois-
ture into the bag where solid materials are involved which
are adversely affected by moisture. To this end, the stand
is dimensioned in such a way that the bottom of the bag
depending from the top of the stand rests upon a hori-
zontal support surface which may be part of the stand or
the support surface on which the stand rests. For this
purpose it is important that the bag be attached to the
stand only at the top thereof. In such case, the weight of
the bag resting on the support surface will cause the bag
to tilt slightly which causes a fold or crease in the bag
walls above the level of the contents thereof which com-
presses the bag walls together, forming a seal at the crease
line.

In the case where the stand comprises one or more
panels made of an opaque material encompassing most of
the area of the bag, the panels may be provided with a rel-
atively large cutout section in the center thereof which
forms a window through which a side of the bag con-
taining printed material may be readily visible.

Other objects, advantages and features of the jnvention
will become apparent upon making reference to the spe-
cification to follow, the claims and the drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of one form of package
assembly of the invention in a horizontal compact condi-
tion for storage or shipment;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the package assembly of
FIG. 1, taken substantially along the line 2—2 therein;

FIG. 3 is a view in perspective of the package assembly
of FIG. 1 in a vertical self-supporting position with a
corner of the bag cut away;

FIG. 4 is an end elevational view of the package as-
sembly of FIG, 3;

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of the lower
portion of the stand of the package assembly of FIGS.
1-4 showing an interlocking tongue and a slot construc-
tion added thereto for holding the stand in a spread out
condition;
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FIG. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of the lower
portion of a-modified tongue and slot construction;

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary view corresponding to the view
of the invention shown in FIG. 4 and illustrating a one
piece modified stand construction;

FIG. 8 is a view in perspective of an improved package
assembly of the invention supported in a horizontal com-
pact condition for storage or shipment;

FIG. 9 is a sectional view through the package assem-
bly shown in FIG. 8, taken substantially along the line
99 therein;

FIG. 10 is a view of the package assembly of FIGS. 8
and 9 with the stand-forming panels of the assembly
spread apart to form a stable support for the bag;

FIG. 11 is a view in perspective of still another im-
proved form of the invention in a horizontal compact
position for storage or shipment; :

FIG. 12 is a sectional view through the package assem-
bly of FIG. 11, taken substantially along the line 12—12
therein;

FIG. 13 is a view of the package assembly of FIGS. 11
and 12 with the side panels of the stand spread apart to
support the bag in an upright position;

FIG. 14 is a vertical sectional view through FIG. 13,
taken substantially along the line 14—14 therein;

FIG. 15 is a fragmentary perspective view of a corner
portion of a still further modified panel construction
facilitating the severance of the corner of the bag;

FIG. 16 is a sectional view through the package assem-
bly of FIG. 15, taken substantially along the line 1§—16
therein;

FIG. 17 is a fragmentary perspective view of a corner
of a modified package assembly showing lines of perfora-
tions in the side panels for enabling the manual severance
of a corner of the bag to form a pouring spout;

FIG. 18 is a fragmentary view through a corner of a
package assembly which has been modified from that
shown in FIG. 17 by the addition of a tear edge-forming
strip thereto; and

FIG. 19 is a sectional view of the package assembly
shown in FIG. 18, taken substantially along the line
19—19 therein.

Referring now to the drawings, each package assembly
includes a flat, non-self-supporting flexible bag 10 most
desirably fabricated of a thin transparent thermoplastic
sheet material which may initially be a flattened open-
ended body whose opposite ends are sealed by conven-
tional heat-sealing techniques. The finished bag is es-
sentially impermeable to aqueous media and air, does not
readily tear and yet can be easily opened to expose the
contents thereof for use. A number of transparent, flexi-
ble thermoplastic film materials are commercially avail-
able for this purpose, such as polyethylene. It is to be
understood that the constructional details of the fexible
bag 10 may vary in accordance with the desires of the
manufacturer, and so the description of the flexible bag
herein given is by way of illustration and not limitation.

The bag 10 has closely spaced flat front and rear walls
11 and 12 which are hermetically sealed together as by a
heat seal 13 and 14 thereof to form a sealed compartment
therein which can hold solid or liquid materials. The
upper seal 14 advantageously is positioned within the
perimeter of the bag to provide a marginal area 16 with-
out the seal conveniently to serve as a point of attachment
for a support base or stand 20 for the bag. The stand
20 illustrated in FIG. 1 desirably comprises side panels
21 and 22 of any suitable material, such as cardboard,
having foldable outer extensions 23 and 24 defined by
crease lines- 25 and 26, respectively. The panels may
either comprise two separate elements as illustrated in
FIGS. 1 through 4, or a single element, foldable upon
itself, as illustrated in FIG. 7.

The panels 21 and 22 are shown of lesser widih than
the walls. 11 and 12 of the bag 18. The width of the
foldable panel extensions 23 and 24 corresponds to that
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4
of the panels 21 and 22 and the length of the panels 21
and 22 above the crease lines 25 and 26 is appreciably
greater than the height of the bag. The length of the
foldable secticns 23 and 24 is sufficient to provide an
adequately stable base to be described. The dimensions
and configuration of the panels 21 and 22 and their ex-
tensions 23 and 24, however, may be varied over wide
limits consistent with the purposes to be performed there-
by as will be explained below.

Attachment of the stand 28 to the bag 10 advanta-
geously is accomplished by sandwiching the bag 19 be-
tween the side panels 21 and 22, and securing the upper
ends of the panels and the bag together by any suitable
means such as, for instance, a pair of widely horizontally
spaced staples 39. The staples 38 desirably are introduced
at a point without the seal 14, the area 16 of the bag 18
being particularly suitable for this purpose. It is to be
understood that, in accordance with the broader aspects
of the invention, other means for securing the bag to the
stand may be utilized, although the staples are preferred.
The method of attachment of the support base to the bag
may be accomplished in substantially the same manner
as hereinabove illustrated in the event that the support
base is fabricated of a single piece of semi-rigid material
as shown in FIG. 7.

Prior to opening of the bag 16 by a user, the package
assembly of the present invention has the generally fat-
tened appearance of the embodiment illustrated in FIGS.
1 and 2. As there shown, the panel extensions 23 and 24
are folded inwardly to lie against the lower part of the
walls 11 and 22 of the bag 18. The portions of the side
panels 21 and 22 immediately above the crease lines 25
and 26 lie in superimposed relation with respect to the
panel extensions 23 and 24, while the upper areas of
the panels lay against the walls 11 and 12 of the bag. The
over-all flattened character of the assembly makes it an
efficiently compact unit which can be packaged, shipped,
and stored in a minimum of space, in fact, in a space
not much greater than would be required for the bag
per se.

In utilizing the self-supporting package assembly of
this invention, the lower portions of the panels 21 and 22
are separated from the bag walls and the panel extensions
23 and 24 are folded preferably inwardly to position them
in superimposed relation under the bottom of the bag,
whereby a substantially triangular support base is formed.
In accordance with a broad aspect of the invention, the
panel extensions 23 and 24 may be folded outwardly,
although this is a less desirable use of the panel exten-
sions, since the panel extensions cannot then be readily
interlocked or tied together in the manner to be described.
If the panel extensions are turned inwardly, the bottom of
the bag rests on the superimposed panel extensions 23 and
24 as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4 and if the panel extensions
are turned outwardly, the bottom of the bag rests on the
supporting surface on which the stand assembly is placed.

The dimensions of this stand are most advantageously
selected so that, when the stand is setup, the spacing be-
tween the staples 36—30 and the bottom bag seal 13 is
less than the spacing between the staples and the inward-
ly folded panel extensions or support surface so that the
weight of the bag will be supported in part by the support
surface. This will cause the bag 10 to tilt somewhat as
shown in FIG. 4 which applies a compressive force along
a resulting fold or crease line 39 above the level of the
contents of the partially filled bag, to form a seal below
the pouring spout thereof., When the bag is made of a
material like polyethylene, the confronting bag surfaces
tend to stick together somewhat, and this together with
the compressive force applied at the fold or crease line
referred to effect such a tight seal that evaporation of any
liquid contents within the bag and ingress of moisture
into the bag are prevented.

In order to provide stability to the stand 28, the fold-
able extensions 23 and 24 should be interlocked or tied
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together. This may be advantageously provided by the
tongue and slot construction illustrated in FIG. 5. In this
embodiment, the foldable panel extension 23 is provided
with a tongue 40 which may be struck from the panel 23,
and the panel extension 24 has a cooperating slot 41
which receives the tongue 49 releasably to interlock the
panel extensions.

Referring now in particular to FIG. 6 of the drawings,
which shows another form of tongue and slot construction
for the foldable panel extensions 23 and 24. In this em-
bodiment, the panel extension 24 has a narrow end por-
tion 45 which advantageously is received by and extends
beyond and through a slot 46 positioned substantially at
the crease line 26 at the base of the panel 22. The panel
extension 23 is provided with an end portion 47 which
extends beyond the panel 21. The panel extensions 23
and 24 in extending beyond the panels imparts greater sta-
bility to the stand enabling it to withsand greater jarring
forces which might otherwise upset the unit.

It should be apparent from the foregoing description
that the self-supporting package assembly of this inven-
tion has important advantages not only from the stand-
point of convenience to the user, but from an economic
standpoint in that a simple, highly effective bag and stand
structure is provided at a minimum of cost and with a
minimum of materials. In addition, it shonld be apparent
that its compact character enables it to be stored and
shipped in a minimum amount of space. Also, the pack-
age assembly of this invention is rugged and can easily
withstand the rigors of handling both during packaging
and use. Substantially any type of cardboard or card-
board-like material can be used in the construction of the
side panels and the foldable extensions, the grade and
type of cardboard and cardboard-like material chosen
being dictated by the purposes for which the structure is
to be utilized.

Refer now to FIGS. 8 through 10 which illustrates a
package assembly 8 with an improved stand 20’ which
is similar in many respects to the stand 20 of FIGS. 1-7.
Corresponding parts thercof have been similarly num-
bered. As there shown, the stand 20" has panels 21’ and
22’ which are sufficiently wide to encompass substantially
the entire width of the bag 18. This widening of the
panels relative to the panels of the stand 29 provides a
more attractive and rugged package assembly. The
panels 21’ and 22’ include the panel extensions 23’ and 24’
having the same construction shown in FIG, 5. One of
the corresponding upper corners of the panels 21’ and
22’ are cut-away as at 58 to expose the adjacent corner
of the bag 10. The cut-away portions 56 of the panels
form a guide edge along which the cutting edges of a
knife or scissors may be run to cut the proper amount of
material from the bag to form a pouring spout below the
level of the upper seal 14.

Frequently, the bag 18 has advertising indicia 52 printed
thereon which identifies the product and the manufac-
turer thereof. To expose the indicia 52, the panel 21’
positioned on the side of the bag including this indicia is
formed with a central cut-away section 54 which provides
a window through which the indicia is visible. In the
folded compact condition of the package assembly &,
the panel extensions 23’ and 24’ may be folded against
the inner surface of the associated panel in the same man-
ner shown in FIG. 2, or alternatively, may be both posi-
tioned on the side of the bag 10 remote from the. side in-
cluding the indicia 52, as shown in FIG. 9, so that the
window 54 will not be obstructed by the panel extension
23’. When the package assembly 8 is unfolded and
supported on a horizontal support surface as shown in
FIG. 10, the bag will rest on the panel extensions and tilt
slightly to form a seal as explained in connection with
the package assembly 8 of FIGS. 1-7.

In a case where it is desired to omit printing the indicia
52 directly upon the bag 10, the window 54 would be
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omitted and the printing placed on one or both of the
panels 21’ and 22’. A package assembly having stand-
forming panels upon which printing indicia is placed is
shown in FIGS. 10 through 12, the package assembly
being generally identified by reference numeral 8”. In
this form of the invention, the panels referred to have
been given reference numerals 21" and 22 and form
part.of a open bottom stand or enclosure 26" for the bag
19. The panels 21" and 22" are approximately the same
size as the panels 21° and 22’ in the embodiment of the
inveniion shown in FIGS. § through 10 and are devoid
of the panel extensions utilized in the latter embodiment
of the invention. The confronting side margins of the
panels 21" and 22" are joined by bridging walls 56 and
58 which extend the full height of the panels. The bridg-
ing walls 56 and 58 have a triangular shape and are pro-
vided respectively with vertical medial fold lines 62 or 63
which permit the walls to be folded in half inwardly in
the manner shown in FIGS. 11 and 12. As there shown,
the folded-in-half walls extend generally along one of the
side walls of the bag 10 and generally parallel to or in
the same general direction as the panels 21” and 22" to
form a compact folded package assembly. When the
bridging walls 56 and 58 are unfolded so as to extend
generally transversely of the panels 21” and 227, the
panels diverge downwardly at a substantial angle so that
a stable triangular base is provided. The panels 21"
and 22" have corresponding cut-away corner portions 69
which expose a corner of the bag 20 in the same manner
as described in connection with the cut-away portions 56
of the panels 21’ and 22’ in FIGS. 8 through 10.

In all of the package assemblies just described, a
corner of the bag projects beyond the stand-forming
panels. In some cases, it may be desirable to cover over
completely the corner of the bag 16 to protect the same
during shipment or to present a neater package ap-
pearance. Refer now to FIGS. 15 and 16 which shows
a modified panel corner construction which accomplishes
these ends. As there shown, the upper portions of the
stand-forming panels 21’ and 22’ (or 21" and 22"”) en-
close the corner of the bag which is exposed in the other
embodiments of the invention. To facilitate severance
of the corner of the bag, a pair of guide slots 64—64 are
provided in the panels, the slots angling across the corners
of the panels to a point below the level of the upper bag
seal 4. The slots 64—64 of the panels are in superim-
posed relation and form a guide slot for the blade of a
knife or razor, or the cutting edges of a scissors. When
the package assembly is severel along the slots, a pour-
ing spout will be provided below the level of the upper
seal 14,

In the case where the slots 64—64 extend completely
between the crthogonal edges of the panels, it will be
necessary to retain the portion of the panels on the
outside of the slots 64—&64 upon the sides of the bag by
adhesively securing the same thereto in any suitable man-
ner. In the form of the invention illustrated in FIGS.
15 and 16, the staples 38—38 are preferably omitted
and the connection between the panel material and the
bag walls are most advantageously effected by a layer of
adhesive 65 or by some other securing means.
described, the formation of a pouring spout requires a

In all the embodiments of the invention previously
described, the formation of a pouring spout requires a
scissors, knife, razor blade or other cutting tool. There
may be occasions when such tools are unavailable and,
to this end, the forms of the invention illustrated in
FIGS. 17 through 19 have been developed. Referring
now to the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG.
17, the panels 21’ and 22’ (or 21" and 22”) are pro-
vided with superimposed lines of perforations 66—65
extending across the corner portions of the panels to a
point below. the upper bag seal 14. In this form of the
invention it is assumed that the bag 10 is made of a
material which is easy to tear, such as cellophane. In
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such case, when the corner portions of the panels be-
yond the perforations 66—&6 are grasped and pulled in the
direction of the perforations, the latter portions of the
panels will sever along the perforations along with the
bag walls which are pulled against the torn exposed edge
of one of the panels.

In the case where the bag 10 is made of a material
which is not readily severable in the manner just de-
scribed, a thin edged strip of metal or plastic 68 is
adhesively or otherwise secured along the inner margins
of one of the lines of perforation 66, as shown in FIGS.
18 and 19. The thin edge 69 of the strip 63 bordering
the perforations 66 may be serrated to form series of
projecting points to facilitate the severance of the bag 19.

It is apparent that the various aspects of the present
invention provide an exceedingly simple, inexpensive,
and compact container and stand assembly for supporting
flat flexible bags in an upright position. Also, various
aspects of the invention facilitate the severance of a
corner of the bag to form a pouring spout and provide a
construction which seals below the pouring spout when
the stand is supported in an upright position upon a sup-
port surface.

It should be understood that numerous modifications
may be made of the preferred forms of the invemntion
described above without deviating from the broader
aspects of the invention.

What I claim as new and desire to protect by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. The combination comprising a partially filled, non-
self-supporting, flexible bag having relatively closely
spaced confronting walls which sealingly engage each
other on all sides thereof to form a fiat bag having a
material holding compartment therein and a spout form-
ing section at the top of the bag from which the com-
tents of the bag can be poured, a stand supporting the
bag in an upright position above a bag contacting surface,
said stand including means at the top thereof engaging
the top of the bag at least at two horizontally spaced
points wherein the bag cannot tilt with respect to the
stand in the plane of the bag, said bag being unsupported
at the sides thereof and spaced from the stand and the
bottom thereof resting on said surface which causes the
bag to tilt and form a crease above the level of the bag
content where the walls of the bag are pressed together
in self-sealing relation below said spout forming section
thereof.

2. A self-supporting container and stand assembly
comprising: a non-self-supporting flexible bag having rel-
atively closely spaced front and rear walls forming a
flat bag construction, and stand forming means supporting
the bag in an upright position including a pair of opposed
support base forming members disposed on opposite sides
of said front and rear bag walls and connected to only
the upper portion thereof at two widely horizontally
spaced points, wherein the bag cannot readily tilt with
respect to the panels in the plane of the bag, the distance
between the bottom of said base forming members and
the points of connection thereof to the bag being sub-
stantially greater than the distance between the bottom
of the bag and said points of connection measured along
said bag walls, the lower portion of said base forming
members being spread apart where they extend outwardly
and downwardly away from the points of connection
thereof with the top of the bag to form a triangularly
shaped stand which is connected to the bag only at the
upper end thereof and is spaced from the sides of the
bag, said base forming members being movable to con-
tiguous positions where they are adjacent the bag walls,
and said bag having a spout-forming section at the corner
thereof adapted to form an exposed pouring spout for
the bag while the bag remains attached to the stand.

3. The container and stand assembly of claim 2 where-
in said base forming members are panels of semi-rigid
material and there is provided means for holding the

10

20

25

30

35

40

55

lower portions of said panels a fixed distance apart in
their spread apart positions, said holding means com-
prising foldable extensions at the bottoms of said panels
foldable between a first position where they extend at
a small angle to the panels and a second position where
they extend at a substantial angle thereto, and said panel
extensions including releasable interlocking means for
tying said extensions together comprising a tongue formed
by one of the panel extensions and a slot in the other of
same for receiving the tongue.

4. The self-supporting container and stand assembly
of claim 2 wherein said stand forming means is an open
bottom enclosure with said support base forming mem-
bers thereof comprising a pair of panels, said stand form-
ing means including foldable side walls bridging the side
margins of said panels, said side walls being foldable
into a position where they extend generally in the direc-
tion of said panels where the panels may be brought rela-
tively close together against the front and rear bag walls
to form a compact container and stand assembly, and
having an unfolded position where they extend generally
transversely of said panels to force the lower portions
thereof in widely spaced apart relation to form a stable
triangular stand for the bag.

5. A self-supporting container and stand assembly
comprising: a flat, non-self-supporting, imperforate flexi-
ble bag having sealed top side and bottom edges which
define a material holding compartment therein, and stand
forming means connected to the bag for providing a stable
support base, said stand forming means including at least
one panel secured to the top of the bag and inclining
downwardly and ocutwardly therefrom at least to the level
of the bottom of the bag on one side thereof, said panel
encompassing the full width of the bag where the top
corners thereof are covered by the panel, and means for
severing the portion of said panel covering a top corner
of the bag along with the corner of the bag to form a
pouring spout in the bag, the last mentioned means in-
cluding a slot in the panel for guiding a cutting knife
inclining across the corner thereof which extends from
the top edge to the side edge of the panel, the slot over-
lying unsealed areas of the bag whereby severance of the
bag along said slot in the panel will leave a pouring
spout.

6. A self-supporting container and stand assembly
comprising: a flat, non-seif-supporting, imperforate flexi-
ble bag having sealed top side and bottom edges which
define a material holding compartment therein, and stand
forming means connected to the bag for providing a
stable support base, said stand forming means includ-
ing at least one panel secured to the top of the bag
and extending downwardly therefrom at least to the
level of the bottom of the bag on one side thereof, said
panel encompassing the full width of the bag where the
top corners thereof are covered by the panel, and means
for severing the portion of said panel covering a top
corner of the bag along with the corner of the bag to
form a pouring spout in the bag, the last mentioned means
including perforations in the panel positioned along a
severance line inclining across the corner thereof from
the top edge to the side edge of the panel, the line of
perforations overlying unsealed areas of the bag, wherein,
bag and panel are grasped and pulled together in the
direction of said severance line leaving a pouring spout in
the bag.

7. A self-supporting container and stand assembly com-
prising a flat, non-self-supporting, imperforate flexible
bag having sealed top side and bottom edges which de-
fine a material holding compartment therein, and stand
forming means connected to the bag for providing a
stable support base, said stand forming means includ-
ing a pair of panels disposed on opposite sides of the
bag .and secured to the top of the bag, said panels en-
compassing the full width of the bag where the top corners
thereof are covered by the panels, and means for severing
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the portion of the panels covering a corner of the bag
along with the corner of the bag to form a pouring spout
in the bag, the last mentioned means including means
forming weakened areas in said panels along superim-
posed severance lines inclining across the adjacent corners
of the panels from the top edge to the side edge of the
panel, the severance line overlying unsealed areas of the
bag, and said last mentioned means including means on
said panel forming an edge against which the bag corner
is severed as the bag and panel are grasped and pulled
together in the direction of said severance line.

8. A self-supporting container and stand assembly com-
prising: a flat, non-self-supporting, imperforate flexible
bag having sealed top side and bottom edges which de-
fine a material holding compartment therein, and stand
forming means connected to the bag for providing a
stable support base, said stand forming means including
at least one panel secured to the top of the bag and ex-
tending downwardly therefrom at least to the level of the
bottom of the bag on one side thereof, said panel en-
compassing the full width of the bag where the top corners
thereof are covered by the panel, and means for severing
the portion of said panel covering a top corner of the
bag along with the corner of the bag to form a pouring
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spout in the bag, the last mentioned means including
means forming weakened areas in said panel along a
severance line inclining across the corner thereof from
the top edge to the side edge of the panel, the severance
line overlying unsealed areas of the bag, and said last
mentioned means including means on said panel forming
an edge against which the bag corner is severed as the
bag and panel are grasped and pulled together in the di-
rection of said severance line.
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