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This invention relates to a dispenser for tongue depres 
sors and more particularly to a dispenser that is adapted 
for use by the medical profession for containing and 
dispensing conventional tongue depressors which are in 
the form of an elongated strip of wood or other suitable 
material. 

It is an object of this invention to provide such a dis 
penser which is sanitary, easily operated and which may 
be readily refilled. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of a 

novel construction for such dispensers which will render 
the device highly efficient in its operation and economical 
to manufacture. 

Further objects and advantages of this invention will be 
more clearly understood from the following description 
and from the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective side view of a dispenser embody 
ing my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of said dispenser partly in hori 
Zontal section. 

Fig. 3 is a front view of said dispenser with the cover 
thereof being shown in vertical section. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional end view on line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a perspective front view showing the dispenser 

with the cover removed and illustrating the dispensing 
operation thereof. 

Fig. 6 is a perspective side view of the ejector bar used 
in said dispenser. 

in the embodiment shown in the drawings, my improved 
dispenser preferably comprises a container unit 5 and a 
detachable cover 6, both of which are adapted to be 
formed of a plastic material, by molding or otherwise. 
The container unit 5 includes a base portion 7 which 

forms a wall of the dispenser and has a bottom support 
ing wall 8, an upper retaining wall 9 and an end wall 
it, each of which extends perpendicularly from the base 
7 and may be molded integrally therewith. 
An ejector bar i is slidable against the bottom side of 

the wall 9 and has an operating handle 12, which slidably 
projects through a slot i3 in the cover 6, and an ejector 
finger 4 which normally rests within a notch 15 in the 
wall 0. 
The said ejector bar may be normally urged in one di 

rection by means of a spring 6 which is anchored be 
tween a post 17 on the wall 9 and a post 18 that is carried 
on the said ejector bar and slides in a notch 19 in the 
edge of the retaining wall 9. 

in the embodiment shown, the said spring 16 is an 
chored to normally urge the ejector bar into a retracted 
position. If desired, the spring may be anchored be 
iween the said post 18 and a post 20 at the other end 
of the wall 9 so that the ejector bar may be normally urged 
towards its ejecting position. 
A follower spring 21 is mounted upon the lower sup 

porting wall 8 and is preferably retained in position there 
on by means of a hook 22 which fits within an elongated 
recess 23 that is provided in the end wall 10. 
A pile of tongue depressors, indicated at 24, may be 
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2 
loaded into the dispenser by first detaching the cover and 
then merely forcing the spring 2 downwardly and insert 
ing the said depressors between the spring and the bottom 
of the ejector bar 11, into the position shown in Fig. 3. 
The cover 6 may then be attached over the container 
unit and it will be retained on the said unit by engage 
ment with the outer surfaces at the bottom of the wall 
8, the end wall i8 and the tops of bosses 25-25 and 26 
which are provided upon the upper surface of the retaining 
wall 9 to engage the wall of the cover and separate it 
from the retaining wall to provide a space between the 
top of said retaining wall and the cover for containing 
the spring i6. 
A tongue depressor may be dispensed from my improved 

dispenser by merely engaging the handle 12 with the 
thumb and sliding said button towards the end of the 
of the dispenser; whereupon the top depressor will be 
ejected through the dispensing opening 27, that is provided 
in the end wall of the cover, into the position shown in 
Fig. 5. The end of the depressor may then be grasped 
with the fingers and pulled out of the dispenser to com 
plete the dispensing operation. 

It will be noted that the slot 3 is directly over the 
edges of the wall 9 and the bar if, so that the said edges 
serve to completely ciose the said slot, against the passage 
of dirt or other matter into the interior of the dispenser, 
and protect the tongue depressors to keep them in sani 
tary condition. 

If it should be desired to have the dispenser operate 
automatically in the ejection of a depressor, the spring 6 
is merely anchored upon the pin 28 and an ejection oper 
ation may then be performed by merely pulling the handle 
2 in Wardly and releasing it and permitting the spring to 

eject the depressor. 
claim: 

1. A dispenser including a container unit and a cover 
therefor, the said container unit comprising a base forming 
a side wall of the dispenser and having integrally there 
with and extending perpendicularly therefrom a support 
ing wall running along an edge of said base, a retaining 
wall parallel to said supporting wall and spaced therefrom, 
an end wall between said supporting and retaining walls, 
the said end wall having a notch therein adjacent the re 
taining wall, an ejector bar slidable against the inner 
Surface of the retaining wall and having an ejector finger 
normally disposed in said notch in the end wail, an operat 
ing projection on said bar extending through a slot in 
the cover and slidable therein, and a follower spring rest 
ing upon the Supporting wall for urging elongated flat strip 
like members against the inner face of said ejector bar 
and in alignment with a slot in the end wall of the cover; 
the said spring having a hook portion and the end wall 
having a recess therein adjacent to the Supporting wall 
for receiving the said hook portion to thereby anchor 
Said Spring upon the supporting wall. 

2. A dispenser comprising a container unit including a 
base having extending perpendicularly there from a sup 
porting wall, a retaining wall parallel to the supporting 
wail and spaced therefrom, an end wall between said sup 
porting and retaining walls, an ejector bar slidable against 
the inner face of the retaining wall, an operating handle 
extending from said ejector bar, a spring resting upon 
the Supporting wall, the said container unit being adapted 
to receive a pile of strip-like members between the said 
Spring and the inner face of the ejector bar, an ejector 
finger on said bar, a post on said ejector bar extending 
through a notch in the retaining wall, an anchoring pcst 
upon the retaining wall for anchoring a spring member 
connected to the post on the ejector bar to normally urge 
said bar towards one direction, bosses upon the outer face 
of the retaining wall, a cover fitting over said container 
unit and retained thereon by engagement with the outer 
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surfaces of the said supporting wall, end wall and re 
taining wall bosses, the said cover having an opening 
therein to slidably receive the operating handle on the 
ejector bar, and a separate opening in alignment with the 
topmost strip-like member in said pile to permit the ejec 
tion of said member through said separate opening. 
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