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To all chon it may concern; 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR J. STEwART, 

a subject of the King of Great Britain, re 
siding at the city of St. Louis, in the State 
of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Collapsible Ship 
ping Crates, of which the following is a 
specification, reference being had therein to 
the accompanying drawing. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

collapsible shipping crates, and has for its 
object to provide a crate for poultry and the 
like, of light, strong and rigid construction, 
folding into compact dimensions for return 
shipment as an empty, and having one or 
more partitions so detachably mounted in 
its interior, as to be readily unseated and 
removed to permit the floor of the crate to 
be cleansed. Other incidents of my inven 
tion embraces a two-part cover, each part 
being so hinged as to be opened by either a 
Swinging or sliding movement; hand-open 
ings in said cover having sealing-means; and 
latching and locking means for the parts 
composing the cover. 

Drawings. 
In the drawings 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a crate em 

bodying my invention, in expanded posi 
tion. 

Fig. 2 is a side view of the same in col 
lapsed position, parts being broken away. 

Fig. 3 is an end view of the same in ex panded position. 
Fig. 4 is a sectional fragmental view taken 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 5 is a sectional fragmental view taken 

on the line 5-5 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 6 is a plan view of a cover hand-hole, 

its lid and sealing means. 
Fig. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view 

of the latch Securing the cover-parts to 
gether. - 

Fig. 8 is a top plan view of the parts 
shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is an elevation of a fragment of 
the removable partition in place. 

Fig. 10 is a sectional detail on the line 
10-10 of Fig. 9. 

Description. 
As shown in the drawings, I employ a 

base-member 11 formed of a single, sheet 
of suitable material and having its longer 

parallel edges folded as indicated at 12 to 
form a seat and support for the side-wall frame 13. 
The fold 12 terminates in the lip 14, from which tongues 15 project, said tongues 15 

being culved to form loops engaging with 
eyes 16 formed in the bottom of the frame 
13, as shown in Fig. 4, to hinge said frame 
13 to the bottom 11. A lattice 17 is mounted 
in the frame 13, as shown in Fig. 1. 
The vertical flange 18 (see Fig. 5) car 

lies the pins 19 which serve as a hinge for 
the end-frames 20 carrying lattices 21 and 
having their ends formed of angle-bars 22, 
whose outer flanges 23 embrace the vertical 
flanges 18 of the bottom 11 when the crate is 
in the collapsed position illustrated in Fig. 2. 
The flanges 23 carry pins 24 seated in 

slots 25 formed in the side-fanges 26 of the 
cover-sections A and B, to provide hinged 
and-sliding engagement between the end 
frames 20 and said cover-sections A and B. 
The cover-section. A has the angle-bar 27 
and the cover-section B has the angle-bar 
28, mounted at their adjacent ends, as shown 
in Fig. 7, the partition 29 being seated be 
tween them as shown in said Fig. 7; said 
sections A and B being secured together by 
the spring-latch 30, mounted in the bracket 
31 formed on the bar 32, which bar 32 is 
fixed upon the upper face of the angle 27. 
The partition 29 is provided on its lower 

edge with lugs 33 engaging with slots. 34 
in the botton 11; and is held in vertical 
position by notches 35 cut in the top flanges 
36 of the side-wall frames 13 (see Fig. 4). 
The cover-sections A and B are each pro 

vided with longitudinal slats 37 and trans 
verse slats 38, and a hand-hole 39 having a 
hinged cover 40 provided with a seal 41. 
The spring-latch 30 may be secured in 

closed position by means of the seal 42. 
The contents of the crate having been re 

moved, the crate is collapsed as follows. 
The partition 29 is lifted from its seated 

engagement with the bottom 11 and side 
frames 13 and laid flat in the interior, upon 
the bottom 11. - - - 

The side frames 13 are folded inwardly to 
rest flat within the vertical flanges 18. 
Thereupon the end-frames 20 are folded 

in Wardly until they rest flat upon the tops of 
the vertical flanges 18. This movement of 
the end-frames 20 will carry the pins 24-24 
inwardly and toward each other, at the same 
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down into position upon the tops of the end 
frames 20. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a col 
lapsible shipping crate comprising a bottom, 
side-frames hinged to said bottom; end 
frames also hinged to said bottom forming 
supports for said side-frames; and two 
cover-sections having hinged-and-sliding en 
gagement with the tops of said end-frames 
and having depending side-flanges arranged 
to engage with the bottom when in collapsed 
position. 

2. As a new article of manufactule, a col 
lapsible shipping crate comprising a bot 
tom, side-frames hinged to said bottom; end 
frames also hinged to said bottom forming 
supports for said side-frames; two cover 
Sections having hinged-and-sliding engage 
ment with the tops of said end-frames and 
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having depending side-flanges arranged to 
engage the bottom when in collapsed posi 
tion; in combination with a vertical parti 
tion detachably secured to the bottom and 
side frames when the crate is in expanded 
condition. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a col 
lapsible shipping crate comprising a bot 
tom, side-frameshinged to said bottom; end 
frames also hinged to said bottom forming 
Supports for said side-frames: two cover 
Sections having hinged-and-sliding engage 
ment with the tops of said end-frames and 
having depending side-flanges arranged to 
engage with the bottom when in collapsed 
position; in combination with means for 
locking the crate in expanded condition com 
prising a latch securing the meeting edges 
of said cover-sections. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af. 
fixed my signature. 

ARTHUR. J. STEWAR.T. 
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