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( S (57) Abstract: This purchase intermediary system comprises an authentic-
B g

ation server which manages personal information about users and which
authenticates a user, and an intermediary server which acts as an interme -
diary in an item purchase processing process performed between a user
and a purchasing party. When a user desires to sell an item, the intermedi -
ary server transmits information about the item, which does not include
personal information about the desiring user, to the terminals of a plural-
ity of purchasing parties, together with a request for preliminary assess-
ment of the item, on the basis of the result of authentication of the user.
Then upon receiving the results of preliminary assessment of the item
from the terminals of the plurality of purchasing parties, the intermediary
server provides information about the preliminary assessment results to
the terminal of the desiring user in such a manner that the user can sub-
sequently request formal assessment. Then upon a formal assessment re-
quest being issued by the terminal of the user, the intermediary server per-
forms a formal assessment application process by first receiving at least
part of the personal information about the desiring user from the authen-
tication server and then transmitting the at least part of the personal in-
formation to the terminal of the purchasing party associated with the is-
sued formal assessment request.
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$401 Send back user authentication instruction

5402 Perform user authentication process

5403 Has user been authenticated?

5404 Does item that user desires to sell belong to category to be subject to preliminary assessment?
$405 Request preliminary assessment

$406 Has preliminary assessment result been received?

$407, $408 Create list information

8408 Has party to which formal assessment request is to be issued been selected?
5410 Request personal information

$411 Perform application process

AA  Purchase intermediary process
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