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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 

JOSEPH GLOVER, OF PATERSON, NEW JERSEY. 

CAN OPEN N G DEVICE. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 545,227, dated August 27, 1895. 
Application fled November 22, 1894, Serial No, 529,592, (No model.) 

To all, whov it inclf concerto 
Beit known that I, JOSEPH GLOVER, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Pater 
son, in the county of Passaic and State of New 
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Can-Opening Devices; and 
I do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to devices for opening 

sealed cans, and has for its object the pro 
duction of a simple but efficient can-opener, 
possessing advantages in point of adjustabil 
ity, cheapness of manufacture, durability, and 
usefulness. 
The nature of my invention will appear 

from a reading of the following description, 
when taken in connection with the accompa 
nying drawings, which form a part of this 
Specification, and in which 

Figure i is an illustration of the application 
of my invention to a can, Fig. 2 is a plan view 
of a can and my improved opening device in 
the act of cutting. Fig. 3 is a plan view of my 
improved can-opener. Fig. 4 is a side eleva 
tion of the same. Fig. 5 is a vertical longi 
tudinal sectional view. Fig. 6 is an enlarged 
Sectional view on line ac ac, Fig. 3; Fig. 7, a 
detail view of the cutter. Fig. 8 is a detail 
view of the hook. 

Referring to the drawings by letter, A de 
notes the can having the top d, and B is my 
improved can-opening device, which consists 
of the handle c, cutter d, and hooke. At the 
end opposite the handle is a punch f, which 
is employed for making the aperture in the 
center of the can-top for the hooke, which 
latteris L-shaped and has one end e' pointed 
and Screw-threaded and screwed into a thread 
ed aperture g, said pointed end extending be 
yond the aperture to serve as a marker for 
centering the can. The other end e of the 
hook enters the can through the aperture and 
serves to hold the device against displace 
ment while in the act of opening the can. 
h is a hammer-head, which extends later. 

ally from the device and may be employed 

for driving tacks and small nails. The punch 
may also be used as a screwdriver and tack 
puller. 

Referring now to the cutter, i is a bridge 
integral with the handle and having a square 
aperture i' to receive the shank d" of the cut 
ter, and c' is a slot in one end of the handle 
to receive the cutter-blade d'. The cutter is 
thus capable of an adjustment to or from the 
hook, in order to vary the size of the opening 
to be made in the can-cover, and the adjust 
ment is maintained by a set-screw i, which 
passes through the bridge and bears on the 
shank of the cutter, as shown. The shank of 
the cutter at the blade end is cut away to 
form a shoulder d, which in the operation of 
centering the can engages the edge of the lat 
ter and co-operates with the pointed end e' of 
the hook. The handle is marked into divis 
ions, as shown, whereby the device may be 
used with the movable cutter as a gage for 
different-sized cans. 
The cutter-blade is convex on its outer side, 

and the cutting-edge is half-round in order 
that a clean cut may be made with a mini 
mum of labor. 

Between the bridge portion and the end of 
the handle is a second slot k, which is util, 
ized in the opening of large-sized cans, inas 
much as the cutter can be reversed in posi 
tion and the blade allowed to project through 
the second slot. In this manner the degree 
of adjustment is very large, and one device 
may be employed for opening any sized can. 
The change of position of the cutter may be 
quickly made, as it is merely necessary to 
loosen the thumb-screw, withdraw the shank 
from the bridge-aperture and insert it again 
from the opposite side, and again tighten the 
screw. The slot k may also serve as a con 
venient means for suspending the device on 
a nail when not in use. 
Aside from the efficiency of the device as a 

can-opener the same may be used as a ham 
mer, as a screwdriver, and as a convenient 
device for drawing tacks and the like. The 
feature of adjustability also renders the em 
ployment of different-sized devices for differ 
ent-sized cans unnecessary. 
The device as a whole is neat, compact, and 

having few parts is not liable to disorder. 
I claim as my invention 
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1. In a can opener, the combination of a 
hook portion, a handle provided with two 
slots, a cutter holder between the slots, and a 
reversible cutter having a shank adapted to 
be adjustably secured in said holder at either 
side thereof. 

2. In a can opener of the class described, a 
handle having two slots and a bridge between 
the slots, having an aperture and a set screw, 
a cutter having a shank adapted to be passed 
through said aperture from either end, and a 
blade to project through either slot, and a 
hook in one end of the handle. 

3. In a can opener of the class described, 
the combination with a handie having a slot, 
and a threaded aperture, a hook having a 
pointed end projecting beyond said aperture, 
and an adjustable cutter having a shoulder, 
and operating in connection with said pointed 
end substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 
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4. In a can opener the combination of a 
handle having divisional marks thereon, an 
adjustable cutter having a shoulder, a set 
screw for said cutter, and a point or marker 
operating with said adjustable shoulder for 
the purpose set forth. 

5. A combined tool comprising a handle 
having at one end a punch, a hammer head, 
an aperture and a slot, and at its other end a 
second slot and a bridge between the slots 
having a set Screw, a reversible cutter adjust 
ably secured in said bridge and having a 
blade extending through either slot, and a 
hook portion engaging the aperture, all as 
set forth. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
JOSEPH GLOWER. 

Witnesses: 
DAVID PATON, 
WILLIAM SHAW. 
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