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This invention relates to clothesline reels and 
more particularly to a reel for supporting a 
clothesline when not in use and for tightening the 
clothesline when in use. 

It is among the objects of the invention to pro 
vide an improved clothesline reel on which the 
clothesline can be Wound for storage when not in 
use and which can be used to stretch the line 
When the latter is in use; which includes a 
bracket adapted to be permanently mounted on 
a supporting structure, such as a post, and a spool 
that can be removed from the bracket with the 
clothesline wound thereon, which is easy to oper 
ate to wind or tighten the associated clothesline; 
and which is simple and durable in construction, 
economical to manufacture, easy to install, and 
neat and attractive in appearance. 
... Other objects and advantages will become ap 
parent from a consideration of the following de 
scription and the appended claims in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a clothesline reel 
illustrative of the invention; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the reel 
illustrated in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a side elevational view of the reel; 
and , 
Figure 4 is a cross sectional view on an enlarged 

scale on the line 4-4 of Figure 2. 
With continued reference to the drawing, the 

reel comprises a rectangular U-shaped bracket, 
generally indicated at 10, and a spool of cylindri 
cal shape, generally indicated at , rotatably 
mounted on the bracket 0. The bracket 0 has 
spaced apart and substantially parallel legs 2 
and 3 of elongated, rectangular cross Sectional 
shape coterminously arranged and a bight or in 
termediate portion 4 also of elongated, rectangu 
lar cross sectional shape extending between and 
interconnecting the legs 2 and 3 at One end of 
the bracket. The legs are so disposed that their 
major cross sectional dimension extends trans 
versely of the intermediate portion 4 and this 
portion is provided with spaced apart apertures 
receiving fasteners, such as the bolts 5, which 
secure the bracket to a fixed Support, Such as 
the post 6, to extend perpendicularly from one 
side of the post with the top edges of the legs and 
the intermediate portion of the bracket Substan 
tially horizontally disposed. 
The legs 2 and 3 are provided intermediate 

their lengths with notches 7 and 8 respectively 
which extend from the top edges of the legs in 
wardly of the corresponding legs and are inclined 
in a direction away from the intermediate portion 
4. These notches have spaced apart and sub 

stantially parallel side edges and rounded inner 
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2 
ends of substantially semi-circular shape, as 
shown in Figure 3. 
The spool is shown as a length of tubing of 

cylindrical shape and of a length greater than 
the distance between the legs 2 and 3 of the 
bracket. This spool is received in the notches T. 
and f8 and extends at its ends beyond the outer 
sides of the bracket legs 2 and 3 and can be 
lifted out of the notches for removal from the 
bracket when desired. 
The spool has apertures extending diametri 

cally therethrough and disposed one at the outer 
side of each of the bracket legs, one at the inner 
side of each of the bracket legs, One substan 
tially midway between the bracket legs and one 
between the last-mentioned aperture and one of 
the bracket legs and adapted to receive one end 
of an associated clothesline 20 Wound on the spool 

. The apertures at the outer and inner side of 
each of the bracket legs are disposed substantially 
at right angles to each other and rods 2 and 22 
extend through the apertures at the outer sides 
of the bracket legs while corresponding rods 23 
and 24 extend through the apertures at the inner 
sides of the bracket legs 2 and 3 respectively. 
The rods are fixed in Substantially centered re 
lationship relative to the spool f and the rods 
2 and 22 have their longitudinal center lines 
Substantially in a common plane which also in 
cludes the longitudinal center line of the spool f f 
While the rods 23 and 24 have their center lines 
substantially in a common plane which also in 
cludes the longitudinal center line of the spool 

and is substantially perpendicular to the plane 
including the center lines of the rods 2 ? and 22. 
An elongated handle 25 of rod-like shape ex 

tends slidably through the aperture in the spool 
fi disposed substantially midway between the 
bracket legs and has enlargements 26 and 27 at 
its respectively. opposite ends to restrain it from 
slipping entirely out of the spool. - 
A rod or bolt 28 extends between the bracket 

legs 2 and 3 between the spool if and the inter 
mediate portion 4 of the bracket but nearer the 
bracket intermediate portion than the spool and 
is secured to the legs by extending through aper 
tures in the legs. This bolt has a head 29 on one 
end and a nut 30 threaded on its other end, the 
head and the nut being at the outer sides of the 
corresponding bracket legs. 
The handle or lock bolt 25 engages with the 

transverse rod or bolt 28, as illustrated in Fig 
lure 1, to hold the spool against rotation rela 
tive to the bracket. 
A pin 3 is secured in and projects radially 

from the spool adjacent one end of the latter 
to provide a means for easily turning the spool 
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to wind the clothesline thereon. The pin 3 may 
be grasped by a wrench or other suitable tool to 
facilitate turning the spool f, if necessary or, 
the spool may be provided at its ends with Suit 
able formations which can be engaged by a 
wrench or which may be used to receive a suit 
able Crank. 
The invention may be embodied in other: Spe 

cific forms without departing from the spirit or 
essential characteristics thereof. The present. 
embodinent is, therefore, to be considered in all 
respects as illustrative and not restrictive, the 

5 

scope of the invention being indicated by the 
appended claims rather than by the foregoing 
description, and all changes which, come: with 
in the meaning and range of equivalency of the 
claims are, therefore, intended to be embraced 
therein. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A clothesline reel comprising: a U-shaped 

bracket having spaced apart legs of elongated 
rectangular Cross Sectional shape, and an inter 
mediate portion interconnecting said legs at one 
end of the bracket and provided with apertures 
to receive Screw fasteners for attaching said 
bracket to... a supporting structure, each of Said 
legs having a notch extending trail Sversely there 
of from the longitudinal edge thereof at one side 
of said bracket with said notches similarly in 
clined in a direction away fl'On said intermediate 
portion and said one side of said bracket and 
each of said notches having Substantially paral 
lel side edges and a rounded inner end, a Spool 
of cylindrical shape extending transversely of 
the space-between said bracket legs and ceceived 
in said notches, said Spool having diametrically 
disposed apertures therein disposed one at the 
outer side of each bracket leg, One at the inner 
side of each bracket leg, one Substantially mid 
way between said bracket legs and one between 
the last-ninentioned aperture and One of Said 
bracket legs and adapted to receive one end of 
a clothesline, the apertures at the inner and Outei' 
sides of each bracket leg being disposed Substan 
tially at right angles to each other, rods extend 
ing one through each of said apertures at the: 
inner and outer sides of Said bracket legs and 
fixed in substantially centered relationship rela 
tive to said spool, an elongated handle extend 
ing slidably through the aperture disposed sub- 5 
stantially midway between said bracket legs, and 
a rod extending between and Secured to Said 
bracket legs between said spool and S2id inter 
mediate portion of the bracket for engaging Said 
handie and holding said spool against rotation 
relative to said bracket. 

2. A clothesline reel comprising a U-shaped 
bracket having spaced apart legs of elongated 
rectangular cross sectional shape and an inter 
mediate portion interconnecting said legs at One 
end of the bracket and provided with apertures 
to receive screw fasteners for attaching Said 
bracket to a supporting structure, each of Said 
legs having a notch extending transversely there 
of from the longitudinal edge thereof at One side 
of said blacket with said notches Similarly in 
clined in a direction away from said intermediate 
portion and said one side of said bracket, a Spool 
of cylindrical shape extending transversely of 
the space between said bracket legs- and received 
in said notches, said spool having diametrically 
disposed apertures therein disposed one at the 
outer side of each bracket leg, one at the inner 
side of each bracket leg, one Substantially mid 
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4. 
way between said bracket legs and one between 
the last-mentioned aperture and one of said 
bracket legs and adapted to receive one end of 
a clothesline, the apertures at the inner and Outer 
sides of each bracket leg being disposed sub 
stantially at right angles to each other, rods ex 
tending one through each of said apertures at 
the inner and outer sides of said bracket legs 
and fixed in substantially centered relationship 
relative to Said Spool, an elongated handle ex 
tending slidably through the aperture disposed 
Substantially midway between said bracket legs, 
a rod extending between and secured to said 
bracket legs between said spool and said inter 
mediate portion of the bracket for engaging said 
handle and holding said spool against rotation 
relative to Said bracket, and a formation on one 
end of Said Spool for receiving a suitable tool 
for rotating said spool relative: to said bracket. 

3. A clothesline reel comprising a U-shaped 
bracket having. Spaced apart legs of elongated 
rectangular cross Sectional shape and an inter 
mediate:portion interconnecting said legs: at One 
end of the bracket and provided with apertures 
to. receive screw fasteners for attaching said 
bracket to a Supporting structure, each of said 
legs having a notch extending transversely 
thereof from the longitudinal edge, thereof; at 
(22e Side. Of Said, bracket and inclined in a direct 
tion away from said intermediate portion and 
Said. One Side of said bracket, a spool of cylin 
drical shape extending transversely of the space 
between said bracket legs and received in said 
notches, Said Spool having diametrically disposed 
apertures therein disposed one each at the outer 
Side of each bracket leg, one each at the inner 
Side of each bracket leg, one substantially mid 
Way between said bracket legs and one between 
the last-mentioned aperture, and one of said 
bracket legs and adapted to receive one end of 
a clothesline, the apertures at the inner and out 
er Sides of each bracket leg being disposed sub 
Stantially at right angles to each other, rods' ex 
teading. One through each of said apertures at 
the inner and outer sides of said bracket legs 
and fixed' in Substantially centered relationship 
relative to said: Spool, an elongated handle ex 
tending slidably through the aperture- disposed 
Substantially midway between said bracket legs, 
and a rod exteriding between and secured to said: 
bracket legs between said spool and said inter 
Iriediate-portion of the bracket for engaging said 
handle- and holding said spool against rotation 
relative to said bracket, said bracket being of 
rectangular shape with the major cross-sectional 
dinnension of said legs extending transversely of 
Said intermediate portion and said spool com 
prising a tubular body of cylindrical shape hav 
ing a length greater than the distance between 
the Outer sides of said bracket legs. 

MACE. B. LACY. 
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