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This invention relates to improved means for
supporting a feeding bottle while an infant or
small child is being fed therefrom, .

In infant feeding bottle supports comprising
a stationary supporting means and a bottle holder
to suspend the feeding bottle from the support-
ing means$ as heretofore known, the bottle sus-
pending holder has usually been in the form of
an articulated device made up from metallic parts,
including metallic rod or wire formations having
complicated joints, set-serews and other project-
ing parts. Such bottle holding devices are not
only complicated in stricture and difficult to
manipulate and adjust, but are also costly, and by
reason of their hard and rigid characteristics and
‘their projecting and often sharp parts, the same
offer considerable risk of injury to the infant or
child if accidentally contacted by or brought in
contact with the latter. - -

Having the disadvantages of the above men-
tioned heretofore known type of infant feeding
bottle supports in view, it is'an object of the pres-
ent invention to provide an improved construction
of bottle support for use in a crib, carriage or the
like, said support comprising a stationary sup-
porting means-and a hon-metallic holder for sus-
pending the bottle from the supporting’ means
for convenient disposition of the suspended bottle
relative to the infant or child to be fed there-
from. : S o

The invention has for a further cbject to pro-
vide an improved infant feeding bottle support
which comprises a stationary supporting means
adapted to be stood in of otherwise suitably ar-

ranged in connection with a crib, carriage or the
like in which the infant or child to be fed lies, and

50 as to extend over and above the latter, to-
gether with a bottle holder which is slidably ad-
justable along the stationary supporting means,
said- bottle holder being made of non-metallic
material in a form adapted to embrace and fric-
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tionally grip an inverted bottle, whereby to hold -

the latter in suspension from the supporting
means, c » ’
The invention has for anotlier object to provide
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a feeding boftle holder as above ¢haracterized -

including aguard harness, also made of non-
metallic material, which- so cooperates with the
bottle holder as to prevent accidental detachment
of the bottle from the holder by the feeding in-
fant. or child; both said holder and said guard
harness being free from rigid parts and projec-
tions, and consequently avoiding risk of accidental
injury to the feeding infant or child if contacted
by or with the latter. B T o
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Other objects of the invention, not at this time
more particularly enumerated, will be understood
from the following detailed description of said
invention.

Iustrative embodiments of the invention are
shown in the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of one form of
stationary supporting means having the bottle
holder with its guard harness mounted thereon,
and showing -a bottle operatively held by the
holder and engaged by the guard harness in in-
verted suspension from supporting means, ready
for use by an infant or chilid to be fed therefrom;
Fig. 2 is a vertical cross-sectional view, taken on
line 2—2 in Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sec-
tiona] view, taken on line 3—3 in Fig. 2, but
drawn on an enlarged scale; and Fig. 4 is a plan
view of the bhottle holder shown in Fig. 1 but de-
tached from the stationary supporting means,
this view being drawn on an enlarged seale.

Fig. 5 Is a plan view of a modified form of
stationary supporting means and bottle holder;
Fig. 6 is a vertical cross-sectional view, taken on
line 6—6 in Fig. 5; and Fig. 7 is a plan view of
the bottle holder shown in Fig. 5 but detached
from the supporting means, this view being
drawn on an enlarged scale.

Fig. 8 is a plan view in part section of another
modified form of bottle holder as operatively ap-
plied o a bottle, but detached from the Support-~
ing means.

Similar characters of reference are employed
in the above described views, to indicate corre-’
sponding parts.

The infant feeding hottle support according to
the present invention includes g, stationary sup-
borting ‘means upon which a bottle suspending
holder is mounted. This stationary supporting
Ineans may be optionally provided in various
shapes and forms so long ag it includes, essential-~
ly, at least one carrier bar with which herein-
after described bottle holder means can be en-
gaged for adjustable movement therealong, and
.with some suitable means for arranging said car-
rier bar in operative association with a crib, car--
riage or the like in which the infant or child to
be fed is laid.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, one illustrative form
of stationary supporfing means therein shown
comprises an arcuate (preferably semi-circular)
bar {0 which is provided at its respective ends
with base members or foot plates | {, of substan-
tial length and width, by which the same can be
‘stood in ‘a crib, carriage or the like in which the
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infant or child to be fed lies, and so that the
same arches over the latter.

A form of bottle holder according to this in-
vention adapted to be supported by the single
carrier bar 6 of the above-described illustrative
form of stationary supporting means comprises
an anhular holder band or belt (2 made of elastic
material, such e. g. as an elastic fabric or webbing
of suitable width. Provided in connection with
the holder band or belt {2, to project externally
and radially therefrom as a unitary part thereof,
either in the plane thereof or in a plane at a
right-angle or other angular relation thereto, is
a hanger loop member {3 which is diametrically
sized to snugly fit over and around the carrier
bar {0 of the stationary supporting means. Pref-
erably said hanger loop member 3 likewise com-
prises an elastic material so as to constrictively
embrace the carrier bar 18, and, in such case,
may comprise an integral part of the holder
band or belt 2. The holder band or belt 12, in
relaxed condition, is of diametric size somewhat
less than the diametric size of a feeding bottle
body B to be suspended from the carrier bar 0
thereby. 'To operatively engage the holder band
or belt 12 with the bottle body B, the former is
expanded and then telescoped over the inverted
bottle body, and then so positioned thereon as to
suspend the inverted bottle from the carrier bar
i9 at a convenient angle with the suction nipple
T of the bottle downwardly directed. When the
bottle body B is so embraced by the holder band
or belt 12, the latter, when released, due to its
elasticity and tension will contract and thus con-
strictively engage and frictionally grip the bottle
in firm holding and supporting engagement
therewith. As engaged with and around the
carrier bar 10 of the supporting means, the
hanger ioop member 13 can be slid in either di-
rection alohg the carrier har, whereby to best
position the suspended bottle so as to locate the
nipple T for convenient access and engagement
by the mouth of an underlying infant or child to
be fed.

The infant feeding bottle support as thus far
described, may be used Tor the feeding of a small
baby ‘without likelihood that the latter could pull
away or otherwise accidentally disengage the
bottle B from the holder band or belt (2. When,
however, the support is used in the feeding of an
older, stronger or ‘more active child, additional
means is provided for preventing the pulling
away of the bottle from the holder band or belt
12, or otherwise accidentally 'disengaging ‘the
bottle from the latter. Such meahs comprises
a ‘guard -harness, an illustrative and preferred
form of which is shown in ‘Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive.

The guard harness is also made of non-metallic
material of soft and-flexible characteristics, and
comprises an annular bottom collar member 14
preferably made of elastic material, such'e. g.-as
an elastic fabric or webbing of suitable width.
This collar member 14 is of a diametric -size ap-
proximating the diametric size of the neck por-

tion N of a bottle body B which is to be served-

by the guard harness in use. Connected with
opposite sides of the bottom -collar .member 44,
to extend longitudinally upward therefrom, are
superposed inner and outer tie straps 15 and 18
of length somewhat less than the length of a
bottle body B which is to be served by the guard
harness in use. These tie straps 15 and {6 are
made of non-elastic material-so-as to be non-
stretching. The upper ends of the -inner tie
straps i5 are respectively suitably-affixed and an-
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4

chored to opposite sides of an annular top band
or collar member {7, which, in normal relaxed
condition, is of diametric size somewhat less than
the diametric size of a bottle body B which is to
be served by the guard harness in use. Means
are provided for releasably securing the upper
ends of the outer tie straps (6 respectively to
the anchored upper ends of corresponding inner
tie straps 15. Such means, illustratively, com-
prise snap fastener devices 18, the cooperative
elements of which are respectively affixed to the
upper end portions of the corresponding inner
and outer tie straps at the points of juncture of
the inner tie straps with the top band or collar
member (7.

When it is desired to use the guard harness in
conjunction with. the bottle holder, said guard
harness is first applied to the bottle. To accom-
plish this, the top band or collar member {7 of
the guard harness is expanded and telescoped
over the inverted bottle body B so that the same
is positioned adjacent to the bottom end of the
bottle, with the tie straps 5 and {6 dependent
from-said top band or collar member {7, in-down-
ward extension along opposite sides of the bottle
body B, to the lower collar member 14 which, in
the meantime, has been telescoped over the neck
portion N of the bottle so.as to be stopped against
the shoulder -S intermediate said neck portion
and the bottle body B. The guard harness hav-
ing been thus operatively assembled with the
bottle, the free end portions of the outer tie
straps 16 are released from normal secured rela-
tion to the top band or -collar member T and
inner tie straps 15. This having ‘been done, the
holder band or belt 12 is expanded and. telescoped
over the inverted bottle bedy B and so.ag to pass
over the top band or collar member i1 and inner
tie straps 15 of the guard harness,-and then po-
sitioned to embrace the inverted ‘bottle for sus-
pension thereof at a convenient angle from the
supporting means, After the holder band or
belt - 12 is thus operatively engaged with the
bottle body B, the outer tie straps (6 -are closed
over the holder band -or belt 12, and then se-
cured by the fastening means, such as the snap
fasteners {8, to the top band or collar .member
i1 and inner ‘tie straps 15, so that said holder
band ‘or belt 12 ‘is enclosed between the inner
tie straps (5 and the outer tie straps 6. When

‘the guard harness is thus. operatively related -to

the holder band or-belt {2,-if-any down pulling
force is ‘applied ‘to the bottle sufficient to shift
or slip the latter downwardly through the holder

‘band or ‘belt 12, such downward shift or slip of

the bottle will be arrested by engagement of said
holder band or belt 2 with the joined upper
ends of the tie-straps’i5 and i6 and top band or
collar member {1. Any yielding of the .guard
harness relative to the bottle, under such -circum-

‘stances, will be prevented by the tie strap-anchor-

ing bottom collar member .14 which-is stopped. by
the shoulder S -of -the bottle -body. From ‘the
above déscription and inspection of the accom- -

-panying drawings, -it ‘will be apparent that the

bottle holder -and guard harness -devices-closely
hug the supported-feeding bottle,.and-being made
of soft nen-metallic material, free from-hard and
rigid .parts-and. projections, -the same involve no
risk--of -injury to the feeding- infant or child if,
accidentally or-otherwise, contacted by ‘or with
the latter.

Referring ‘to ‘Figs. :5 -t0: T inclusive, -there . is
shown--thereby & mnodified -form of supporting

:means and bottle holder cooperdative therewith.
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In this modified form of supporting means, -the
same comprises a pair of arcuate, . preferably
semi-circular, carrier bars 20, laterally spaced
apart in parallel relation, with their ends affixed
to base members or foot plates 2{ of substantial
width and length, whereby the supporting means
can be stood in a crib, carriage or the like in
which the infant or child to be fed lies, and so
. as to arch over the latter. . The bottle holder is
modified to engage and be supported by. and be-
tween the parallel carrier bars 20, and, to this
end, comprises an .annular holder band or belf
22 made of elastic material, such e. g. as an elastic
fabric or webbing of suitable width. The holder
band or belt. 22 is provided with diametrically
aligned, oppositely and radially extending hanger
loop members 23 to respectively fit over. and
around the respective carrier bars. 20 so.as to
support, the holder band or belt therebetween,
and subject to slidable adjustment along the
same. It will be obvious, that the holder band
or belt 22 can be telescopically engaged over an
inverted bottle body B so as to embrace and fric-
tionally hold the same in.angular suspension
from the carrier bars 20. "It will also be under-
stood that the coupling hanger loop member 23
may be slid -in either direction along the carrier
bars, whereby to best position the suspended
bottle so as to locate the nipple T thereof for
convenient access and engagement by the mouth
of the underlying infant or child to be fed.  °

Although 'in Figs. 5 and 6 the guard harness
above described has been omitted from the show-
ing, it will nevertheless be understood that said
guard harness may be used in conjunction with
the holder band or belt 22 in the same manner
and with the same advantage as hereinabove
previously deseribed.

Referring now to Fig. 8, another modified
bottle holder means is thereby shown. This
modified form of holder comprises a bottle body
embracing holder band or belt 25, which may
or may not be made of elastic material, and which
is provided with one or more hanger loop mem-
bers 26 for coupling engagement with g carrier
bar or bars of the bottle supporting means. The
holder band or belt 25 is provided with at least
one suction cup element 21, the operative face of
which is projected from the internal face of the
holder band or belt 25. When the bottle body B
is inserted within the holder band or belt 25, the
operative face of the suction cup element 21 ig
opposed to the bottle body surface and is then
operatively applied in gripping relation thereto.
In most cases, when the suction cup provided
holder band or belt 25 is used, use of the above
described guard harness may be omitted, although
said guard harness may be used therewith, if
desired, as an added precaution against acei-
dental displacement of the bottle from the holder.

Having now described my invention, I claim:

1. An infant feeding bottle support compris-
ing a stationary supporting means including at
least one carrier rod and a bottle holder sup-
ported thereby, said bottle holder comprising an
annular holder band adapted to grippingly en-
circle an inverted bottle, said holder band hay-
ing, as a unitary part thereof, at least one ex-
ternal radially projecting hanger loop meémber
adapted to embrace a carrier rod whereby to
attach the holder band thereto, said hanger loop
member being adapted to be slidably moved along
said carrier rod for adjusting the position of the
holder band and supported bottle thereon, a
guard harness cooperative with the holder band
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and the inverted bottle embraced thereby, said
guard harness comprising a bottom collar mem-~
ber to encircle the neck of the inverted bottle,
bairs of non-stretchable tie straps each compris-
ing an inner tie strap and a superposed outer
tie strap, said pairs of tie straps being respec-
tively affixed to opposite sides of said bottom
collar member to extend longitudinally upward
therefrom along opposite sides of the inverted
bottle, a top collar member to encircle the in-
verted bottle body above the holder band ap-
Dlied thereto, the inner tie straps extending across
the holder band internally thereof, the upper
ends of said inner tie straps being respectively
affixed to opposite sides of the top collar member,
the outer tie straps extending across the holder
band externally thereof, and said inner and outer
tle straps having cooperative means for release-
ably securing their upper end portions together,

2. An infant feeding bottle support comprising
a stationary supporting means including at least
one carrier rod and a bottle holder supported
thereby, said bottle holder comprising an an-
nular holder band adapted to grippingly enecir-
cle an inverted hottle, said holder band having,
as a unitary part thereof, at least one external
radially projecting hanger Ioop membey adapted
to embrace a carrier rod whereby to attach the
holder band thereto, said hanger loop member
being adapted to be slidably moved along said
carrier rod for adjusting the position of the
holder band and supported bottle thereon, and
said holder band having a suction cup element
mounted thereon to project from its internal sur-
face and adapted to grip the bottle embraced
by said holder band.

3. An infant feeding bottle support comprising
at least one arched carrier rod provided at its
opposite ends with foot plates to hold the same
in erect upstanding position, and a bottle holder,
said bottle holder comprising an annular holder
band adapted to grippingly encircle an inverted
bottle, said holder band having, as a unitary
part thereof at least one external radially pro-
Jecting hanger loop member adapted to embrace
a carrier rod whereby to attach the holder band
thereto, said hanger loop member being adapted
to be slidably moved along said carrier rod for
adjusting the position of the holder band and
supported bottle thereon, a guard harness co-
operative with the holder band and the inverted
bottle embraced thereby, said guard harness com-
prising a bottom collar member to encircle the
neck of the inverted bottle, pairs of non-stretch-
able tie straps each comprising an inner tie strap
and a superposed outer tie strap, said pairs of
tie straps being respectively affixed to opposite
sides of said bottom collar member to extend
longitudinally upward therefrom along opposite
sides of the inverted bottle, 5 top collar member
to encircle the inverted bottle body above the
holder band applied thereto, the inner tie straps
extending across the holder band internally
thereof, the upper ends of said inner tie straps
being respectively affixed to opposite sides of
the top collar member, the outer tie straps ex-
tending across the holder band externally thereof,
and said inner and outer tie straps having co-
operative means for releaseably securing their
upper end portions together.

4. An infant feeding bottle support comprising
a stationary supporting means including at least
one carrier rod and a bottle holder supported
thereby, said bottle holder comprising an an-
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nular holder band adapted to grippingly encircle
the body of an inverted bottle, said holder ‘band
having, as a unitary part thereof, at least one
external radially projecting hanger leop mem-
ber adapted to embrace a -carrier rod whereby
to attach the holder band thereto, and a guard
harness cooperative with the holder band and
the inverted bottle embraced thereby, said guard
harness comprising a bottom collar member to
encircle the neck of the ‘inverted bottle, a top
collar member to encircle the inverted bottle
body above the holder band applied thereto, and
non-stretchable tie means attached to and ex-
tending longitudinally between said bottom and
top -collar members and across the holder band.

5. An infant feeding bottle support comprising
a pair of laterally and parallelly spaced apart
arcuate carrier rods, flat foot plates .to which
respeetive ends of said carrier rods are affixed
whereby to support the -said earrier rods in
arched extension therebetween, a boitle holder
comprising an annular holder band adapted to
grippingly encirele the body of an inverted bottle,
and said holder band having externaily ‘project-
ing hanger loop members extending respectively
from -diametrically -opposite sides of the same
and :adapted to respectively embrace the respec-
tive carrier rods whereby to-support said holder
band in bridging -extension between the latter,
said hanger loop members being adapted to ‘be
slidably moved along said .carrier rods for ad~
justing the position of the holder band thereon
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and thereby the suspended position of the sup-
ported bottle.

6. An infant feeding bottle suppori -according
to claim 5 including a guard harness coopera-
tive with the holder band and the inverted bottle
embraced thereby, said guard harness compris-
ing a bottom collar member to encircle the neck
of the inverted bottle, pairs of non-stretchable
tie straps each comprising an inner tie strap and
a superposed outer tie strap, said pairs of tie
straps being respectively affixed to opposite sides
of said bottom collar member to extend longi-
tudinally upward therefrom along opposite sides
of the inverted bottle, a top collar member to
encircle the inverted bottle body above the holder
band applied thereto, the inner tie straps ex-
tending across the holder band internally thereof,
the upper ends of said inner tie straps being
respectively affixed to opposite sides of the top
collar member, the outer tie straps extending
across the holder band externally thereof, and
said inner and outer tie straps having coopera-
tive means for releasably securing their upper
end portions together.

RICHARD J. DRILL.
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