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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirrram H. Corpari,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Natick, in the county of Middlesex and
State of Massachusetts, have invented new
and useful Improvements in Edge-Pro-
tectors for the Soles of Boots and Shoes, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
the soles of boots or shoes and particularly
to that class of shoes worn by miners,
quarry-men and men of similar occupation.

The object of the invention is to provide
a protector for the edge of the sole, which
would be very inexpensive as an article of
manufacture, quickly applied to the sole
and of suitable material whereby it may be
formed in the ordinary manner and by the

‘use of ordinary machinery, said protector

being adapted to protect said sole from de-
struction or from bruising resulting from
the contact of said sole with the sharp cor-
ners of rocks or of metal which might be
strewn about the locality in which the
wearer thereof is employed.

The invention consists in the combination
and arrangement of parts set forth in the
following = specification and particularly
pointed out in the claim.

Referring to the drawing: Figure 1 is a
plan view of an outer sole having a pro-
tector, embodying my invention, applied
thereto. Fig. 2 is a section taken ou line
2—2 of Fig. 1 and illustrating the same in
connection with a portion of the upper and
the inner sole of a boot, said upper and in-
ner sole also being shown in section.

In the draswing, 5 is an outer sole to which
is attached an edge protector 6 embodyingin
its formation a vertically disposed rim 7 ex-
tending entirely around the edge of the
forepart, shank and heel portions of the sole
5, said rim also preferably extending down-
wardly to a plane including the bottom face
of said sole.

A lip 11 is laterally disposed on said rim
at the upper edge thereof and engages the
upper face of the sole 5 at the forepart and
shank portions thereof, the opposite inner
edges thereof being connected at the shanlk
portion 10 of said sole by a narrow strip
of metal 12 adapted to prevent the sides of
said protector from spreading, while ex-
tending from said narrow strip 12 around
the heel portion of said sole 13 a reduced

lip 17. Arranged along the inner edge of
the lip 11 is a series of projections 13—13,
each of which 1s adapted to project into wx
pierce the sole at a distance from the edge
thereof and thereby prevent spreading of
said protector at points not held by the
strip 12.

Iig. 2 of the drawing illustrates the man-
ner in which an outer sole having a pro-
tector thereon is applied to the upper of a
boot or shoe, 14 representing a portion of an
upper and 15 an inner sole, said outer sole
being connected or- secured thereto by any
suitable means, but in this case being se-
cured by tacks 16—16. i

It will be seen that the lip 11 extends
along the upper face of the sole 5 and is re-
tained in place on said sole by its engage-
nient with the upper 14 which is securely
held thereagainst by said tacks.

The protector ¢ is preferably attached to
the sole while said sole is in a flat state and
before being attached to a shoe upper may
be easily pressed thereon after the sole has
been trimmed to the desired shape. After
said protector has been pressed on to said
sole it is then smoothed up and in readiness
to be applied to the shoe no further trim-
ming being necessary.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire by Letters Patent to se-
cure is:

As an article of manufacture, an outer
sole for boots or shoes, and a metallic pro-
tector extending around the edge of the
forepart, shank and heel portions thereof
and embodying in its formation a vertically
disposed rim adapted to extend entirely
around the edge of said forepart, shank and
heel portions, a lip laterally disposéd on
said rim and adapted to engage one face
of said sole, a series of projections arranged
adjacent to the inner edge of said lip, each
adapted to pierce said sole at a distance
from the edge thereof, and means adapted
to connect the opposite sides of said pro-
tector at the shank of said sole.

In testimony whereof T have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing
witnesses.

WILLIAM H. COLBATH.

Witnesses:
Cuarues S. GoopiNg,
Sypxey E. Tarr.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Gommissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100



