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2,795,891. 
CONVERTIBLE TABLE-EASEL ASSEMBLY 

Percy P. Bishop, Portland, Maine 
Application April 6, 1956, Serial No. 576,595 

5 Claims, (C. 45-131) 

This invention relates generally to drawing tables and 
easels or the like and is more particularly concerned with 
a convertible table-easel assembly. - 

Drawing or sketching tables and frame easels generally 
available to the professional and amateur artist constitute 
a considerable investment and generally take up a con 
siderable amount of space. 
A primary object of invention is to provide a novel 

convertible table-easel assembly providing both a draw 
ing or sketching table and frame easel including means for 
readily converting the same for either use. 
A more specific object of invention in conformance 

with that set forth is to provide a novel convertible table 
easel assembly including a support frame hingedly Sup 
porting a vertically pivotal table top adjustable at differ 
ent angles of vertical disposition at a lower edge portion 
thereof and including a displaceable easel bracket posi 
tionable over a lower edge of the table top for supporting 
a lower edge portion of material vertically disposed on the 
table top when the same is used as an easel. 
Another object of invention in conformance with that 

set forth is to provide in a convertible table-easel assembly 
of the character involved a removable clamp assembly 
extending transversely of the table top for engaging an 
upper edge portion of material juxtaposed on the outer 
surface of the table top when the same is used as an easel 
and including a straight edge portion thereon wherein the 
ciamp assembly substantially provides a T-square on the 
table top when the same is used as a sketching or draw 
ing table. 
And yet another object of invention in conformance 

with that set forth is to provide a novel convertible table 
easel assembly which is readily and economically manu 
factured, easily used and maintained, and highly prac 
tical, serviceable and acceptable for the purpose intended. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of 
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de 
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
pany drawings forming a part hereof wherein like numerals 
refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the novel convertible 
table-easel assembly, showing the manner in which the 
assembly may be used as an easel; . 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the novel assem 
bly, portions being broken away and shown in section 
for clarity, showing in phantom lines the manner in which 
the assembly may be used as a sketching or drawing 
table; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary perspective view of the novel 
assembly, with portions broken away and shown in sec 
tion for clarity, showing the assembly in a position of 
use as a drawing or sketching table; m 

Figure 4 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational view 
of a portion of Figure 3, showing the alternate positions 
of the easel bracket of the novel assembly; 
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Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken substan 

tially on line 5-5 of Figure 3, with an intermediate 
portion of the assembly broken away; and 

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary elevational view 
looking substantially from line 6-6 of Figure 5. 

Referring to the drawings in detail, the novel convertible 
table-easel assembly is indicated generally at 10 including 
a support frame indicated generally at 12, a table top 
indicated generally at 4, an adjustable brace assembly in 
dicated generally at 6, a displaceable easel bracket 18, 
and if desired a removable clamp assembly indicated gen 
erally at 20. 
The support frame 12 includes suitably vertically ex 

tending legs 22, 24, 26 and 28 which have suitably se 
cured on an intermediate outer surface portion thereof 
transversely extending brace elements 30 which may 
have conveniently secured in any suitable manner there 
on a panel member forming a lower support shelf 32. 
Extending between oppositely disposed outer surface 
portions of the legs 22 and 24 at the upper ends thereof 
is a transverse end frame element 34, and extending be 
tween the legs 25 and 28 adjacent the upper ends thereof 
is a similar oppositely disposed end brace frame element 
36. Extending between upper ends of the legs 24 and 
26, and 22 and 28 are side frame elements 38 and 40, 
respectively, said frame elements 34 through 49 being 
secured in any suitable manner to said leg members. Thus 
the support frame has an open top portion, the upper 
edges of the elements 34 through 40 provide a support 
edge for the table top 14 when the same is used as a 
drawing or sketching table. 
The table top 4 comprises an uninterrupted substan 

tially rectangular panel member 42 of any suitable ma 
terial, and may be disposed in various adjusted posi 
tions similar to figure 1 when the assembly is being uti 
lized as an easel, or may be disposed in the position 
shown in Figure 3, for example, when the assembly is 
utilized as a drawing or sketching table. Suitably secured 
in transverse relationship on the lower surface of the panel 
member 42 is one leaf of an elongated piano hinge 44 being 
located adjacent or in parallel relationship to that edge 46 
of the table top which for purposes of description will be 
described as the lower edge. The piano hinge 44 has the 
other leaf thereof, see Figure 4, secured to a vertical sur 
face portion of the frame element 34 and accordingly 
the table top is pivotal about the vertical pivot axis of the 
piano hinge 44 in a manner shown, for example, in Fig 
ure 2, 

Suitably secured on a lower surface portion of the 
panel member 42 in substantially parallel relationship to 
the piano hinge 44 is a second piano hinge 48, see Figure 
2, which has one leaf thereof suitably secured to an upper 
end portion of an elongated post member 58 of the brace 
assembly ió. The post member 50 includes in the surface 
portion 52 thereof a plurality of transversely extending 
downwardly opening notch portions 54 which are re 
movably engageable with a transverse abutment rod 56 
extending between the side frame elements 38 and 49, it 
being noted that the transverse abutment rod 56 is dis 
posed in substantially parallel relationship to the pivotal 
axis of the hinges 44 and 48. If desired, a second trans 
verse abutment rod 58 may be suitably secured in spaced 
relationship from the rod 56 also engageable with the 
notch portions 54 of the post member 52 providing an 
additional range of adjustment for the pivotal table top. 
The easel bracket 18 comprises a substantially elon 

gated body portion 60 having extending longitudinally 
in a Surface portion thereof a longitudinal groove portion 
62 which conforms to the edge 46 of the table top to be 
positioned thereover in the manner clearly shown in Fig 
ure 4. Extending upwardly from the body portion 60 in 
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spaced relationship from the groove 62 is a longitudinally 
extending flange rib 64 defining with the upper surface 66 
of the table top a longitudinally extending groove or tray 
portion 68 for receiving therein the lower edge portion 
of material juxtaposed on the outer surface of the table 
top when the same is used as an easel. The body portion 
60 has extending into the end portions thereof suitable 
fastening elements 70 of any suitable character which 
have secured thereon one end of a tension spring 72 the 
other end of which being retained on the edge of the 
panel member 42 by means of suitable fastening elements 
74, and thus the easel bracket 18 is displaceable to a posi 
tion shown by the solid lines of Figure 4 wherein said 
bracket is disposed beneath the lower surface of the table 
top. The tension springs 72 are of sufficient strength to 
retain thereon the weight of material such as an artist's 
canvas when the assembly is utilized as an easel. 
The clamp assembly 20 comprises an elongated body 

portion 76 including an upwardly and angularly directed 
flange portion 78 normally directed toward the easel 
bracket 18, said flange being engageable with the upper 
edge of material supported on the table top when the 
assembly is utilized as an easel. The opposite edge of 
the body member 76 indicated at 78, see Figure 6, con 
verges toward the upper surface of the table top defining 
a straight edge available for use especially when the as 
sembly is utilized as a drawing or sketching table. The 
body member 76 has secured at opposite ends by means 
of suitable screw elements 80, for example, L-shaped 
clamp assemblies indicated generally at 82 which include 
a downwardly extending leg portion 84 terminating in 
inwardly directed leg portions 86 which have extending 
transversely therethrough in a suitably internally threaded 
aperture portion threaded, shaft element 88 having clamp 
ing head portion 90 engageable with an undersurface 
portion panel member 42 of the table top adjacent the 
side edge portions thereof. The opposite end of the 
screws 88 have a suitable transverse finger manipulable 
head 92, and when the screws 88 are loosened the clamp 
assembly 20 may be removed from the novel assembly or 
the same may be slidably moved transversely along the 
upper surface of the table top. The body member 76 
includes integral side flange portions 94 which are at right 
angles relative to the straight edge portion 78 of the 
body member 76 this portion when engaged with an ad 
jacent side edge portion 96 of the table top providing a 
T-square on the assembly. 
Thus there has been disclosed a novel convertible table 

easel assembly which fully conforms with the objects of 
invention heretofore set forth. 
Various positional directional terms such as "upper," 

"lower,' etc. utilized herein to have only relative conno 
tation to aid in describing the device and it is not intended 
to require any particular orientation with respect to any 
external elements. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A convertible table-easel assembly comprising an 

elevated support frame, a table top including hinge means 
pivotally connecting an undersurface portion of the table 
top adjacent one edge thereof to an end portion of the 
support frame for vertical pivotal movement thereon, an 
adjustable brace assembly extending from an undersur 
face portion of the table top in spaced relationship from 
said hinge means, abutment, means on said frame detach 
ably engageable with the brace assembly for retaining 
the table top in different positions of vertical angular ad 
justment about the hinge means and permitting horizontal 

10 

20 

30 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

70 

75 

disposition of the table top on said frame, and a dis 
placeable easel bracket extendable from the edge portion 
of the table top adjacent the hinge means for engaging 
the lower edge portion of vertically disposed material on 
the outer surface of said table top when the same is 
utilized as an easel, said support frame including an open 
top portion, the abutment means comprising a transverse 
rod extending across the open top of said frame in paral 
lel relationship to the axis of rotation of the hinge means, 
said adjustable brace assembly including an elongated post 
member pivotally secured to an undersurface portion 
of the table top on an axis of rotation parallel to the 
axis of rotation of the first mentioned hinge means, and 
a plurality of spaced transverse notch portions on the 
post member removably engaging the transverse abut 
ment rod providing increments of vertical adjustment for 
said table top about the first mentioned hinge means, 
the frame and rod defining guide means between which 
the post member may extend when the table top is ver 
tically adjusted. 

2. A convertible table-easel assembly comprising an 
elevated support frame, a table top including hinge means 
pivotally connecting an undersurface portion of the table 
top adjacent one edge thereof to an end portion of the 
support frame for vertical pivotal movement thereon, an 
adjustable brace assembly extending from an undersur 
face portion of the table top in spaced relationship from 
said hinge means, abutment means on said frame detach 
ably engageable with the brace assembly for retaining 
the table top in different positions of vertical angular 
adjustment about the hinge means and permitting hori 
Zontal disposition of the table top on said frame, and a 
displaceable easel bracket extendable from the edge por 
tion of the table top adjacent the hinge means for en 
gaging the lower edge portion of vertically disposed ma 
terial on the outer surface of said table top when the 
same is utilized as an easel, said table top comprising 
a rectangular panel member, the displaceable easel 
bracket comprising an elongated member including an 
elongated longitudinal groove portion extending into one 
surface portion thereof engageable over the edge portion 
of the table top adjacent the hinge means, said elongated 
member including a longitudinal flange portion in spaced 
relationship from the groove portion thereof forming a 
longitudinally extending tray portion adjacent the outer 
surface of the table top, and tension springs extending 
from opposite end portions of the elongated member 
and spaced side edge portions of the table top retaining 
the easel bracket on the table top edge and permitting 
the easel bracket to be disposed beneath said table top. 

3. A convertible table-easel assembly comprising an 
elevated support frame, a table top including hinge means 
pivotally connecting an undersurface portion of the table 
top adjacent one edge thereof to an end portion of the 
Support frame for vertical pivotal movement thereon, an 
adjustable brace assembly extending from an undersur 
face portion of the table top in spaced relationship from 
said hinge means, abutment means on said frame detach 
ably engageable with the brace assembly for retaining the 
table top in different positions of vertical angular adjust 
ment about the hinge means and permitting horizontal 
disposition of the table top on said frame, a displaceable 
easel bracket extendable from the edge portion of the 
table top adjacent the hinge means for engaging the lower 
edge portion of vertically disposed material on the outer 
surface of said table top when the same is utilized as an 
easel, and a removable clamp assembly extending trans 
versely across the outer surface of the table top in sub 
stantially parallel relationship to the displaceable easel 
bracket, said clamp assembly including an elongated lon 
gitudinally extending flange portion extending toward the 
easel bracket for engagement with an upper edge portion 
of sheet material disposed on the table top when the same 
is utilized as an easel. 

4. A convertible table-easel assembly comprising an 
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elevated support frame, a table top including hinge means 
pivotally connecting an undersurface portion of the table 
top adjacent one edge thereof to an end portion of the 
Support frame for vertical pivotal movement thereon, 
an adjustable brace assembly extending from an under 
surface portion of the table top in spaced relationship 
from said hinge means, abutment means on said frame 
detachably engageable with the brace assembly for re 
taining the table top in different positions of vertical 
angular adjustment about the hinge means and permitting 
horizontal disposition of the table top on said frame, a 
displaceable easel bracket extendable from the edge por 
tion of the table top adjacent the hinge means for en 
gaging the lower edge portion of vertically disposed ma 
terial on the outer surface of said table top when the 
same is utilized as an easel, and a removable clamp as 
sembly extending transversely across the outer surface 
of the table top in substantially parallel relationship to 
the displaceable easel bracket, said clamp assembly in 
cluding an elongated longitudinally extending flange 
portion extending toward the easel bracket for engage 
ment with an upper edge portion of sheet material dis 
posed on the table top when the same is utilized as an 
easel, said clamp assembly including a straight edge por 
tion extending toward the outer surface portion of the 
table top defining a straight edge thereacross, and clamp 
members extending from opposite end portions of the 
clamp assembly including adjustable clamp means en 
gaging the undersurface portion of the table top. 

5. A convertible table-easel assembly comprising an 
elevated support frame, a table top including hinge means 
pivotally connecting an undersurface portion of the 
table top adjacent one edge thereof to an end portion 
of the support frame for vertical pivotal movement there 
on, an adjustable brace assembly extending from an 
undersurface portion of the table top in spaced relation 
ship from said hinge means, abutment means on said 
frame detachably engageable with the brace assembly 
for retaining the table top in different positions of vertical 
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angular adjustment about the hinge means and permitting 
horizontal disposition of the table top on said frame, a 
displaceable easel bracket extendable from the edge por 
tion of the table top adjacent the hinge means for en 
gaging the lower edge portion of vertically disposed ma 
terial on the outer surface of said table top when the 
same is utilized as an easel, and a removable clamp as 
sembly extending transversely across the outer surface of 
the table top in substantially parallel relationship to the 
displaceable easel bracket, said clamp assembly including 
an elongated longitudinally extending flange portion ex 
tending toward the easel bracket for engagement with 
an upper edge portion of sheet material disposed on the 
table top when the same is utilized as an easel, said clamp 
assembly including a straight edge portion extending 
toward the outer surface portion of the table top defining 
a straight edge thereacross, and clamp members extend 
ing from opposite end portions of the clamp assembly 
including adjustable clamp means engaging the under 
surface portion of the table top, said clamp members in 
cluding a vertical portion normal to the straight edge 
portion of said clamp assembly engageable with the side 
edge portion of the table top providing a T-square re 
ciprocably supported on said table top. 
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