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Patented July 21, 1964 

3,4,535 
SUTCASE 

Earl F. Sami Eton, Columbus, Ind., assignior to Hamilton 
Cosco, Inc., CouBRM:n baas, Ind., a corporation of in diara 

Fäed Sept. 27, 1962, Ser. No. 226,649 
17 Clains. (Ci. 1909-41) 

This invention relates to a suitcase, and has for its ob 
jects the provision of a suitcase which will be of attractive 
appearance, which can support garments therein on 
hangers, which can be fully opened into a self-supporting 
position, which can releasably support an inner Suitcase, 
and which will be light in weight yet prove sturdy and 
durable in use. 

According to the preferred form of my invention, there 
is provided an outer case comprising a shell having a 
back panel connected to three interconnected upstanding 
side walls. The shell is swingably connected to a hinge 
panel swingable between an open position generally co 
planar with the bottom panel and a closed position nor 
mal to said back panel and engaging the ends of a pair 
of said side walls. A lid is swingably interconnected to 
said hinge panel for swinging movement with and with 
respect to said hinge panel between an open position 
generally coplanar with the back panel and a closed posi 
tion overlying said back panel and engaging the side wall 
edges remote from said back panel. 

Conveniently, mounting means are provided on the 
inner faces of a pair of said side walls for releasably re 
taining an inner case within said outer case in spaced 
relationship to said back panel and lid when said lid and 
hinge panel are in their closed position. Said inner case 
comprises a shell having a back panel and four upstanding 
side walls rigidly connected thereto. A lid is swingably 
interconnected to one of said side walls for a swinging 
movement between an open position generally normal to 
the shell back panel and a closed position overlying said 
back panel and engaging the side wall edges remote from 
said back panel. 
A generally U-shaped standard is swingably intercon 

nected at its ends to the lid and one of the outer case side 
walls. The bight of said standard comprises a plurality 
of telescoping and pivotally interconnected sections which 
permit said standard to be moved from a retracted posi 
tion in which it is carried within said case adjacent one 
of the outer case side walls and an extended position 
extending the length of the outer case when said case is 
in its open position. In its extended position, the stand 
ard projects outwardly from the outer case with one of 
its ends engaging the floor for thus retaining said outer 
case in an upright fully opened position. A plurality of 
hangers are mounted on the upper end of said standard 
and are adapted to hold a plurality of garments thereon 
in a free hanging position when said case is open and the 
standard is in its extended position and in a position 
folded over the inner case when said standard is in its 
retracted position and the outer case is in its closed po 
sition. 

Other objects and features of my invention will be 
come apparent from the more detailed description which 
follows and from the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a suitcase embodying my 
invention and showing said suitcase in its fully open po 
sition; 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary enlarged front elevation of the 
suitcase shown in FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a vertical section taken on the line 3-3 of 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the standard-outer 
case interconnection; 
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FIG. 5 is an enlarged vertical section of an upper por 

tion of the standard; 
FIG. 6 is a vertical section taken on the line 6-6 of 

FIG. 2; 
FIG. 7 is a horizontal section taken on the line 7-7 

of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 8 is an isometric view of the inner case, and show 

ing the same in open position; 
FIG. 9 is a vertical section through the inner case 

shown in FIG. 8: 
FIG. 10 is a horizontal section taken on the line 10-10 

of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 11 is an enlarged vertical section taken on the 

line 1-15 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 12 is a vertical section taken on the line 12-12 

of FIG. 2, but showing the outer case and standard in 
their closed and retracted positions, respectively; and 
FIG. 13 is a horizontal section taken on the line 13-13 

of FIG. 3. 
My invention comprises an outer case adapted to house 

an inner case and provided with case-supporting stand 
ard. Both the outer and inner cases may be packed with 
garments such as skirts, ties, etc. which may be compactly 
folded without excessive wrinkling. The standard is 
adapted to carry a plurality of hangers upon which gar 
ments such as suits, dresses, etc., which are more suscepti 
ble to wrinkling when they are folded may be hung. The 
standard supports such garments within the outer case in 
positions such that they are folded over the inner case 
when the outer case is closed to provide smooth folds 
in said garments to obviate any excessive wrinkling 
therein. 
As illustrated in the drawings, the outer case comprises 

a shell 5 having three interconnected side walls formed 
from a generally U-shaped metal panel 16 having its lon 
gitudinal edges bent outwardly, as at 17 and 8. A U 
shaped molding strip 29 has an elongated generally 
C-shaped channel 22 formed along one of its edges and 
said channel is bindingly crimped over the panel edge 17. 
The opposite edge of the molding strip 20 is provided 
with an upwardly projecting knife edge 24 extending the 
length of the shell side walls. The opposite longitudinally 
extending panel edge 8 is connected to a second gen 
erally U-shaped molding strip 26 having a longitudinally 
extending generally L-shaped channel 28 bindingly 
crimped over the edge 18. As shown in FIG. 3, the end 
of the molding strip 26 opposite the channel 28 also de 
fines a longitudinal extending channel 29 normal to the 
channel 28 in which the edge of a fabric sheet 30 is re 
ceived, the portions of said sheet within the extent of the 
shell 15 constituting the shell back panel. The peripheral 
edge of the sheet 30 is hemmed, as at 32, around a stiffen 
ing member 34, and said hem and member are inserted 
in the molding channel 29. To bindingly retain said hem 
and stiffening member in the channel 29, a resilient gasket 
36 is carried in said channel between one face thereof 
and the hem 32, said gasket having an outwardly pro 
jecting bead 37 received in a mating recess formed in 
the face of the adjacent channel leg. The ends of the 
molding strips 20 and 26 are beveled adjacent the ends 
of the panel 16, and a pair of molding strips 40 are 
mounted on the ends of the panel 6. The ends of mold 
ing strips 40 are also beveled to form miter joints 41 with 
the beveled ends of the molding strips 20 and 26. Each 
of the molding strips 40 has a cross-sectional configura 
tion like that of the molding strip 20 to thus provide 
each of said molding strips 40 with a channel 42 bind 
ingly crimped over the adjacent end of the panel 16 and 
with a longitudinal knife edge projection 43. Con 
veniently, a pair of triangular braces 44 and 45 are carried 
against the panel 16 adjacent each of its ends. Outward 
ly bent lips 46 are formed along a pair of the edges of 



3,141,535 
3 

each brace with the lips 46 on the braces 44 bindingly 
retained in the molding channels 22 and 42 and the lips 
46 on the braces 45 bindingly retained in the molding 
channels 29 and 42. 
As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the beveled ends of the 

molding strip 26 project outwardly beyond the molding 
strips 40 and are swingably connected to a pair of mold 
ing strips 48 forming the ends of a hinge panel 50. The 
opposed ends of the molding strips 48 are beveled, as 
at 52, with the ends of said strips adjacent the ends of 
the molding strip 26 being connected thereto by a trans 
versely extending hinge plate 54 comprising an arcuate 
central web 56 interconnecting a pair of beads 58 and 
59. The bead 58 is rotatably carried in a pair of trans 
versely aligned openings 60 formed in the molding strip 
26 adjacent the ends thereof, and the bead 59 is rotatably 
carried in transversely aligned openings 62 formed in the 
molding strips 48. In this manner, the hinge panel 50 
is swingable about the axes of the beads 58 and 59 be 
tween a closed position in which the molding strips 48 
abut the molding strips 469 and an open position in which 
the molding strips 48 may be disposed in generally co 
planar alignment with the molding strips 26. 
As shown in FIG. 13, each of the molding strips 48 is 

provided with an elongated channel 64 adapted to mate 
with the knife edge 43 on the adjacent molding strip 49 
when the hinge panel 50 is moved into its closed position. 
Conveniently, a resilient tubular gasket 66 is mounted in 
each of the channels 64 to form a seal against the knife 
edge 43 on the adjacent molding strip 40 when the hinge 
panel is moved into its closed position. A second chan 
nel 68 is formed in each of the molding strips 48 normal 
to the channel 64 for the reception of the aligned portion 
of the hem 32 and the stiffening member 34 encapsulated 
therein. As with the molding strip 26, a gasket 69 is 
interposed between the hem 32 and one leg of the 
channel 68, with said gasket having a bead 70 received 
in a mating recess formed in said one channel leg for 
bindingly retaining the hem 32 in said channel. 
The hinge panel 50 is swingably interconnected to a lid 

73 comprising a U-shaped molding strip 74 connected 
to the fabric sheet 30. As shown in FIG. 3, the molding 
74 has a cross-sectional configuration like the molding 
Strips 48 and comprises a channel 75 carrying a resilient 
tubular gasket 76 and adapted to be received over the 
knife edge 24 of the molding strip 20 when the outer 
case is in its closed position. A second channel 78 is 
bindingly received over the aligned portion of the hem 
32 and its encapsulated stiffening member 34 with said 
hem being bindingly retained in the channel 78 by a 
U-Shaped resilient gasket 80 interposed between the hem 
32 and one leg of said channel, said gasket having an 
outwardly projecting bead 8 received in a mating recess 
formed in the adjacent leg of the channel 78. 
The ends of the molding 74 are beveled, as at 82, to 

abut the adjacent beveled ends of the molding strips 48 
on the hinge panel 50 when the case is in its closed 
position. The hinge panel 50 and lid 73 are swingably 
interconnected by a transversely extending arcuate hinge 
plate 84 comprising a web 75 interconnecting a pair of 
beads 86 and 87. The bead 86 is rotatably carried in a 
pair of transversely aligned openings 88 formed in the 
molding strips 48, and the bead 87 is rotatably carried 
in a pair of aligned openings 89 formed in the molding 
strip 74 adjacent the ends thereof. In this manner, the 
lid 73 is swingable with the hinge panel 50 about the 
axes of the beads 58 and 59 and is further swingable 
with respect to said hinge panel about the axes of the beads 
86 and 87 between a closed position in which the mold 
ing channel 75 is received over the knife edge 24 of the 
molding strip 20 and an open position in which said lid, 
the hinge panel 50, and the back panel of the shell 15 
formed by the sheet 30 are disposed in coplanar align 
ment with each other. Conveniently, end caps 90 and 
9 are mounted on the ends of the hinge plates 54 and 
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4 
84, as by screws 92, and act in combination with the 
sheet 30 to hide the hinge interconnections between the 
hinge panel 5) and the shell 5 and the lid 73. 
As shown in FIG. 1, a pair of cooperating latches 93 

and keepers 94 of any desired construction may be mount 
ed on the lid 73 and shell 15 for retaining the hinge 
panel 5 and lid 73 in case-closed position. And the 
case is provided with a handle 95 for carrying it about. 
To this end, a pair of transversely spaced sheet-metal 
brackets 96 are mounted on the underside of the hinge 
panel 50. Each of the brackets 96 is provided at its 
opposed ends with hooks 98 which are received over the 
bead 59 and 86 on the hinge plates 54 and 84 for mount 
ing said brackets on the hinge panel. The brackets 96 
cross-brace the hinge panel 50 and are also connected to 
loops 6i mounted on ends of the handle 95 and extend 
ing through the fabric sheet 30 for thus mounting said 
handle on the hinge panel. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the outer case is adapted to carry 

an inner case within it in spaced relation to the walls 
of Said outer case. Said inner case comprises a shell 
E04 formed from generally U-shaped metal panel 106 
bent outwardly along its longitudinally extending edges, 
as at 87 and 3. A generally U-shaped molding strip 
110 having a cross-sectional configuration corresponding 
to molding strip 20 extends around the upper edge of 
the panel 66. As shown in FIG. 9, the molding strip 
it has a longitudinally extending L-shaped channel bind 
ingly crimped over the panel edge 87 and a knife edge 
projection E2 extending the length thereof. 
A Second molding strip 4 also having a U-shaped 

configuration and cross-sectional configuration corre 
sponding to the molding strip 26 extends around the lower 
edge 68 of the panel 106. As shown in FIG. 9, the 
molding strip 4 has a longitudinally extending L-shaped 
channel 15 bindingly crimped over the panel edge 08 
for mounting said molding thereon. A second channel 
1:6 normal to the channel 115 extends the length of 
the molding strip 114 and receives the aligned portion of 
a peripheral hem 118 formed on a fabric sheet 120, the 
hem 318 having a stiffening member 122 encapsulated 
therein. A U-shaped gasket 123 is interposed between 
the hern 118 and one leg of the channel 126, with said 
gasket having a longitudinally extending bead 124 re 
ceived in a mating recess formed in said one channel 
leg for bindingly retaining the hem in said channel. 
The panel 106 and the molding strips 16 and 114 

mounted thereon form three of the side walls of the shell 
$84. The fourth side wall of the shell is formed by a 
pair of molding strips 125 connected to the ends of the 
panel 66 and the hem 118 on the portion of the fabric 
sheet 29 extending between said molding strips. Each 
of the molding strips 125 has a cross-sectional configura 
tion corresponding to the molding strips i4 and is thus 
provided with a generally L-shaped chanel 26 which is 
bindingly crimped over the adjacent outwardly bent end 
27 of the panel 106. Conveniently, as shown in FIG. 

9, a pair of generally triangular braces 28 are bind 
ingly received in the channels 26 of the holding strips 
125 and the panel-receiving channels of the molding 
strips 110 and 14. A pair of edges on each of the 
braces 128 have outwardly directed lips 129 for rigidly 
retaining said braces in a fixed position in the molding 
strips 110, 114, and 25 and thus bracing said molding 
strips against any movement with respect to each other. 

Each of the molding strips 125 is connected to the 
hem 118 of the fabric sheet 129 as by said hem being 
received in a channel 36 normal to the chanel 125 and 
bindingly retained therein by a gasket 32 identical in 
cross-sectional configuration to the gasket 23. The ad 
jacent ends of the molding strips 25 and 10 and 114 
are beveled to form mitered joints 34, and the adjacent 
ends of the molding strips 125 and 114 are further rigidly 
interconnected by a transversely extending plate 36 com 
prising an arcuate web 37 interconnecting a pair of 
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beads 138 and 139 which are bindingly retained in fixed 
positions in aligned openings formed in the molding 
strips 125 and 14 adjacent the ends thereof. 

Each of the molding strips 25 is connected to a lid 
142 formed from a generally U-shaped molding strip. 44 
connected to the aligned portions of the peripheral hem 
118 on the fabric sheet 129. The ends of the molding 
strip 144 are beveled, as at 45, and are swingably con 
nected to the molding strips 25 by a transversely ex 
tending hinge plate 146 comprising an arcuate web 47 
interconnecting a pair of beads 48 and 149 rotatably 
carried in aligned openings formed in the molding strips 
125 and 44 for permitting the lid 142 to swing about the 
axes of the beads 48 and 349 between a case-closed 
position in which the lid molding 44 is received on the 
shell 184 and a case-open position in which said lid is 
generally normal to said shell. 
As shown in FIG. 9, the molding strip 44 has a 

channel 50 extending along one of its longitudinal edges 
and carrying a resilient tubular gasket 52, whereby upon 
movement of the lid 242 into its closed position said 
channel is received over the knife edge 12 on the mold 
ing strip 49 with the gasket 52 sealing the connection 
therebetween. A second channel 543 is formed in the 
molding 142 normal to the channel 158 and is received 
over the hem 258 and the stiffening member 122 car 
ried therein for thus connecting the sheet 26 to the 
molding 344. A U-shaped resilient gasket 56 having 
the same cross-section of configuration as the gaskets 23 
and 132 is interposed between the hem 128 and one 
leg of the channel 54 for bindingly retaining said hern 
in the chaniel 54. The interconnections of the mold 
ing strips 144 and 114 to the molding strips 25 are 
hidden by the sheet 20 and by pairs of end caps 157 ex 
tending over the sheet 428 and mounted on the case by 
screws 159 extending outwardly from the plates 36 and 
146. 

Conveniently, a pair of cooperative latches 58 and 
keepers 50 of any desired construction are mounted 
on the molding strips 140 and 18 for releasably locking 
the inner case in closed position. And as with the outer 
case, the beads 138 and 48 on the plates 36 and 146 
are connected to the hooked ends 162 of a pair of 
brackets 64 extending between said piates. The brackets 
164 are connected to a pair of loops 65 projecting 
through the sheet 29 and connected to a carrying handle 
266. 
As shown in FIGS. 2 and 8, a pair of plates A68 are 

mounted on the opposed sides of the panel 166. Each 
of the plates 68 is provided with a vertically extending 
slot 73, the edges of which are inclined upwardly and 
outwardly, as shown in FIG. 2. The slot 76 in one of 
the plates 168 is receivable over a headed pin 172 
mounted on the inner face of the outer case panel 6. 
And as shown in FIGS. 2 and 7, the slot 70 of the 
other plate 63 is receivable over a headed pin 73 pro 
jecting inwardly from a sheet-metal bracket 74 mounted 
on the opposite inner face of the outer case panel 6, 
as by rivets 75. In this manner, the inner case is sup 
ported within the outer case in spaced relation to the 
walls thereof on the pins 72 and 73 with the inclined 
edges of the slots 178 tending to retain said inner case 
in a fixed position on said pins. However, by lifting 
the inner case to raise the plates 68 off of the pins 72 
and 173, said inner case may be removed from the outer 
case and carried independently thereof. 
One of the advantages of my luggage construction is 

the provision of means for carrying garments therein on 
hangers which permit said garments to be disposed in 
smooth folds over the inner case to prevent them from 
becoming unduly wrinkled. To this end, I mount a stand 
ard within the outer case upon which such garments may 
be supported when the outer case is in both its closed and 
open positions. As shown in FIG. 1, said standard has a 
generally U-shaped configuration and is formed from a 
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6 
plurality of pivotally and telescopically interconnected 
tubular sections. The lower section of the standard has a 
generally L-shape with one of its arms 180 flattened, as at 
18, to clear the bottom of the inner case and swingably 
connected to pivot plate 82 by a rivet 84. The pivot 
plate E82 is provided with a pair of concentric, down 
wardly projecting, annular beads 185 for supporting said 
pivot plate in an elevated position above a reinforcing 
plate 186 mounted on the web portion of the outer case 
panel 6. As shown in FIG. 4, the reinforcing plate 186 
is connected to the panel 6 by the rivet 184 and by a 
plurality of rivets 88, one of the rivets 188 also extend 
ing through the pivot plate 82. The reinforcing plate 
186 has a plurality of stiffening beads 190 and a pair of 
laterally spaced upwardly projecting blisters 92 engage 
able with the lower face of the arm 80 when the stand 
ard is in its retracted position for releasably retaining the 
standard in such retracted position. 
The arm 380 is normal to and continuous with an up 

wardly extending arm 193 having its end remote from 
the arm 80 flattened, as at 94, and pivotally connected 
by a pin 95 to the flattened end 196 of a second standard 
section 97. The arm and section ends 94 and 196 are 
flattened so as to permit section 97 to swing in a single 
plane about the pin 195 through an arc of 180 degrees 
between a retracted position in which it is generally paral 
lel with the arm 93 and an extended position in which 
it projects upwardly from said arm. The opposite end 
of the section 97 is telescopically interconnected to the 
arm 93 of a generally ill-shaped upper standard section. 
As shown in FEG. 5, the arm i98 is received in the section 
597 and is releasably locked in the desired position therein 
by a spring 99 carried in the arm 198 and provided with 
a detent 200 at one of its ends adapted to project through 
openings 201 formed in said arm and the section 97. 
The arm 98 is continuous with and normal to an arin 

202 swingably interconnected to the outer case lid 73. 
Such interconnection is provided by a generally T-shaped 
hanger comprising a cross-bar 204 riveted to the inner 
face of the lid molding 74, as at 295. The cross bar 204 
is connected to an outwardly extending leg 206 having a 
sleeve-type clip 207 rigidly mounted thereon to which the 
arm 202 is swingably connected by a pivot pin 208. The 
clip 287 is provided with an axially extending slot 209 
which permits the arm 202 to be swung from a retracted 
position in which it is disposed in the plane of the 1molding 
74 and in extended position in which it is generally normal 
to the plane of said molding. The inherent resiliency of 
the clip 267 causes the edges of the slot 269 to be Snapped 
around said arm 262 when said arm is in its extended 
position shown in FIG. 1 for releasably locking the stand 
ard in its extended position. 
To move the standard to its retracted position, the 

arms 88 and 262 are swung about their respective pivot 
pins 184 and 208 until the bight of said standard lies im 
mediately adjacent the fabric sheet 39 along one side of 
the case. In such retracted position, the arm 93 is in 
terposed between the shell panel 6 and the clip 174 and 
releasably retained in such retracted position by the spring 
action of said clip. The outer case may then be collapsed 
by releasing the detent 200 from the openings 201 in the 
stretch E97, and arm i98 to permit said arm to telescope 
downwardly into said stretch. As the hinge panel 50 and 
lid 73 are then folded into case-closed positions about the 
axes of the beads 58, 59, 36 and 87, the standard will 
pivot about the pin 195 into a fully retracted position 
with the stretch 97 being received between the panel 16 
and clip 174 and the arms 202 and 180 being disposed in 
parallelism along the bottom of the case between the 
pivot plate 182 and the side wall upon which the clip is 
mounted. The standard is releasably retained in Such re 
tracted position by the clip 174 engaging the arm 193 
and by the blisters 92 engaging the arm 180. 
To extend the standard, the hinge panel 50 and lid 73 

are swung outwardly into their fully opened positions in 
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which they are generally coplanar with the shell molding 
26 and back panel of the shell 5 formed by the portion 
of the sheet 36 connected to said molding. During such 
Swinging movement, the standard will pivot about the pin 
i95 and the arm 98 will telescope outwardly with respect 
to the stretch 197 until the bight of said standard is in its 
fully extended position, the detent 200 locking said bight 
in such extended position. The standard may then be 
swung outwardly about the axes of the pins 134 and 288 
into a position in which it is generally normal to the plane 
of the extended fabric sheet 36. During such outward 
swinging movement of the standard, the arm. 292 will be 
swung into the sleeve clip 267 through slot 2059 and re 
leasably retained in said clip by its inherent resiliency. 
The standard has length when it is extended correspond 
ing to the combined length of the shell is, hinge paneli 
50 and lid 73, so that in its fully extended position the 
standard arm 89 projects outwardly from the shell 15 
into a floor-engaging position to thus form a stable Sup 
port for maintaining the case in its fully extended upright 
position shown in F.G. 1. 
A plurality of garment-supporting hangers are mounted 

on the standard, and to this end, each of said hangers is 
carried from the standard arm. 292 by a ring 2:0 slidably 
received on said arm and connected to a fiexible strap 
212 having a headed stud 254 projecting outwardly there 
from. As shown in FIG. 1, the straps 2 2 are of gradu 
ated lengths with the shorter lengths being disposed ad 
jacen the sleeve 207 so that the hangers adjacent the 
standard bight are located at a greater distance from the 
arm 202 that the hangers adjacent the sleeve 267. Con 
veniently, to prevent the rings 248 from sliding off of the 
arm 282, said arm is provided with an outwardly project 
ing pin 216 adjacent its interconnection with the arm 198. 

Each of the hangers illustrated in the drawings con 
prises a stirrup 218 hung over one of the studs 214. The 
stirrup supports a cross rod 220 and an arcuate rod 222 
having loops 224 formed on each of its ends. To hang a 
man's suit on one of the hangers, the cuffs of the pants 
are laid over the rod 220 and the associated rod 222 is 
then sprung upwardly over the rod 220 and the pants cuffs 
laid thereover for releasably retaining said cuffs on the 
rod 220. The loops 224 prevent the rod 222 from slid 
ing off of the rod 220 to insure that the rod 222 bindingly 
retains said cuffs against the rod 228. After the pants 
are placed on the hanger, the coat of the Suit may then 
be hung over the overlapping rods 220 and 222. 

In packing the outer case, the garments are hung on 
the hangers, and the hangers are then moved rearwardly 
toward the clip 207 so that said garments hang down 
wardly between the inner case and the portion of the 
sheet 30 disposed within the extent of the shell 15, said 
inner case retaining the garments in a relatively fixed 
position with respect to the outer case. The outer case 
and the standard are folded into closed position in the 
manner previously described; and, as the standard is 
swung about the axis of the pins i84 and 208, the rings 
210 and the straps 212 will move and twist relative to the 
standard arm 202 to thus retain the hangers in a trans 
versely extending orientation with the garments carried 
thereon still remaining in the plane of the Space between 
the inner case and sheet 30. As the outer case is folded 
to its closed position, the garments carried on the hangers 
will be folded over the upwardly presented face of the 
inner case, with said inner case providing a relatively 
broad surface over which said garments are smoothly 
folded. The graduated length of the straps 212 permits 
all of said garments to be folded over said inner case 
without bunching said garments together and thus creating 
excessive wrinkling. With the standard in its fully ex 
tended position as shown in F.G. 1, the garments Sup 
ported on the hangers will be hung in a vertically extend 
ing position for ready access. 

I claim: 
1. In a Suitcase, 
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(a) a shell comprising a back panel and three up 
standing side walls, 

(b) a hinge panel swingably connected to said shell 
and swingable between an open position generally 
coplanar with said back panel and a closed position 
generally normal thereto and engaging the ends of a 
pair of said side walls, 

(c) a lid swingably connected to said hinge panel and 
swingable with and with respect to said hinge panel 
between an open position generally coplanar with 
said back panel and a closed position overlying said 
back panel and engaging said side walls, 

(d) a generally U-shaped standard Swingably inter 
connected at its ends to said shell and lid and pro 
vided with telescoping and pivotal joints along its 
bight for movement between a retracted position in 
which its ends are disposed adjacent one shell side 
wall and its bight is disposed adjacent one of Said 
side waiis and an extended position in which it has a 
U-shaped configuration projecting outwardly from 
said shell generally normal to the plane of Said back 
panel, and 

(e) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position. 

2. The invention as set forth in claim 1 with the addi 
tion that 

(a) said standard has a length in its extended position 
corresponding to the combined length of Said shell, 
hinge panel, and lid, and 

(b) means releasably locking said standard in ex 
tended position whereby said standard will releasably 
retain said lid and hinge panel in open position. 

3. The invention as set forth in claim 1 in which 
(a) the ends of said standard are disposed in generally 

horizontal parallel relationship when said standard 
is in its extended position, 

(b) the standard end interconnected to said shell pro 
jecting outwardly therefrom in extended position to 
form a ground-engaging foot for Supporting the suit 
case in an upright open position, and 

(c) hanger means carried on the standard eind inter 
connected to said lid for Supporting a plurality of 
garments thereon. 

4. In a suitcase, 
(a) a shell comprising a back panel and three up 

standing side walls, 
(b) a hinge panel swingably connected to said shell 
and swingable between an open position generally 
coplanar with said back panel and a closed position 
generally normal thereto and engaging the ends of a 
pair of said side walls, 

(c) a lid swingably connected to said hinge panel and 
swingable with and with respect to said hinge panel 
between an open position generally coplanar with 
said back panel and a closed position overlying said 
back panel and engaging said side Walls, 

(d) a generally T-shaped member mounted on said 
lid and projecting inwardly from the lid edge remote 
from said hinge panel, 

(e) a pivot plate mounted on the shell side Wall re 
mote from said hinge panel, 

(f) a generally U-shaped standard swingably inter 
connected at one of its ends to said T-shaped member 
and at its opposite end to said pivot plate and pro 
vided with telescoping and pivotal joints along its 
bight for movement between a retracted position in 
which its ends are disposed adjacent one shell side 
wall and its bight is disposed adjacent one of said 
side walls and an extended position in which it has 
a U-shaped configuration projecting outwardly from 
said shell generally normal to the plane of said back 
panel, and 

(g) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position. 
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5. The invention as set forth in claim 4 with the addi 
tion that 

(a) a sleeve having a locking slot formed therein is 
mounted on said T-shaped member and said one end 
of said standard is swingably connected to said sleeve, 
said one standard end being lockingly receivable in 
said sleeve for releasably locking said standard in ex 
tended position. 

th 6. The invention as set forth in claim 4 with the addition 
at 
(a) said pivot plate is mounted on a reinforcing plate 
mounted on said shell side wall remote from the 
hinge panel, and 

(b) said reinforcing plate is provided with locking 
means engageable with said opposite end of said 
standard for releasably locking said standard in re 
tracted position. 

7. The invention as set forth in claim 1 in which said 
standard comprises, 

(a) a first generally L-shaped member having one of 
its ends Swingably interconnected to said lid and its 
opposite end telescopically connected to one end of 
an intermediate member, and 

(b) a second generally L-shaped member having one of 
its ends swingably interconnected to said shell and 
its opposite end swingably interconnected to the end 
of said intermediate member remote from said first 
generally L-shaped member. 

8. In a suitcase, 
(a) a shell comprising a generally U-shaped metal 

panel forming three upstanding side walls of said 
shell, 

(b) first and second generally U-shaped molding strips 
rigidly mounted on the opposed longitudinal edges 
of said panel, 

(c) a hinge panel having a pair of laterally spaced third 
molding strips, 

(d) first hinge means swingably connected to said first 
and third molding strips for swinging movement of 
said hinge panel between an open position in which 
said first and third molding strips are generally co 
planar and a closed position in which said third 
molding strips abut the ends of said shell side walls, 

(e) a lid having a fourth generally U-shaped molding 
strip, 

(f) second hinge means swingably connected to said 
third and fourth molding strips for swinging move 
ment of said lid between an open position in which 
said first, third, and fourth molding strips are gen 
erally coplanar and a closed position in which said 
fourth molding strip is disposed on said second mold 
ing strip, 

(g) a flexible sheet having marginal edges connected to 
said first, third, and fourth molding strips, 

(h) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position, 

(i) each of said third and fourth molding strips having 
a pair of channels generally normal to each other, 

(j) one of said channels on each of said third molding 
strips having an aligned portion of the marginal edge 
of said sheet carried therein and the other channel 
on each of said third molding strips being received 
over the end of one of said shell side walls when 
said hinge panel is in closed position, and 

(k) one of said channels on said fourth molding strip 
having an aligned portion of the marginal edge of 
said sheet carried therein and the other channel in 
said fourth molding strip being received over said 
second molding strip when said lid is in closed posi 
tion. 

9. The invention as set forth in claim 8 in which 
(a) a plurality of gaskets are mounted in said other 
channels on said third and fourth molding strips to 
form seals between said hinge panel and shell and 
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said lid and shell, respectively, when the case is 
closed. 

10. In a suitcase, 
(a) a shell comprising a generally U-shaped metal panel 
forming three upstanding side walls of said shell, 

(b) first and second generally U-shaped molding strips 
rigidly mounted on the opposed longitudinal edges 
of said panel, 

(c) a hinge panel having a pair of laterally spaced third 
molding strips, 

(d) first hinge means swingably connected to said first 
and third molding strips for swinging movement of 
said hinge panel between an open position in which 
said first and third molding strips are generally co 
planar and a closed position in which said third 
molding strips abut the ends of said shell side walls, 

(e) a lid having a fourth generally U-shaped molding 
strip, 

(f) second hinge means swingably connected to said 
third and fourth molding strips for swinging move 
ment of said lid between an open position in which 
said first, third and fourth molding strips are gen 
erally coplanar and a closed position in which said 
fourth molding strip is disposed on said second mold 
ing strip, 

(g) a flexible sheet having marginal edges connected to 
said first, third, and fourth molding strips, 

(h) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position, ? 

(i) a marginal hem carrying a stiffening member extend 
ing around the periphery of said sheet and received in 
channels formed in said first, third, and fourth mold 
ing strips, and 

(i) gasket means carried in said channels and bindingly 
retaining said hem therein. 

11. In a suitcase, 
(a) a first case having a shell comprising a back panel 

and three upstanding side walls, 
(b) a hinge panel swingably connected to said shell and 

swingable between an open position generally co 
planar with said back panel and a closed position gen 
erally normal thereto and engaging the ends of a pair 
of said side walls, 

(c) a lid swingably connected to said hinge panel and 
swingable with and with respect to said hinge panel 
between an open position generally coplanar with 
said back panel and a closed position overlying said 
back panel and engaging said side walls, 

(d) a second case removably carried in said first case 
in spaced relation to said shell, hinge panel, and lid, 

(e) a generally U-shaped standard Swingably inter 
connected at its ends to said shell and lid and provided 
with telescoping and pivotal joints along its bight for 
movement between a retracted position in which its 
ends are disposed adjacent one shell side Wall and its 
bight is disposed adjacent one of said side walls and 
an extended position in which it has a U-shaped con 
figuration projecting outwardly from said shell gen 
erally normal to the plane of said back panel, 

(f) a plurality of hangers slidably carried on the end 
of said standard connected to said lid for supporting 
garments thereon, and 

(g) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position. 

12. The invention as set forth in claim 11 in which 
(a) said hangers are supported from said standard on 

a plurality of flexible straps, the straps adjacent the 
standard bight being longer than the straps adjacent 
the lid and standard interconnection. 

13. The invention as set forth in claim 11 in which 
(a) said second case is carried in said first case on 
mounting means mounted on the opposed inner faces 
of a pair of said side walls, and 

(b) the bight of said standard is interposed between 



3,141,535 

one end of said second case and one of said pair of 
side walls when said standard is in its retracted posi 
tion. 

14. The invention as set forth in claim 13 with the addi 
tion that 

(a) the mounting means on said one of said pair of 
side walls is provided with a spring clip for releas 
ably retaining said standard bight in retracted posi 
tion. 

15. In a suitcase, 
(a) a shell comprising a generally U-shaped rigid panel 
forming three upstanding side walls, 

(b) first and second generally U-shaped molding strips 
rigidly mounted on the opposed longitudinal edges of 
said panel, 

(c) a pair of third molding strips at the ends of a pair 
of said side walls, 

(d) a first transversely extending plate interconnecting 
said first and third molding strips, 

(e) a lid having a fourth generally U-shaped molding 
strip, 

(f) a second transversely extending plate swingably 
interconnecting said third and fourth molding strips 
for Swinging movement of said lid from an open 
position to a closed position in which said fourth 
molding strip is disposed on said second molding strip, 

(g) a flexible sheet having its marginal edges connect 
ed to said first, third, and fourth molding strips, 

(h) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position, 

(i) a pair of transversely spaced brackets mounted on 
the adjacent ends of said first and second transversely 
extending plates, and 

(i) a carrying handle operatively interconnected to 
said pair of brackets. 

16. The invention as set forth in claim 15 in which 
(a) a pair of fifth molding strips are mounted on the 
ends of said panel for the reception of said third mold 
ing strips upon closing of the lid, 

(b) said first, second, and fifth molding strips have 
channels bindingly crimped over the edges of said 
panel, and 
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(c) pairs of braces having outwardly projecting lips 

are disposed at the ends of said panel, one brace in 
each pair having its lips bindingly crimped in the 
channels in said second and fifth molding strips and 
the other brace in each pair having its lips bindingly 
crimped in the channels in said first and fifth chan 
nels. 

17. In a suitcase, 
(a) a shell comprising a generally U-shaped metal panel 
forming three upstanding side walls of said shell, 

(b) first and second generally U-shaped molding strips 
rigidly mounted on the opposed longitudinal edges of 
said panel, 

(c) a hinge panel having a pair of laterally spaced third 
molding strips, 

(d) first hinge means comprising a transversely extend 
ing web interconnecting a pair of beads rotatably 
carried in aligned openings formed in said first and 
third molding strips for swinging movement of said 
hinge panel between an open position in which said 
first and third molding strips are generally coplanar 
and a closed position in which said third molding 
strips abut the ends of said side walls, 

(e) a lid having a fourth generally U-shaped molding 
strip, 

(f) Second hinge means comprising a transversely ex 
tending web interconnecting pairs of beads rotatably 
carried in aligned openings formed in said third and 
fourth molding strips for swinging movement of said 
lid between an open position in which said first, third, 
and fourth molding strips are generally coplanar 
and a closed position in which said fourth molding 
strip is disposed on said second molding strip, 

(g) a flexible sheet having marginal edges connected to 
said first, third, and fourth molding strips, and 

(h) means for releasably locking said lid and hinge 
panel in closed position. 
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