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UNITED STATES PATENT OFTICE.

CLAUDE LORAINE HAGEN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y

AMUSEMENT DEVICE.

No. 844,676,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 19, 1907,

Application filed January 26,1906, Serial No. 298,084,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cravpg Loraing Ha-
GEN, a citizen of the United States, residine
at New York city, in the county of New York
and State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Tmprovements in Amuso-
ment Devices; and T do hereby declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
able others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to amusement de-
vices, and particularly to those illusion de-
vices which create the impression that a per-
son 1s going somewhere when in reality he is
not progressing at all.

The object of this invention is the produe-
tion of a device whereby to create the illusion
of an aerial trip, to create all the sensations
of ascending by an elevator to a tower air-
ship station and thence by air-ship to an-
other tower-station, and then preferably by
elevator to ground again.

" To the attainment of this object the inven-
tion consists in the structure, apparatus,
paraphernalia, and combination of devices
and apparatus herein described and claimed.

The accompanying drawings form a part
of this specification, and therein Figure 1
represents, partly in section and partly in
elevation, a device embodying the invention.
Fig. 2 is a similar representation thereof,
taken in a vertical plane, the plane of section
being indicated by the line 2 2 in Fig. 1. Fig.
3 represents in plan the platform simulating
the car of an air-ship. Fig. 4 represents a
fransverse vertical section through said plat-
form, taken in the plane indicated by the line
4 4 1n Fig. 3. Tig. 5 is a vertical section
through the room below the simulated ajr-
ship. " Fig. 6 is a representation in side ele~
vation of one of the pairs of seats used in the
car of the simulated air-ship; and Figs. 7 and
8 are detailed views of the pivoted and sta-
tionary vanes, respectively, for use in lieu of
the hinged wings.

In carrying out the illusion of an aerial
trip’ four rooms or compartments are pro-
vided, as seen in Fig. 1, wherein 7 indicates
an anteroom entered by door S; 9, a room
simulating the car of an elevator, the en-
trance to which is had through the door 10
and exit therefrom through™ door 11, the
main room 12 representing a tower-station

|
E|
|
|
|

of a line of aerial navigation and which is en-
tered through door11; and 13 a room between
the principal roows for containing a part of
the apparatus used for eflecting the desired
illusion,

In the anteroom above the elevator-door
is a window 14, behind which a vertically-
moving screen 15 is located and which has
upon 1t the representation of an elevator.
This screen may be made to ascend or de-
sceind by any suitable well-known nmeans, its
ascent and descent indicating to people in
the anteroom as they loolk through the win-
dow 14 that the elevator is ascending or re-
turning from the tower-station,

Room 9 has an opening or window in its
side wall, back of which is a sereen 16, pref-
erably an endless screen mounted upon a
pair of horizontal rollers. This screen has
painted upon it such pictures as will give to
the occupants of room 9 when the screen is
moved about its rollers the impression that
they are either ascending or descending in an
elevator. The vertical travel of this screen
may be effected by any of the well-known
means used for such purpose.

Inroom 12 a platform, preferably having
a railing 18, is svspended by any suitable
means—as, for example, by ropes or cables
19—from the ceiling of the room, asindicated.
This platform simu lates the car of an air-ship.
Above it, stspended from the ceiling of the
room, is a sheet of fabric 20, arranged in g
convex form to represent the lower surface of
the gas-bag of a dirigible balloon or air-ship.
Extending from the edges of this fabric there
are suspended view-interr pting shield 21 to
a point above the heads of ocet pants of the
car and from the lower edge of this shield
netting, as 22, such as tsed in air-ships, ex-
tends to the railing 18. Projecting from the
otter edge of the platform and on either side
are what may be termed “v ings” 23, which
are preferably hinged to the car, as seen in
Fig. 4, and which, if desired, may be moved
about the hinge by any stitable means to aid
in the illcsion that the device js propelled
thereby.  These wings also serve another
prrpose, whether moved or not, namely, that
of catching the eye of the ocer pants of the
car and also preventing themn from seeing
more of the floor of the room, and particy-
lartly  shielding from view the opening
through the floor of the room 12 into room 183,
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The side walls of room 12 are prepared in any
suitable way for the projection thereonto of
moving pictures to give the impression to the
oceupants of the car that the simulated air-
5 ship is moving. Preferably these walls are

rovided with picture-screens, suzch as indi-.

cated at 24 in Wig. 2. At the ends of the car
vertical screens may be placed, such as indi-
cated at 25 in Fig. 3, to mterrupt the line of
vision in those directions, so ds to confine it
to the sides of the room. These end screens
may bear an inscription, such as “Emngine-
room,” Fig. 4, to assist In the illusion. The
moving pictures to be thrown upon the
screens ab the sides of the room may be pro-
jected from suitable picture-machines located
in any desired position for accomplishing the
purpose; but preferably they are located
upon the sides of the shield 21, as indicated
at 26 in Ifig. 2.

In addition to the illusions thus produced
by a view from the sides of the car there is
provided a further illzsion by making an
opening through the middle of the platform
representing the car of the air-ship, as indi-
cated at 27 in Figs. 3and 4. About this open-
ing there is preferably a railing 28, and
across this opening there is preferably a plate
of glass or other transparent material, as
illustrated, though this may be omitted, if
desired. 1n the floor of room 12, which is
likewise the ceiling of room 13, in registry
with opening 27 and preferably of larger ex-
tent, there is an opening 29. Tn this opening
there may be placed a transparent picture-
screen, as 30, Figs. 1 and 2, or a plate of glass
or other transparent material, as indicated
at 31 in Fig. 5. When the {ransparent
screen 30 is employed, moving pictures may
be projected upon it, as by means of the ma-
chine indicated at 32, Figs. 1 and 2. The
picture-screen, though, may be on the floor of
Toom 13, as seen in Fig. 5, when the picture-
projecting machine may be located substan-
tially as indicated at 33. In this last ar-
rangement the transparent plate 31 may, if
desired, be omitted. Tt is, however, prefer-
ably employed to prevent anything from
dropping through onto the picture screen.

The car is preferably provided with seats,
and in order to accommodate as great & num-
ber of persons as possible in the limited space
and to provide for their readily changing po-
sition, so as to watch the view at the sides of
the car or that to be seen through theopening
inits bottom, a special construetion of seatis
adopted. These seats are made in pairs by
hinging the bottoms 34 to opposite sides of
standards 35, which standards are disposed
radially with respect to the center of the car,
and said bottoms are supported in horizontal
position, preferably by swinging braces 36,
likewise hinged to the standards. Seats
thus constructed may be so closely placed
65 that the bottoms when in horizontal position

I0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

go

55

60

844,676

! shall nearly touch one another, as indicated
| in Fig. 3, and yet when swung up will pro-
vide ready passage from one side of the row
of seais to the other.
\ The platform or floor of the simulated car
may be of any desired elevation with relation
| to the floor of room 12 and when raised more
'\ than an easy step therefrom may be reached
| by aflight ofsteps, (represented at37.) Gates
| through the railing 18 may be provided at
one end of the car, as at 38.
To give the aerial travelers the impression
that they are moving swiftly through the air,
fans or blowers, as indicated at 39, may be so
| located as to drive currents of air through
| the car from one direction or another, as de-
sired. Also to impress upon them the alti-
tude to which they have attained the cur-
| Lents of air may be changed in temperature
\ by causing the air circulated by the fans to
‘ enter the room through a refrigerating-coil

of any suitable construction, as typified at
40. The fans also serve another useful pur-
pose. They cause any peanut-shucks or
other things dropped from the cars to float
rapidly away, as though the car were really
moving, instead of resting, as they otherwise
might, upon the screen or olass in the floor of
toom12. This illusion is particularly height-
ened by the omission of the glass from the
bottom of the car, thereby giving free pas-
sage for dropped articles down into the cur-
rents of air below the car.

Obviously many variationsin thestructure,
association, and combination of parts and
devices described and illustrated in the above
disclosure of this invention may be made
without departing from the spirtt of thein-
vention. :

In leu of the hinged wings 23, pivoted or
stationary vanes, as indicated at 23* and 23°,
in Figs. 7 and 8, respectively, may be substi-
tuted and painted screens used instead of the
picture-screens 24. Tt is obvious that the
car or platform in room 12 may be supported
by one or more uprights from the floor in-
stead of supported as shown, if desired.

The invention claimed is—

1. In an amusement device, the combina-

air-ship, a view-opening through the bottom
of the simulated car, a picture-screen in the
range of said opening and a picture-machine
for projecting moving pictures upon said
sereen for the purpose set forth.

9. In an amusement device, the combina-
tion of a platform simulating the car of an
air-ship, a view-opening through the bottom
of the simulated car, a sheet of transparent
material in said opening and means for pro-
| jecting moving pictures into the field viewed
‘ through said opening.

3. Tn an amusement device, the combina-
| tion of a platform simulating the car of an
| air-ship, a view-opening through the bottom
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of the simulated car, a picture-screen in view
through said opening, picture-sereens in view
at the sides of said simulated car and picture-
machines for projecting moving pictures
upon said screens.

4. In an amusement device, a platform
simulating the car of an air-ship, view-inter-
rupting shields at the ends of the simulated
car, picture-screens in view from the sides of
the car, view-interrupting shields above the
sides of the car and picture-machines mount-
ed on said shields for projecting moving pic-
tures upon said screens.

5. In an amusement device, the combina-
tion with a platform simulating the car of an
alr-ship and having a view-opening through
its floor, of seats arranged absut szid car, the
bottoms whereof are hinged at one ‘side
whereby they may be swung up so that a per-
son may readily shift his position from that
of looking out from said car to that of look-
ing through said opening and means Lot pro-

Jecting moving pictures into view from the |

sides of said car and through said opening.

6. In an amusement device, a suspended
platform having a railing about its edge and
an opening through its middle with a railing
about said opening in combination with

8

wings attached to the outer edge of said plat-
form and a fabric suspended above the plat-

' form, the whole simulating the car of an ajr-
- ship.

7. In an amusement device, a room, a
structure simulating an air-ship suspended
in said room, and having a view-opening
through the bottom of its car, a room below
said car, a picture-screen in said room and
means for projecting moving pictures upon
sald screen in the range of vision from said
car.

8. In an amusement device, a room, a
structure simulating an_ air-ship suspended
in said room, and having a view-opening
through the bottom of its car, a room below
said car, an opening in the ceiling of said
roem in registry with the opening in the bot-~
tom of said car, a picture-screen on the floor
ol said room in view from said opening and
means for projecting moving pictures upon
said screen for the purpose set Forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

CLAUDE LORAINE HAGEN.

Witnesses:

Joserir R. Epson,
W. Crarexce Duvare,
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