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Box No. IT Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIT Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
See continuation of Box No.III.

L. I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of

additional fees.

3. I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. I:l No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:l No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

The common feature of the inventions in claimg 1 and 3 isg such a
technical feature that ina gilver-coated material for a movable contact
component, a conductive base material composed of iron or an iron alloy
ig covered with, ag an intermediate layer, a layer having a thickness
of 0.01-0.5um and is composed of palladium, a palladium alloy or a
silver-tin alloy, and an outermost layer composed of silver or a gilver
alloy is formed on the intermediate layer.

The structure of the silver-coated material for the movable contact
component, wherein the conductive base material composed of copper or
acopperalloyiscoveredwithanintermediatelayercomposedofpalladium,
apalladiumalloyorasilver-tinalloyandhas athicknessof 0.01-0.5um,
and the outermost layer composed of silver or a silver alloy is formed
on the intermediate layer, is publicly known as disclosed in document
JP 59-180908 A.

Therefore, there igs no technical mutual relationship expressed by
mutually the gsame or corresponding special technical feature among the
inventiong in c¢laims 1 and 3.

Consequently, the inventions in claims 1 and 3 are not a group of
inventiong gso linked as to form a single general inventive concept.
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