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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN T. ROUNDTREE, OF MARTINSWILLE, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF TWO. 

THIRDS HIS RIGHT TO JAMES L.ROUNDTREE AND WILLIAM W. JESSEE, 
OF SAME PLACE, w 

IMPROVEMENT IN PORTABLE FENCES. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 92,282, dated June 19, 1877; application filed 
April 14, 1877. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN T. RounDTREE, 

of Martinsville, in the county of Barrison and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
valuable Improvement in Portable Fences; 
and I do hereby declare that the following 
is a full, clear, and exact description of the 
Construction and operation of the same, ref. 
erence being had to the annexed drawings, 
making a part of this specification, and to 
the letters and figures of reference marked 
thereon. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation 
of a side view of my improved fence. Fig. 2 
is a perspective view thereof, and Fig. 3 is a 
detail side view of one of the panels. 

This invention has relation to improvements 
in portable fences. 
The object of my invention is to devise 

means for expeditiously connecting the ends 
Of the panels, and for disconnecting the same 
as readily. 
The nature of my invention will be fully 

understood from the following description : 
In the accompanying drawings, the letters 

A A' A' indicate the panels of a zigzag or 
Worln fence, that are each composed of spaced 
luorizontal bars, poles, or rails B and vertical 
transverse bars, poles, or rails C C, suitably 
secured together. At one end of each panel 
the rails B extend out some distance beyond 
the upright C, forming a number of project 
ing ends, a, the remaining end of the said 
panels being terminated by the other end up 
right C, as shown in Fig. 1. D indicates a 
latch-bar, that is pivoted, at b, to the lowest 
of the horizontal rails of the panel at its ex 
tended end ct, and is capable of being vibrated 
into a position where its length and that of 
Said rail will be in line with each other. 
The extended ends a of the rails of one 

panel are passed inside of the end upright C, 
between the rails B of the adjacent panel A, 
until the upright C comes in contact with the 
said rails. The latch-bar is then swung up 
into a vertical position, and its upper end de 
tachably secured to the extension a of the up 

per horizontal rail of the panel by means of a 
pin or bolt, c. By this means the extended 
ends a of the one panel are prevented from 
escaping from between the rails of the other, 
and the two panels may then be adjusted at 
any angle to each other, according to the form 
of the lot sought to be inclosed. 
The panels, being set up as above described, 

are prevented from endwise displacemet by 
means of a second pin, d, that is passed 
through one of the longitudinal rails of the 
panel, preferably the middle one, at that por 
tion thereof that is included between the latch 
bar D and the end rail or bar C aforesaid. In 
practice the other upright C of each panel 
will extend some distance below the lower 
horizontal rail, this extension (lettered e in 
the drawings) being designed as a means for 
securing the panel in position by being driven 
or buried in the ground. 
What I claim as new, and desire to secure 

by Letters Patent, is 
1. In a portable fence, the combination, with 

the panel A, composed of spaced rails B and up 
rights C C, of the panel A", having extensions 
a on one end, and an upright, C, and the latch 
bar D, pivoted to the lowest extension of the 
panel, and adapted to be thrown up into a 
vertical position across the remaining exten 
sions, and to be secured thereto by a pin, sub 
stantially as specified. 

2. The combination, with the panel A, con 
structed as described, a panel, A, having ex 
tensions a beyond its end upright C, and a 
pivoted lock-bar, D, coupling the said panels, 
of a pin, d, extending through a rail, B, of 
panel A, between the upright C of panel A 
and the said lock-bar D, substantially as speci 
fied. 

In testimony that I claim the above I liave 
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence 
of two witnesses. 

JOHN TURNER ROUNDTREE. 
Witnesses: 

CYRUS COLE, 
C. W. ONEAL. 


