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This application relates to roller screen con 
structions and aims to provide a novel and effi 
Cient roller Screen construction for screening an 
Open area, in a surface. More particularly the 
invention relates to roller screen constructions 
adapted to Screen Window openings in building 
Walls. 

For an understanding of the invention, which 
relates most particularly to details of construc 
tion, reference should be had to the annexed 
dra Wing, an understanding of which may be 
gained by reference to the following detailed de 
scriptive matter. In the drawing, 

Fig. 1 is a Small scale view showing a window 
; Opening equipped With a roller Screen construc 
tion of the invention; 
The remaining figures show details of construc 

tion in larger Scale. 
Referring to the drawing, it will be seen that 

at 9 there is shown a building wall or the like 
in which is a Window opening representing the 
Open area to be screened. Disposed within op 
posed Vertical edges or jambs of the opening at 
the Upper end of the same are housings con 
taining drum wound springs 2 whose free ends 
are Seated within the slots or kerfs 4 of pins 5 
journalled in central openings of the housings, 
these pins having enlarged portions 6 Within 
the area, to be screened. Extending between and 
connecting the enlarged portions 6 of the jour 
nalling pins 5 and receiving them is a tubular 
roller having indentations 8 keying the roller 
to the pin portions 6. The roller is formed With 
keyhole slots 9 some of which are between the 
enlarged portions 6 of the pins and others of 
Which are in registry with these enlarged por 
tions of the pins, and in all of the keyhole slots 
are disposed buttons 24 formed on sheet metal 
edge strips 2 receiving and soldered to the up 
per free end of the roiler Screen 22. 

Since SOne of the buttons pass through keyhole 
slots of the roller in registry with the enlarged 
portions of the pins, these portions are slotted 
aS indicated at 23 to provide clearance for the 
buttons disposed in the adjacent keyhole slots. 

Shielding the roller is a hood 39 which con 
nectS and receives enlarged portions of the hous 
ings , whereby it is disposed in sealed relation 
With the Wall except for a line at the juncture 
Of the lower Surface of the hood with the area 
to be Screened, Which line provides a passage for 
the Screen 22 as it rolls off and onto the roller A. 
For protecting the Screen against raindrip from 
the hood, there is provided on the lower surface 
of the hood adjacent the line above described a 

(C. 156 -39) 
retroVerted flange construction defining a gutter 
3, whose free edge is considerably Spaced from 
the screen. 

Extending along opposed Wertical edges of the 
Open area, to be Screened, from the Upper to the 5 
lower ends of the same, is a pair of tracks, each 
pair of Which includes a Side portion 32 and a 
back portion 33, the latter having a track proper 
or runner 34 of trapezoidal construction. The 
side tracks are secured to and extend from the 
lower end of the Open area, to be Screened along 
the jamb Or Side edges up to pointS SOmeWhat be 
low the gutter 3 from which points they are di 
rected a Way from the Wall towards the gutter 
Which is formed in its lower Surface With inden 
tations receiving the upper ends of the Side 
tracks. The back tracks and With them their 
runners 36 extend from the lower end of the area. 
to be Screened along the jamb or side edges of 
Such area to the upper edge of the area, and at 
their upper and lower ends the back tracks are 
fixed to the upper and lower ends of the edge of 
the Open area, to be screened. 
The lower end of the screen is provided with a 

sheet metal reinforcing strip 36 formed with key 
hole slots 3i and the reinforcing strip is formed 
to be Somewhat pliable so as to form a wiping 
seal with the lower edge of the area to be 
Screened. The slots 37 receive pins 38 formed on 
a tube 40. Disposed Within the tube are elon 
gated bars A. On whose free ends are blocks 42 
provided with slots 43 receiving the tracks or 
runners 34, and telescoped around the bars be 
tWeen their blocks 42 and center blocks AA sta 
tionarily mounted Within the tube 40 are com 
preSSion SpringS 45 Which tend to urge the blocks 
42 on the free ends of the bars 4 away from the 
center line of the area to be screened, so that the 
inner edges of the slots 43 will be biased into 
Clamping engagement With the runners 34. 

For providing a nanually operable means 
Whereby Such clamping engagement may be de 
stroyed, there are secured to the ends of the bars 
4; that project through and are guided in the 
fixed blocks 44 finger pieces 46 projecting through 
an elongated slot of the tube 40. It will be 
observed that When the finger pieces are directed 
toWards each other in a manner that will be ob 
ViOuS, the blocks 42 on the free ends of the bars 

A Will be pulled towards each other to destroy 
the clamping engagement aforesaid; and when 
the finger pieces are released, the springs 45 will 
urge the blocks 42 away from each other and 
Create the clamping engagement aforesaid. 

O 

s 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

The provision of the manually controllable 55 



O 

2 
clamping arrangement at the lower end of the 
screen provides a means which when held will 
permit the Screen to be moved up and down as 
desired with perfect freedom and which when re 
leased will provide a clamping engagement which 
holds the screen in any desired position. 
Now having described the roller screen con 

struction of this application, reference will be 
had to the claims which follow for a determina 
tion of the monopoly sought to be covered herein. 

I claim: - 

1. A movable screen construction including in 
combination stationary tracks at opposed vertical 
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edges of the Open area, to be Screened, the tracks 
being in the form of Vertically extending strips, 
the front and two sides of each of which are ex 
posed, a bar on and reinforcing the lower edge of 
the screen and formed at its free ends and in its 
back with grooves receiving the strips so that 
the lower end of the screen may be guided in 
its vertical movement by the cooperation of the 
strips and grooves, each groove having two side 
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surfaces and a back surface, the bar comprising 
separated sections, resilient means at the lower 
end of the Screen tending to bias the free ends 
of the bar sideWise to cause sides of the grooves 
to be urged into clamping engagement with sides 
of the strips to hold the lower end of the screen 
stationary, and manually operable means oper 
able for opposing the resilient means and for 
freeing the aforementioned sides of the grooves 
in the bar ends from clamping engagement with 
the strips, the bar being separable as a whole 
from the strips by movement of the bar in a di 
rection transverse to its longitudinal axis, front 
Wards. 

2. A construction of the character described in 
claim 1 wherein the resilient means at the lower 
end of the Screen tends to bias the free ends of 
the bar away from each other and wherein the 
means operable for opposing the resilient means 
so operates by drawing the free ends of the bar 
towards each other. 

MAX BARROW. - 

0. 

15 

20 


