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7ba/o/om?mayConCern, -- 
Beit knownthat I,JULTUs FRTTZ,citizen 

ofthe United States,residingat Petaluma, 
inthe countyofSonomaand State ofCali 
fornia,have invented new and useful?m provementsin Egg-Cases,of whichthe fol 
lowingisaspecification? · - 
This invention relates to improvements 

in crates,primarilyintended forthe.ship 
nent ofeggs,andtheobject of_theinyen 
tionistheprovision ofacrate ofthischar 
acter which is extremely simple in COn 
struction and which provides means where 
bythe cover or closure ofthe_crate wilbe 

5securelysustainedthereon withoutthe em 
ployment of hasps and locks or anal9gous 
aevices requiringkeys orgreatexpenditure 
of labor,and whichatthesametime pro vides means whereby the closure may?be 
readiyremoved aftertheCratehas reached 

·its destination andaccessis desired, 
Withtheabove,andother objectsinview 

which will be more apparentasthe natüre ofthe description progresses,theinvention 
resides in the novel construction and ar 
rangement of parts hereinafter fuly de 
scribed and claimed, - 
Inthe accompanyingdrawings.there has beeniustratedasimpleand preferredem 

bodiment oftheimprovementandin which 
drawings? Figure1 isaperspectiveyiew_ofacrate 
constructedin accordance with the present 
invention and showinga.coverin alocked 
position thereon;Fig,2is atop plan view 
of the device,the ends of the Crate being 
shown in section;and Fig,8 is a frag 
mentary view ofthe closureilustratingthe 
lockingwedgeininoperative position… 
In the accompanying drawings the nu 

meral1designatesacrate,Thiscrateis of ordinaryrectangularformationanditsends 
2project asuitable distance abovethesides 
ofthe crate.,Each ofthe_projectingends hasitsinnerfaceformedwithintegral,rec tangulardepressions3,preferablyadjacent 
thelongitudinaledges of saidcrate?The 
depressions upon One of the ends are pref 
erably of greater length than the depres 
sionsuponthe opposite ends,the purpose 
ofwhich will presently besetforth… 
Thenumeral4 designatesatop orclosure 

forthe Crate? 
lar formation and?is of a length slightly 
less than that of the crate,The closure4 
has both ofitsends provided with cleats5 

This closureis of rectangu-| 

and6 and thesaidelosureisformed below 
the Said_cleats with projectingtongues 7 
and8?The tongue 7is of a esserlength than.thet9ngue83ndisadaptedtoengäge 
within?ashalow depression 3upon one of 
the sides of the Crate,while the opposite depressions8are ofagreateglengthändare 
adapted to be inserted within the deeper 
depressions upon the opposite end of the 
Crate? 
whicharethelongertongues ofthe closure, in Oneend;isafattenedbowedspring9,the 
Same haying its opposite extremity pro videdwithanelongatedlockingwedgetank, Whenthe closure4ispositioneduponthe 
Crate_the lockingwedgeisraised to aposi 
tion_illustratedbythe dottedlinesin Fig.1 
of the drawings and the tongues8are?n 
Serted withintheir openings,This alows 
the closure4toliefat uponthetop ofthe Crate?By moving the closure longitudi 
naly the Smaler tongues 7 willéngage 
withintheir openings,thusleavingaspace 
between the Said cleat and the end ofthe 
Crate?Thiswedgeis ofasizesufcient to 
extend slightly above the cleat 5 and the said wedgeundertheinfuenceofthespring 
forces al of the tongues within their de? 
Dressions,The projecting portion of the lockingwedge hasaportion ofitsendwall downwardlyand forwardlyinclined,form 
inga,fnger-hold wherebysaid wedge may 
beraised?whenitis desiredto removethe glosqre4±omthe crate,Whilethespring 
is adaptedto exert the pressuretowardthe 
cleatto whichitisattached,itisalsoadapt 
ed to exert a downward pressure so asto normaly Sustainthelocking wedge against 
one ofthetongues9ftheclosureandtopre 
vent the accidental removal of the wedge 
and closure? 
From the above description,the sim 

plicity Qf,the,devige wiljt_is thought, 
Commenditself tothose skiledin the art towhichsuchinyentionsappertain,it being 
notedthatthe ClOSure constructed asabove 
described can bereadiyappliedto any or 
dinary Crate,the device may be constructed 
at a minimum cost,and while the sameis extremelysimpleitisthoroughly efective 
and performsthe functionsfor whichitis 
adapted withease and accuracy. 
Iclaim? 
The combination with a crate havingre 

Cessedend wals,a portion ofitsendwalls 
extending above the top edges of its side 
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Secured to the cleat 5,adjacent 
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wals,a glosure provided at opposite ends 
with projectingtongues adaptedto engage 
in the recesses in the wals of the Crate, 
cleats Carried by said closure,a bowed ?pringgarrying3toneepdthereofalogk 
ing wedge and havingits other end dis 
posed between one ofthe cleatsandthetop 
of the ClOSure,8aid springextendingtrans 
versey ofthe closureanddisposedbetween? 

the inner longitudinal face of one ofthe10 
cleats,and contacting with the inner face 
ofone oftheextendedendwals ofthecrate? 
Intestimony whereof I afxed signature 

in presence oftwo witnesses? 
JULTUS FRITZ. 

Witgesses: - 

WTLDTAM Fr?z, 
CHAs?MoNALLY? 

Copies of this patent may be obtainedfor fve cents each,byaddressingthe“ Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington,D,C.” - 


