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To aZzzonony z?772ay conce77: 
Be it knOWnthatI,SENECADOBBS,of Roch 

ester,intheCountyofMonroeandStateofNew 
YOrk,have invented a Certain newand use 
ful.ImprOVementin Clothes-LineStretchers; 
and I do herebydeClare thatthe followingis 
aful,Clear,and exact desCription of thesame, 
referencebeinghadto the drawingsaccompa 
nying this application. 
The Object of myinvention is to arrange 

tWQ Or mOre paralel Glothes-lines together 
and Stretch them at Once and bythe Same 
fixtures,Whigh are Simply hung over hooks 
atthe Opp0siteends. The lines aretightened 
at One OperatiOn by Simplyturning a Cranked 
Shaft having reels attached at its opposite 
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ends. 
The invention Consistsin the Construction 

and arrangement hereinafter described and 
Claimed. 
In the drawings,Figure1 isaplan view of 

the device. Fig,2is a side elevation of the 
Same. Fig.3 isan enlarged elevation of the 
ratChet and its attaChments. 
A Aindicate the two clothes-lines,which 

extend lOngitudinally parallel to each other 
at Suitable distance apart and are attached 
at their OppOSite ends to the fixtures herein 
after desCribed, - 

Bis a Shaft at One end of the lines,pro 
Yided at Opposite ends with fxed Spools or 
reels G 0,0n Which the lines wind when the 
shaftisturned,This shaftis providedatits 
ends with hangersb b,turningfreelythereon 
and provided with rings c c or other similar 
deyices bywhich they gan be hung onhooks 
d d,attaChedtO a post or other support The 
Shaft B has a Crank e,OnWhichis a loosehan 
dle f Asimilar loose handle f/is located 
On the Straight part of the Shaft at the left 
Of the Crank. 
9 is a ratChet fast t0 One end of the shaft 

3,and h is a Dawl Or detent pivoted to the 
hanger b and engaging with the ratchet. 
C C aretWO rings at theopposite endof the 

attaChment,tO WhiCh the Other ends of the 
Glothes-lines are attached,These rings en 
gage with two ope hooks k k,attached to a 
post or Other Suitable support at that end of 
the line. 
To attach the linesin Dlace,the rings C C 

are hung On the hooks k k,and the lines are 

then drawn Out by taking hold of the handle 
/ of Shaft Band Carryingthe Shaft B tothe 
OppOSite point Of attaChment,As the shaft 
Bis Carried baCkit turnsto allow the COrds 
to unWind from the Spools,The hangers b b 
are then hung On the hooks d6,andthe lines 
are thentightened bytaking hold of the han 
des ff" and turning the orank 6 till the 
pfOpertensionis attained. The pawl h,en 
gaging with the ratchet 9,Will hold the lines 
strained. To Wind up the lines again,the 
hangers b bare detachedfromtheirhooksand 
the Crank turned,the Operator following up 
a8 fast as the linesareWOund. WhenYound 
Up,the deViCe OCCupie8 Yery COmpact Space. 
TWO Or mOre lines may be used,as desired, 
The object of this inventionis to enable 

two Or mOre parallel linesto be used and Con 
nectedwith One Set of fixtures,therebygain 
ing great length Of line,With Compactness of 
Space OcCupied When extended,and facilitat 
ingtheoperationsofConnectingthemwithand 
disconnectingthemfromtheirhangings,The 
adVantage is apparent,as the lines Can be 
plaCed COmparatively near tOgether and not 
interfere,while the Clothes are kept so sep 
arated asto Obtain althe benefits of thefree 
cirgulation of air. InWinter,whenhung out 
Of-doors,there is lesstroublein making path 
WaySthrOugh the SnOW,astWO lines Can be 
readily reached from One side. - 
The device is Very Convenientin Straight 

ening the lines and hOlding themtaut andin 
winding the lines up Compactlywhen not in 
U186? 
HaVingdeSCribedmyinYentiOn,WhatIClaim 

as neW,and deSire tO seCuire by Letters Pat 
ent,iS? 
The COmbination,with a Set Of Clothes-lines 

A A,Of the rings C C at One end and the 
Granked Shaft B,the SpOOls a q,the ratChet 
9,pawl h,and hangers b 0,formingthewind 
ing-fixture,at the other end,the whole ar 
ranged tO Operate in the manner and for the 
purposeSpecified. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed my namein thepresence of two 8ubseribing 

WitnesSeS. 
- SENECA DOBBS, 

Witne88es: 
R. F. OSGOOD, 
P,A,CO8TECH. 
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