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(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for handover in a
wireless communication system. A handover indication can
be received from a source base station ( 120) that is connected
with a mobile station (110). The handover indication can in-
clude a random access channel preamble. The random access
channel preamble can include a temporary mobile equipment
identifier. The random access channel preamble can be re-
ceived from the mobile station. A timing advance message
can be sent in response to receiving random access channel
preamble. The timing advance message can be addressed by
the random access channel preamble and a source base sta-
tion identifier. The connection with the mobile station can be
switched from the source base station to a target base station
( 130).
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