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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention relates to an arrangement in an on-load
change-over switch of an on-load tap changer for unin-
terrupted switch-over of the regulating winding of a
transformer. On-load change-over switching is usually
accomplished using mechanical switching elements.
Burning of contact and contamination of oil are disad-
vantageous. Furthermore, there are known construc-
tions which use a combination of mechanical switching
elements and thyristors for on-load change-over switch-
ing. The disadvantage of such arrangements is mainly
the too great constructional expenditure for the control
elements which are liable to breakdown. According to
the invention, the on-load current is supplied to a com-
mon output line via a lower winding tap or a higher
winding tap of a regulating stage of a regulating wind-
ing, and through at least two selector contacts and two
permanent contacts whereby the switch-over from the
lower to the higher winding tap, and vice versa, is ef-
fected via a change-over switch which briefly switches
the on-load current to a load relief circuit which is
arranged between the root connection of the change-
over switch and the common output line. The discharge
circuit could comprise, for example, two thyristor cir-
cuits, the thyristors of which are connected in antiparal-
lel, one of these thyristor circuits being connected in
series with a transition resistor.

2 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
THYRISTOR ON-LOAD CHANGE-OVER SWITCH

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and improved
arrangement in an on-load change-over switch of an
on-load tap changer for uninterrupted switch-over of
the regulating winding of a transformer.

In its more particular aspects, the present invention
specifically relates to a new and improved arrangement
in an on-load change-over switch of an on-load tap
changer for uninterrupted switch-over of the regulating
winding of a transformer and wherein the on-load cur-
rent can be conducted via a lower or higher winding tap
of a regulation stage of a regulating winding and
through a connection of at least two selector contacts
and two permanent contacts with a common output
line. Furthermore, the switch-over from the lower to
the higher winding tap or vice versa is effected via a
first change-over switch in a manner such that the on-
load current briefly changes over to a load relief circuit
which is arranged between a root connection of this
first change-over switch and the common output line.
Furthermore, a respective one of the two contacts of
the first change-over switch is applied to the connection
of one selector contact with on permanent contact.

The uninterrupted on-load change-over switching
under voltage in tapped transformers is usually carried
out by means of mechanical switching elements. The
regulating winding to be switched possesses taps con-
nected to a selector which selectively applies the taps to
the common output line by means of the on-load
change-over switch.

The switch-over is always effected between neigh-
boring taps, i.e. by one step each time. For this purpose,
at first the desired tap is preselected by means of the
selector. The on-load change-over switch thereupon
carries out, under temporary interconnection of transi-
tion resistors, the switch-over of the current from the
selected tap to the preselected tap. In both end positions
the transition resistors are not loaded because they are
shunted by the main contacts of the on-load change-
over switch.

The selector and the on-load change-over switch are
usually accommodated in the transformer tank,
whereby the on-load change-over switch is located in a
vat of its own, the oil filling of the latter being separated
by seals from the oil charge of the transformer.

The burning of contacts occurring during switch-
over and the sooting of oil due to electric arcs occurring
during switching are thereby disadvantageous. There-
fore, in order to ensure trouble-free operation the
contacts and the oil have to be changed after a certain
number of switching operations, so that there occur
interruptions in the operation due to the thus caused
transformer shutdown.

Furthermore, constructions are known in which on-
load change-over switching is accomplished by means
of a combination of mechanical switching elements and
thyristors. Such a combination is apparent from British
Patent No. 1,399,528.

The arrangement as described in British Patent No.
1,399,528, consists of at least two selector contacts and
two permanent contacts, a transition resistor as well as
a load relief circuit comprising two thyristors con-
nected in antiparallel, two ignition diodes and a thy-
ristor control contact.
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The selector consists of two not simultaneously
moved single-pole change-over switches, whereby the
change-over contacts of one change-over switch are
connected with the change-over contacts of the other
change-over switch and are applied to the respective
taps of a regulating stage of a regulating winding.

From the root connections of the two selectors, one
conductive connection leads directly and the other
conductive connection leads via the transition réesistor
to respective root connections of the two permanent
contacts. .

Via the selector contacts and the permanent contacts
there is effected a connection to a common output line
either directly or via the thyristor circuit, depending on
the switching position.

In the central position the permanent contacts short-
circuit the thyristor circuit. The permanent contacts as
well as the thyristor control contact are rigidly con-
nected to a drive shaft.

During the switching-on process, first the thyristor
group takes over the on-load current. The thyristor
group is then disconnected, thus forcing the on-load
current onto the current path of the transition resistor.
The preselection of the next regulating stage is effected
in that one of the two selector contacts is moved to the
desired tap. The thyristor circuit now switches the
on-load current to the preselected tap. The second se-
lector contact conducts the compensating current while
the on-load current flows via one selector contact.

Several disadvantages arise from this arrangement.
During the switch-over process, the thyristor group is
loaded with the sum of on-load current and compensat-
ing current. In the end position, both selectors lie at one
tap; therefore, given the same number of contacts, only
half the number of taps can be accommodated at the
circumference of the selector. Furthermore, the selec-
tor contacts are integrated into the switch-over process
in such a manner that there results, from the slow mo-
tion thereof, an increase in the time-wise load on the
thyristors by at least one order of magnitude.

Another arrangement for on-load change-over
switching by means of mechanical switching elements
and thyristors is shown by German Patent No.
2,104,076.

In this case as well, the on-load current is conducted
to a common output line via winding taps of the regulat-
ing stage of a regulating winding and via selector
contacts and permanent contacts. Instead of the usual
two transition resistors, there are here arranged respec-
tive thyristor circuits with thyristors connected in anti-
parallel. The two thyristor circuits are connected to the
common output line by means of respective break
contacts.

The switching sequence is controlled by a logic cir-
cuit. The sequence is effected such that the on-load
current is always switched by the thyristors and, de-
pending upon the switching operation to be carried out
in each case, is either subsequently commutated to the
permanent contact or has been previously commutated
from the permanent contact to the thyristors.

A disadvantage therein is the high constructional
expenditure for the electronic components required for
the control, and the liability to breakdown of such com-
ponents.

A further disadvantage is the effect of high voltage
on the electronic unit. Moreover, there is a danger that
the magnetic fields of the transformer windings trigger
misfirings of the thyristors.
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In British Patent No. 1,007,496 there is described a
further arrangement for on-load change-over switch-
ing. In this arrangement there is provided a fixed con-
ductive connection from each tap of the transformer
regulating winding to a respective pair of thyristors
connected in antiparallel, the outputs of the latter being
connected to the common output line.

The thyristors are switched by means of a current
control circuit of the transformer. The switch-over
from one stage to another is effected in that the selected
pair of thyristors is set from the conductive into the
non-conductive switching condition, and the pre-
selected pair of thyristors is set from the non-conduc-
tive into the conductive switching condition.

Disadvantageous in this arrangement are the high
technical expenditure and the liability to breakdown of
the electronic components required for the control.

In German Published Patent No. 2,327,610 there is
described a construction comprising two load branches
which respectively connect a tap of the regulating
winding to a common output line. In each load branch
there are connected in series a selector contact and a
break contact as well as a parallel circuit, the latter
comprising a thyristor and a permanent contact. The
* thyristors are oppositely poled.

Between the two load branches there is arranged a
current branch which, by means of a change-over
switch, can be connected in paralle! to a respective one
of the two load branches. This current branch com-
prises two diodes connected in antiparallel, the input of
a voltage detection and ignition device being arranged
parallel to the diodes.

In this construction the break contact and the perma-
nent contact associated with the first tap and the first
load branch are closed at the start of the switch-over
from a first tap to a second tap. The additional current
branch is connected in parallel to this load branch by
means of the synchronous change-over switch.

By breaking the permanent contact in the first load
branch, the on-load current is commutated to the addi-
tional current branch. After closing the break contact in
the second load branch, the first thyristor is triggered
and, simultaneously, the change-over pulse for the syn-
chronous change-over switch is transmitted. The syn-
chronous change-over switch lifts off from the first
change-over contact and the current commutates to the
first thyristor. By blocking the first thyristor and trig-
gering the second thyristor in the second load branch,
the current changes over from the first tap to the second
tap and thus via the second selector contact to the sec-
ond thyristor.

In the meantime, the synchronous change-over
switch has arrived at the second change-over contact
and the on-load current is taken over by the additional
. current branch. By breaking the break contact in the
first load branch and closing the permanent contact in
the second load branch, the change-over operation is
terminated.

This construction has the disadvantage that the
switch-over cannot be ensured for all operational events
and switching moments of time because the switch-over
is intended to be effected at the current-zero crossing
which can be measured only by means of complicated
and trouble-prone electronic devices.

An on-load change-over is also described in U.S. Pat.
No. 3,662,253, granted May 9, 1972. Therein two vac-
uum switches are arranged between a common output
line and two selector contacts. Furthermore, there is
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provided a load relief circuit which is arranged interme-
diate the common output line and, by means of a
change-over switch, a respective selector contact. The
load relief circuit is constructed in a manner such that
the load relief circuit can be switched into parallel con-
nection with a respective one of the two vacuum
switches.

The load relief circuit contains a series connection of
a current limiting resistor and a semiconductor switch.
A by-pass circuit of large impedance is provided for this
semiconductor switch in order to limit occurring cur-
rent risers. The circuit of the by-pass circuit is coupled
to the primary winding of a current transformer having
a secondary winding which is connected to a grid con-
trol device. The grid control device contains control
members which utilize the secondary current rise of the
current transformer connected in circuit with the by-
pass circuit.

The switch-over between the taps under load is ef-
fected during the mutually interdependent switch-on
and switch-off adjustments or movements of the vac-
uum switches and with the interconnection of the load
relief circuit.

In this U.S. Pat. No. 3,662,253, there is also suggested
a more expensive system for a switch-over between the
taps of regulating transformers. In this system again two
vacuum switches are arranged between the common
output line and the selector contacts. Also, there is
arranged in such system a load relief circuit between the
common output line and a change-over switch in a
manner such that the load relief circuit can be con-
nected parallel to a respective one of the two vacuum
switches.

The load relief circuit comprises a series connection
of a semiconductor switch and an ohmic resistance.
This series connection is connected in parallel with a
semiconductor switch. In order to prevent a voltage
rise during the switching operations, a voltage limiting
circuit is provided and connected parallel to the semi-
conductor switch of the series connection.

The connecting lines or conductors between the two
vacuum switches and the common output line as well as
the connecting line or conductor between the voltage
limiting circuit and the common output line are each
coupled to the primary winding of an associated one of
three current transformers. The secondary windings of
these current transformers are connected to associated
ones of three grid control devices which are responsible
for triggering in due time the semiconductor witches of
the load relief circuit. Through a corresponding trigger
adjustment it is achieved that, during opening and clos-
ing of the vacuum switches, the on-load current flows
through the semiconductor switches so that there is
prevented the formation or occurrence of an arc.

It is a disadvantage in the circuit arrangements as
proposed in U.S. Pat. No. 3,662,253 that such circuit
arrangements require a complex technical structure
which is prone to malfunction or failure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, with the foregoing in mind it is a primary
object of the present invention to provide a new and
improved arrangement in an on-load change-over
switch of an on-load tap changer for uninterrupted
switch-over of the regulating winding of a transformer
and which arrangement is not afflicted with the draw-
backs and limitations of the prior art constructions here-
tofore discussed.
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Another significant object of the present invention is
directed to providing a new and improved arrangement
in an on-load change-over switch of an on-load tap
changer for uninterrupted switch-over of the regulating
winding of a transformer and which arrangement main-
tains at a minimum the voltage and current load on the
thyristors during the switching operation.

Now in order to implement these an still further ob-
jects of the invention, which will become more readily
apparent as the description proceeds, the arrangement
of the present development is manifested, among other
things, by the features that the on-load current can be
conducted via a lower or higher winding tap of a regu-
lating stage of a regulating winding and through a con-
nection of at least two selector contacts and two perma-
nent contacts having a common output line, and that the
switch-over from the lower to the higher winding tap,
and vice versa, is effected by means of a change-over
switch, whereby the on-load current briefly changes
over to a load relief circuit which is arranged between
the root connection of the change-over switch and the
common output line, and that a respective one of the
two contacts of the change-over switch is applied to the
connection of one selector contact with one permanent
contact.

By virtue of the arrangement of the change-over
switch in series with the load relief circuit, there is
maintained relatively low the expenditure of the com-
ponent parts required for achieving an arc-free switch-
over from one regulating stage to another.

According to one exemplary embodiment of the in-
vention, the load relief circuit comprises two thyristor
circuits connected in parallel, the thyristors of each
thyristor circuit being connected in antiparallel,
whereby one of these thyristor circuits is connected in
series with a transition resistor. In this manner, the thy-
ristors for the on-load change-over switching only have
to be selected with the view of the step voltage to be
switched. Since the thyristors are at star point potential,
only two triggering devices are required. One trigger-
ing device supplies the respective thyristor circuits
without a transition resistor, and the other triggering
device supplies the thyristor circuits with a transition
resistor at all phases of the transformer. In addition
thereto and during continuous operation, the thyristors
are not loaded by overvoltage, so that the therefore
required protective wiring can be dispensed with. Natu-
rally, there is likewise prevented arc formation and thus
a contact burning at the permanent contacts.

In the end positions no load on the thyristors is ef-
fected, since the latter are shunted by the respective
permanent contact arranged in parallel. A load on the
thyristors by short-circuit currents is likewise avoided.

On the basis of a change-over switching time of 120
ms, there can be used the mechanical switching ele-
ments employed in the known on-load change-over
switches as well as the transition resistors.

A preferred development of the inventive arrange-
ment consists in that the load relief circuit comprises a
second change-over switch and a thyristor circuit con-
nected in series to the latter and provided with thy-
ristors connected in antiparallel. A transition resistor is
connected with the common output line via a bridging-
over switch. One switch-over contact of the second
change-over switch is directly connected with the root
connection of the first change-over switch, while the
other switch-over contact of the second change-over
switch is connected via the transition resistor with the
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root connection of the first change-over switch. Due to
such arrangement, there is achieved the important ad-
vantage of maintaining relatively small the component
expenditure required for accomplishing an arc-free
switching operation from one regulating stage to the
other. Of course, there is likewise prevented contact
burning at the permanent contacts. In the end positions,
the thyristors are not loaded because the thyristors are
by-passed by the respective parallel arranged perma-
nent contact. There is also avoided loading of the thy-
ristors by short-circuit currents. Moreover, there is
required only one triggering device which is actuated
twice during the course of one switch-over process.
According to a further development of the invention,
the permanent contacts are constructed as a further
switch-over contact. In this manner, switching contacts
are economized and, additionally there is achieved in a
simple manner the construction as a load selector.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood and objects
other than those set forth above will become apparent
when consideration is given to the following detailed
description thereof. Such description makes reference
to the annexed drawings wherein throughout the vari-
ous figures of the drawings there have been generally
used the same reference characters to denote the same
or analogous components and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram of a first exemplary em-
bodiment of the inventive arrangement;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of a second exemplary
embodiment of the inventive arrangement;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating the time
sequence of steps occurring during operation of the first
exemplary embodiment of the inventive arrangement as
shown in FIG. 1; ’

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the time se-
quence of steps occurring during operation of the sec-
ond exemplary embodiment of the inventive arrange-
ment as shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating the time
sequence of steps occurring during a modified operation
of the second exemplary embodiment of the inventive
arrangement as shown in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Describing now the drawings, it is to be understood
that only enough of the construction of the arrangement
has been shown as needed for those skilled in the art to
rapidly understand the underlying principles and con-
cepts of the present development, while simplifying the
showing of the drawings. Drawing attention now spe-
cifically to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, there has
been shown therein by way of example and not limita-
tion a regulating stage 13 of a regulating winding. The
on-load current of the latter can be supplied to a com-
mon output line 16 via a lower winding tap 11 or a
higher winding tap 12 and through at least two selector
contacts 14, 15 and two permanent contacts 9, 10. The
switch-over from the lower winding tap to the higher
winding tap, and vice versa, is effected by means of a
change-over switch 5, whereby the on-load current
briefly changes over to a load relieve circuit 17 which is
arranged between the root connection 6 of the change-
over switch 5 and the common output line 16. A respec-
tive one of the two contacts 7 and 8 of the change-over
switch § is applied to the connection of the selector
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contacts 14 and 15 with the permanent contacts 9 and
10.

In FIG. 1 the load relief circuit 17 consists of two
thyristor circuits 2 and 3 connected in parallel, the thy-
ristors 2a, 2b and 3a, 3b thereof being connected in 5
antiparallel, whereby the thyristor circuit 3 is connected
in series with a transition resistor 4.

In FIG. 2 the load relief circuit 17 consists of a
change-over switch 18 and a thyristor circuit 2 con-
nected in series to the latter and provided with thy- 10
ristors 2a, 2b comnected in antiparallel. A transition
resistor 4 is connected with the common output line 16
via a bridging-over switch 23. The one switch-over
contact 20 of the change-over switch 18 is directly
connected with the root connection 6 of the change- 15
over switch 5, while the other switch-over contact 21 is
connected via the transition resistor 4 with the root
connection 6 of the change-over switch 5.

As can be seen in the sequence diagrams depicted in
FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, the switching times for triggering the 20
thyristors 2a, 2b, 3a, 3b are asymmetrically offset.

This asymmetry in both switching directions, as well
as the end-contact change-over of the change-over
switch 5 is to be mechanically accomplished.

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 3 there will be de- 23
scribed in the following and in steps a switch-over from
the step tap 11 winding. The left-side reference charac-
ters in FIG. 3 correspond to the switches, thyristors and
contacts depicted in FIG. 1. Furthermore, the reference
character 11 12 denotes the switching direction from
tap 11 to tap 12. Of the two fields relating to respective
ones of the thyristors 2 and 3, the respective first field
illustrates the duration of the triggering pulses and the
respective second field the duration of the current flow
through the thyristors.

30

35

Step

A Selector contacts 14, 15 and permanent contact 9
are closed, permanent contact 10 is open; 40
change-over switch 5 connects contact 7 via root
connection 6 with load relief circuit 17 which is
in the non-conducting switching condition; on-load
current flows via the winding tap 11 of the
regulating stage 13 of the regulating winding
as well as through selector contact 14 and 45
permanent contact 9 to the common output line 16.

The thyristor circuits 2 and 3 are triggered.

B Permanent contact 9 opens, thyristor circuit 2
takes over on-load current.

C Thyristor circuit 2 is no longer triggered and
conducts current only up to the next zero-crossing; 50
thereafter thyristor circuit 3 takes over the
on-load current.

D Permanent contact 10 closes, the on-load current
now flows via winding tap 12, via selector
contact 15 and permanent contact 10 to the common
output line 16; thyristor circuit 3 conducts the
compensating current.

E Thyristor circuit 3 is no longer triggered and
conducts compensating current only up to the next
Zero-crossing.

F Change-over switch 5 switches root connection 6
from contact 7 to contact 8; thyristor circuit 2 as
well as thyristor circuit 3 with transition 60
resistor 4 are connected in parallel to permanent
contact 10 and thus ready for the next step
switch-over.

55

For the load relief circuit according to FIG. 1, the 65
following relationships are applicable.
On load current duration of the thyristor circuit 2: tz,. .

. 15-20 ms

8

Voltage load of the thyristor circuit 2: Ury=1I; X Ry
Current load of the thyristor circuit 2 due to the com-
pensating current

_ Est
A—RU

Compensating current duration: tq. .. 5~15 ms
Voltage load of the thyristor circuit 3: solely Esr

The above abbreviations are defined as follows:
Ir ... on-load current
I4. .. compensating current
Urxg . . . voltage at thyristor
Esr. .. step voltage
Ry. . . transition resistance
tr . . .on-load current duration
t4 ... compensating current duration

In the following, there will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 2 and 4 a switch-over from the step tap
11 to the step tap 12 of the regulating state 13 of the
regulating winding, whereby the load relief circuit
comprises a change-over switch and a bridging-over
switch, a thyristor circuit and a transition resistor. The
left-side reference characters in FIG. 4 correspond to
the switches, thyristors and contacts in FIG. 2. Further-
more the reference character 11 12 denotes the switch-
ing direction from tap 11 to tap 12. Of the two fields
relating to the thyristor 2, the first field illustrates the
duration of the triggering pulses and the second field
the duration of the current flow through the thyristors.

Step

A Selector contacts 14, 15 and permanent contact 9
are closed; change-over switch 5 connects contact
7 via root connection 6 with load relief circuit 17
which is in the non-conducting switching condition;
change-over switch 18 connects contact 20 with
root connection 19; thyristor circuit 2 is in the
non-conducting switching condition; bridging-over
switch 23 is closed; on-load current flows via
winding tap 11 of the regulating stage 13 of the
regulating winding as well as through selector
contact 14 and permanent contact 9 to the common
output line 16. The thyristor circuit 2 is

triggered.

B Permanent contact 9 opens, thyristor circuit 2
takes over on-load current.

C Thyristor circuit 2 is no longer triggered and

conducts current only up to the next zero-crossing;
thereafter on-load current flows through transition
resistor 4 and bridging-over switch 23.

D Change-over switch 18 opens, permanent contact 10
closes; on-load current, reduced by the
compensating current, flows via winding tap 12,
selector contact 15 and permanent contact 10
to the common output line 16; compensating current
flows through transition resistor 4 and
bridging-over switch 23.

E Change-over switch 18 connects root connection 19
with contact 21; thyristor circuit 2 is triggered.
Bridging-over switch 23 opens; compensating
current flows through thyristor circuit 2.

G Thyristor circuit 2 is no longer triggered and
conducts the compensating current only up to the
next zero-crossing; thereafter on-load current
flows via winding tap 12, selector contact 15
and permanent contact 10 to the common branch lead

16.

H Change-over switch 5 switches root connection 6
from contact 7 to contact 8.

I Change-over switch 18 switches from contact 21 to

contact 20; bridging-over switch 23 closes, so that
the load relief circuit is ready for the next step
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-continued

Step

switch-over.

With reference to FIGS. 2 and 5 there will be described
another variant of the switch-over from the step tap 11
to the step tap 12 of the regulating stage 13 of the regu-
lating winding.

The steps A through C are equivalent with the pre-
ceding description of the switch-over process. The
further steps are hereinafter listed.

D Change-over switch 18 switches root connection 19
from contact 20 to contact 21. Thyristor circuit 2
is triggered.

E Bridging-over switch 23 opens; thyristor circuit 2
takes over the on-load current.

F Permanent contact 10 closes; on-load current,

reduced by the compensating current, flows via
step tap 12, selector contact 15 and permanent
contact 10 to the common output line 16; thyristor
circuit 2 conducts the compensating current.

G Thyristor circuit 2 is no longer triggered and
conducts the compensating current only up to the
next zero-crossing.

H €Change-over switch 5 switches root connection 6
from contact 7 to contact 8.
I Change-over switch 18 switches from contact 21 to

contact 20; bridging-over switch 23 closes; thus
the load relief circuit is ready for the next step
switch-over.

While there are shown and described present pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, it is to be dis-
tinctly understood that the invention is not limited
thereto, but may be otherwise variously embodied and
practiced within the scope of the following claims.

Accordingly, what I claim is:

1. An arrangement in an on-load change-over switch
of an on-load tap changer for uninterrupting switch-
over of the regulating winding of a transformer, com-
prising:

a regulating stage of the regulating winding;

said regulating stage containing a higher winding tap

and a lower winding tap;

at least two selector contacts;

at least two permanent contacts;

conductors respectively connecting said at least two

selector contacts and said at least two permanent
contacts;
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a common output line;

said higher winding tap and said lower winding tap
being respectively connected to said common out-
put line through respective ones of said at least two
selector contacts and said at least two permanent
contacts for conducting load current from a re-
spective one of said higher winding tap and said
lower winding tap to said common output line;

a first change-over switch;

said first change-over switch having a root connec-
tion and two switching contacts respectively con-
nected to said higher winding tap and said lower
winding tap;

said two switching contacts of said first change-over
switch being respectively connected to said con-
ductors respectively connecting said at least two
selector contacts and said at least two permanent
contacts;

a load relief circuit interconnecting said root connec-
tion of said first change-over switch and said com-
mon output line;

said first change-over switch switching between said
higher winding tap and said lower winding tap
such that said load current is briefly passed to said
load relief circuit;

said load relief circuit containing a second change-
over switch and a thyristor circuit;

said thyristor circuit being connected in series with
said second change-over switch and containing
two thyristors in antiparallel connections;

said load relief circuit further containing a series con-
nection of a transition resistor and a bridging-over
switch; )

said series connection of said transition resistor and
said bridging-over switch being connected to said
common output line;

said second change-over switch containing two
switching contacts;

one of said two switching contacts of said second
change-over switch being directly connected to
said root connection of said first change-over
switch; and

an other one of said two switching contacts of said
second change-over switch being connected to said
root connection of said first change-over switch
through said transition resistor.

2. The arrangement as defined in claim 1, wherein:

said at least two permanent contacts are constructed

as a further switching contact.
* » * * *



