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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Jurros Frirz, citizen
of the United States, residing at Petaluma,
in the county of Sonoma and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented new and useful Tm-
provements in Egg-Cases, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements
in crates, primarily  intended for the ship-
ment of eggs, and the object of the inven-
tion is the provision of a crate of this char-
acter which is extremely simple in con-
struction and which provides means where-
by the cover or closure of the crate will be

5 securely sustained thereon without the em-

ployment of hasps and locks or analogous
devices requiring keys or great expenditure
of labor, and which at the same time pro-
vides means whereby the closure may be
readily removed after the crate has reached

it destination and access is desired.

With the above, and other. objects in view
which will be more apparent as the nature
of the description progresses, the invention
resides in the movel construction and ar-
rangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed. :

Tn the accompanying drawings there has
been illustrated a simple and preferred em-
bodiment of the improvement and in which
drawings—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a crate
constructed in accordance with the present
invention and showing a cover in a locked
position thereon; Fig. 2 is a top plan view
of the device, the ends of the crate being
chown in section; and Fig. 3 is a frag-
mentary view of the closure illustrating the
locking wedge in inoperative position.

Tn the accompanying drawings the nu-
meral 1 designates a crate. This crate is of
ordinary rectangular formation and its ends
9 project a suitable distance above the sides
of the crate. Fach of the projecting ends
has its inner face formed with integral, rec-
tangular depressions 3, preferably adjacent
the longitudinal edges of said crate. The
depressions upon one of the ends are pref-
erably of greater length than the depres-
sions upon the opposite ends, the purpose
of which will presently be set forth.

The numeral 4 designates a top or closure
for the crate.
lar formation and is of a length slightly
Jess than that of the crate. The closure 4
has both of its ends provided with cleats 5

This closure is of rectangu- ¢

and 6 and the said closure.is formed below
the said cleats with: projecting: tongues 7
and 8. The tongue 7 is of a lesser length
than the tongue 8 and is adapted to engage
within a shallow depression 3 upon one of
the sides of the crate, while the opposite
depressions 8 are of a greater length and are
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adapted to be inserted within the deeper -

depressions upon the opposite end of the
crate. Secured to the cleat 5, adjacent
which are the longer tongues of the closure,
in one end, is a flattened bowed spring 9, the
same having its opposite extremity pro-
vided with an elongated locking wedge tank.

“When the closure 4 is positioned upon the
crate the locking wedge is raised to a posi-
tion illustrated by the dotted lines in Fig. 1
of the drawings and the tongues 8 are in-
serted within their openings. This allows
the closure 4 to lie flat upon the top of the
crate. By moving the closure longitudi-
nally the smaller tongues 7 will engage
within their openings, thus leaving a space
between the said cleat and the end of the
crate. 'This wedge is of a size suflicient to
extend slightly above the cleat 5 and the
said wedge under the influence of the spring
forces all of the tongues within their -de-
pressions. The projecting portion of the
locking wedge has a portion of its end wall
downwardly and forwardly inclined, form-
ing a finger-hold whereby said wedge may
be raised when it is desired to remove the
closure 4 from the crate. While the spring
is adapted to exert the pressure toward the
cleat to which it is attached, it is also adapt-
ed to exert a downward pressure so as to
normally sustain the locking wedge against
one of the tongues of the closure and to pre-
vent the accidental removal of the wedge
and closure.

From the above description, the sim-
plicity of the device will, it is thought,
commend itself to those gkilled in the art
to which such inventions appertain, it being
noted that the closure constructed as above
described can be readily applied to any or-
dinary crate, the device may be constructed
at a minimum cost, and while the same is
extremely simple it is thoroughly effective
and performs the functions for which it is
adapted with ease and accuracy.

I claim—

The combination with a crate having re-
cessed end walls, a portion of its end walls
extending above the top edges of its side
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walls, a closure provided at opposite ends
with projecting fongues adapted to engage
in the recesses in the walls of the crate,
cleats carried by said closure, a bowed
spring carrying at one end thereof a lock-
ing wedge and having its other end dis-
posed between one of the cleats and the top
of the closure, said spring extending trans-

versely of the closure and disposed between |

the inner longitudinal face of one of the 10

cleats, and contacting with the inner face
of one of the extended end walls of the crate.
In testimony whereof T affixed signature

_In presence of two witnesses.

o JULIUS. FRITZ.
Witnesses:
‘Wririam Frirz,
Cras. MoNaLLy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the Coinmissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. ¢.”




