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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknown that I, EXinpa WILSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Detroit, in
the county of Wayne and State of Michigan,
have invented a new and useful Corset-Steel,
of which the following is aspecification.

My invention relates to improvements in
corset-steels. .

Heretofore considerable difficulty and in-
convenience have been experienced by wear-
ers of corsets by the sudden snapping of the
stud-carrying steels when in the act of put-
ting the corsets on or removing them, or dur-
ing any straining that the steels might re-
ceive during wear.

The objects of my present inventionare to
strengthen or reinforce the steels so as to
avoid the liabilty of the same breaking by
ordinary usage, and at the same time to so
reinforce the steels as not to increase to any
great extent the cost of manufacture or labor
of inserting the same; and finally, to so ar-
range them as to lend comfort to the wearer
and avoid any pinching when applying the
same to the person. ‘

With these objects in view, the invention
congists in certain features of construction
hereinafterspecified and particularly pointed
out in the claim.

Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1is a
perspective view of two corset-steels con-
structed in accordance with my invention,
the same being separated. Fig. 2 is a rear
elevation fastened. Fig. 3 is a transverse
sectional view. Fig. 41is a perspective view
of the two reinforcing steels or strips. Fig.
5.is a similar view of the steels proper in de-
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Like numerals of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures of the drawings.

1—2 designate -respectively the right and
left corset-steel, the former usually carrying
the studs and the latter the eyes for engag-
ing the same. In the present instance the
steels 1 and 2 are devoid of studs and eyes
and in lieu thereof and at corresponding
points are provided with cireular perfora-
tions 8. In rear of the steel 1 a broad steel
strip 4 is located and adapted to reinforce

the same, and from the strip 4 adjacent to its
center extend headed pins or studs 5 which
pass through the perforations 3, and thusse-
cure the steels 1 and 4 loosely yet securely
together. The perforations 3 of the steel 1
being formed near the inner edge thereof,
and the studs being located adjacent to the
center of the strip 4 it will be seen that the
steel 1 occupies about one-half of the rein-
forcing strip 4, thus leaving the inner half
of said strip projecting beyond that of the
steel 1. Arranged in rear of the steel 21is a
reinforeing steel strip 6, and the same oppo-
site the perforations 3 in said steel 2, is pro-
vided with headed studs or pins 7, which
pass through the perforations, The reinfore-
ing strip 6 is provided at its inner edge with
key-hole eyes 8, which engage with thestuds
5 of the reinforcing strip 4, and when in such
position it will be seen that the strips 2 and
6 overlap the strip 4, so that the space be-
tween the two strips is spanned by the broad
reinforcing strip 4, whereby pinching of the
person is avoided and the joint between the
steels prevented from becoming uncomfort-
able to the wearer.

Not only does the arrangement of steel-
strips and steels provide for great comfort
to the wearer, but the steels are greatly
strengthened and prevented from snapping
during ordinary circumstances, while at the
same time the corset is not rendered too stiff
for comfort. By reason of the loose connec-
tion between the steels and the reinforcing
strips the same are maintained in relative
position and prevented from working their
way out of the corset. :

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

In a corset, the combination with the op-

‘posite perforated steels, of the broad rein-

forcing strip arranged in rear of one of the
steels, extending beyond the inner edge
thereof, and having headed studs passing
loosely through the perforationsof said steel,
the opposite reinforcing strip eorresponding
in width to that steel to which it is applied
and having headed studs loosely engaging
the perforations of its steel and adapted to
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overlap the exposed surface of the reinfore- my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
ing strip before mentioned, and eyes project- | the presence of two witnesses. )

ing from the inner edge thereof and adapted

to engage removably zv:vith said headed studs ‘ EXILDA WILSON.
of the broad reinforcing strip, substantially Witnesses:

as specified. L. ScoFIELD, Jr.,
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as D. S. DONOHUE.



