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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a continuous casting method in
which a melt obtained by melting titanium or a titanium al-
loy is poured into a bottomless mold and is drawn down-
ward while being solidified, wherein: the surface of the melt
in the mold (2) is heated by horizontally moving a plasma
torch (7) over the surface of the melt; thermocouples (21)
are provided at a plurality of locations along the circumfer-
ential direction of the mold (2); if the temperature of the
mold (2) measured by one of the thermocouples (21) is
lower than a target temperature, then the output of the
plasma torch (7) is increased when the plasma torch (7)
comes close to the location where that thermocouple (21) is
installed; and if said temperature is higher than the target
temperature, then the output of the plasma torch (7) is de-
creased when the plasma torch (7) comes close to the loca-
tion where that thermocouple (21) is installed. Thus, it is
possible to cast an ingot having an excellent casting-surface
state.
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