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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, FRANKW. SEIDL, a citizen of 

the United States, residing at Manitowoc, in the county 
of Manitowoc and State of Wisconsin, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Clasps, of 
which the following is a specification. v 
My invention relates to a clasp, especially adapted fo 

use withneck chains, and it consistsintheconstructions, 
combinations and arrangements herein described and 
claimed. s » 

An object of my invention is to provide an inexpen 
sive and durable form of clasp,which can be conven 
iently closed and opened and which will bepositively 
lockedin closed position. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a 

clasp constructed with efficient reinforcing means for 
preventing opening of the clasp under abnormal strain.“ 

In the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
this application and in which similar reference sym 
bols indicate corresponding parts in the several views: 
Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view, illustrating 
one embodiment of my invention with the two mem 
bers of the clasp disengaged, and Fig. 2 is a transverse 
sectional view through the tubular member 1º and 
the reinforcing ring 5º. . - | 

. In the drawings, I have shown a preferred embodi 
ment, comprising a tubular member 1 provided with 
slots 2, 3, 4 and a reinforcing ring 5, similar to the 
slots 2, 3 and 4 andring 5 shown in Fig. 1. Aplunger 
10, constructed to enter the tubular member 1', is pro 
vided with a radial lug 11 for lockingly engaging the 
slots 2, 3, and 4 of the outer tubular member. The 

F 

plunger 10 is provided with a spindle 12 slidably 
mounted in the bore of a sleeve 13; said bore beingen 
larged throughout a portion ofits length for receiving 
a spring 14 and a head 15 secured to the spindle 12and 
slidably engaging said bore. 
* From the above description, it will beseen that the 
spring 14 is confined between the head 15 and the bot 
tom of the enlarged bore in the sleeve 13; thereby act 
ing to normally maintain the lug 11 in the pocket 4' 
when the two clasp members are locked together. 
Having thus described my invention, what I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 
A clasp comprising a tubular member provided with a 

slot terminating in a pocket, a plunger Constructed to 
snugly fit within said tubular member, a lug carried by 

- said plunger and adapted to enter said slot and seat 
against the bottom. wall of said pocket, a reinforcing ring 
secured about the periphery of said tubular member at a 
slight axial distance from the bottom wall of said pocket, 
whereby pressure of said lug against the bottom wall of 
the pocket will be borne entirely by said tubular member 
without the exertion of any displacing pressure on said 
reinforcing ring, a spindle carried by said plunger, a 
sleeveslidably engaging said spindle and provided with an 
enlarged bore throughout a portion of its length, a head 
secured to said spindle and slidably mounted in the en 
larged bore of said sleeve, and a spring confined in said 
enlarged bore between said sidable head und the bottom 
of said bore, substantially as described. 

. In testimony whereof I afix my signature in presence 
of two witnesses. 

FRANKw. sEIDL. 
Witnesse8 : “ 

FIARvBY ECHTENACHER, 
JoIN CULENFEK. 
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