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This invention relates to a shopper's bag; and 
has special reference to bags that are adjustable 
and foldable, and extendable to provide bags of 
different sizes for receiving and holding different 
quantities of articles according to needs on differ 
ent Occasions of use of the bag. 
Objects of the invention are to provide an im 

proved shopper's bag composed of walls of foldable 
and pliable material attached together to form a 
vertically elongated bag that is open only along 
the top for the insertion and removal of articles; 
to provide a handle member detachably Secured 
to the upper end or margin of each side wall func 
tioning to hold said side walls extended longitudi 
nally in substantially parallel arrangement, as 
handles for manually supporting and carrying the 
bag in any of its adjusted forms or capacities, and 
as elements cooperating to hold the bag adjusted 
or folded in its minimum form or capacity; to 
provide means in connection with the side walls 
of the bag below said members for engaging one 
of Said members to hold the bag folded, leaving 
said side Walls free for movement from each other 
to open the bag, and for optionally engaging the 
other one of said members to hold the bag in 
folded form and also closed; to provide elements 
in connection with the side walls of the bag for 
COOperating with said means to hold the bottom 
Wall of the bag folded and extended upwardly be 
tween the side walls and thereby holding the walls 
of the bag adjusted to provide a bag having a ca 
pacity greater than the minimum capacity and 
less than the maximum capacity; and to make 
provision whereby the walls of the bag may be 
extended to form a bag of maximum capacity. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

shopper's bag composed of flexible and pliable 
Walls, in combination with means connected with 
said walls for holding the same in different folded 
forms and adjusted positions to form a bag of a 
predetermined capacity and leaving the bag free 
to be enlarged optionally from a minimum ca 
pacity. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

shopper's bag composed of flexible and pliable 
walls having flexible and pliable margins along 
and around the opening into the bag, and a sup 
plemental holder or receptacle Within the bag and 
attached to said flexible and pliable margin of one 
of said walls, in combination with substantially 
inflexible handle members connected with Said 
margins of said walls and functioning to hold said 
walls and said holder or receptacle extended lon 
gitudinally, and also functioning as handles for 
manually supporting and carrying the bag. 
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Other objects will appear from the following 
description, reference being made to the annexed 
drawings, in which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a shopper's bag fold 
ed to form a bag of minimum capacity. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the bag showing the 
Walls extended to form a bag of intermediate ca 
pacity. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the bag having the 
end walls extended to form a bag having a ca 
pacity larger than the capacity of the bag shown 
in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged vertical sectional view on 
the line 4-4 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 5 is a side elevation of the bag extended to 
maximum capacity. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged Vertical Sectional view on 
the line 6-6 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view showing more plainly 
the structure for holding together the lower edges 
of the side walls and preventing the bottom wall 
of the bag from spreading or extended to form a 
bag of maximum capacity. 

Fig. 8 is a horizontal cross-sectional view on the 
line 8-8 of Fig. 5, showing the bag extended to 
maximum capacity. 

Fig. 9 is a vertical cross-sectional view on the 
line 9-9 of Fig. 5, also showing the bag extended 
to maximum capacity. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown and 
which may be widely varied in order to provide 
bags of different forms, shapes and capacities, the 
body of the bag is composed of a foldable and pli 
able side wall f, a complementary foldable and 
pliable side wall 2, two foldable and pliable end 
Walls 3, and a botton wall. The bottom Wall may 
integrally connect the side walls and 2. As 
shown, the bottom wall comprises extensions 4 
and 5 of the walls and 2, respectively. Prefer 
ably, but optionally, the walls and 2, with their 
respective extensions 4 and 5, are rectangular in 
form and are attached by lines of stitches 6, or 
otherwise, to the inturned Side edge and botton 
margins of the two rectangular end walls 3. The 
adjacent margins of the bottom wall forming ex 
tensions 4 and 5 are inturned and attached to 
gether by a line of stitches T, or otherwise, as de 
sired. The Stitches T will be omitted when the 
bottom wall integrally connects the walls and 2. 
This leaves the upper margins of the walls and 2 
unattached and provides a bag that is substan 
tially rectangular in cross-section when open, as 
Should be understood by reference to Figs. 8 and 9. 
The vertical length of the bag is defined by the 
vertical length of the end walls 2, the horizontal 
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length of the bag is defined by the horizontal 
length or width of the walls , and the transverse 
width of the bag is defined by the transverse Width 
of the walls 3 and the bottom Wall 4-5. 
Two vertically extended loops 8 of flexible and 

pliable material are attached to the upper in 
Wardly turned margin 9 of the Wall adjacent 
to the end walls 3 by stitches iO, or otherwise, 
as desired. Any number of additional flexible 
loops of the same length as the loops 8 may 
be attached to the upper margin of the Wall 
by the same line of stitches 0 that also Secure 
the inturned margin 9 to the body of Said Wall 
f. A substantially inflexible handle member 2 
extends through the loops 8, and may also be 
extended through the loops , and functions to 
hold the side wall extended longitudinally With 
out folds, wrinkles, or creases along its upper 
margin. In order to perform their intended func 
tions, the loops 8 and f are flexible and the 
handle member 2 is substantially inflexible. It 
may be made of wood or other appropriate mate 
rial. 
Two vertically extended loops 3 of flexible 

and pliable material are attached to the upper 
inwardly turned margin 4 of the Wall 2 ad 
jacent to the end walls 3 by Stitches 5 or other 
wise, as desired. The loops 3 may be opposite, 
that is, allined with or disalined from, the loops 
8, as desired. For convenience of illustration, 
the loops f3 are shown (Figs. 2 and 3) disalined 
or offset from the loops 8. Any number of addi 
tional flexible loops 6 may be attached to the 
upper margin of the wall 2 by said stitches 5. 
A substantially inflexible handle member 7, of 
wood or other suitable material, extends through 
the loops 3, and may also be extended through 
the loops 6 in order to hold the side wall 2 ex 
tended longitudinally parallel with the wall and 
without folds, wrinkles, or creases along its upper margin. 
The loops 8 and are of the same length 

so that the handle member 2 may be extended 
through all of said loops. Also, the loops 3 and 
S are of equal length. So that the handle men 

ber 7 may be extended through all of them. 
Preferably, the series of loops 8 and are of a 
different length from the series of loops 3 and 
6 So that the handle members and I do not 

lie side by side. All of said loops are of sufficient 
length so that the handle members 2 and 7 are 
far enough from the edges of the walls and 2 
to permit the hand to be extended easily and con 
veniently between said handle members and said 
Walls without bending or flexing the latter. 
At the fold of the wall to form the bottom 

part 4, two flexible and pliable loops 8 are at 
tached adjacent to the end walls 3 by Stitches 
f9 or otherwise, as desired. Any number of addi 
tional flexible loops 20 may be attached to the 
lower marginal portion of the wall in longi 
tudinal alinement with the loops f8 by stitches 
2 or otherwise, as desired. A substantially in 
flexible handle member 22 extends through the 
loops 8 and may also be extended through the 
loops 20 in order to hold the side wall extended 
longitudinally and cooperate directly with the 
handle member 2 for that purpose. 
A number of flexible and pliable loops 23 of the 

same vertical length as the loops 8 and 20 are 
attached to the lower margin of the wall 2 adja 
cent to the fold line forming the inward exten 
Sion 5. The handle member 22 may be extended 
through the series of loops 8 and 20 and op 
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2,349,025 
tionally through the series of loops 23 to hold the 
lower ends of the side walls together as shown 
in Fig. 6, in which position the bottom Wall 4-5 
is extended between the walls and 2, and the 
lower ends of the end Walls 3 may be folded in 
wardly and upwardly, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
Then the side Walls and 2 may be folded to the 
position shown in Figs. 1 and 4 to cover the Wall 
2. Loops 24 attached to the lower margin of the 
wall may be engaged with the handle member 

7 to hold the bag adjusted and folded in mini 
nun form and capacity, leaving the upper mar 
gins of the Walls and 2 movable apart to open 
the bag, as indicated in Fig. 4. Or the loops 
24 may be engaged with the handle member 
2 to prevent the Walls and 2 from moving 

apart, and to hold the bag closed. 
By disengaging the loops 24 from the handles 

2 and 7, respectively, the bag may be extended 
to the form shown in Fig. 6, in which the bottom 
4-5 is extended upwardly into the bag between 
said walls and 2, and in which the lower ends 
of the Walls 3 are infolded. By disengaging the 
handle member 22 from the loops 8, or from 
the loops 23, or detaching said handle member 
from all of Said loops, the bag may open to maxi 
mum size, as shown in FigS. 8 and 9. Familiar 
'Zipper' devices 25, provided with a slide 26, may 
be attached to the upper margins of the end walls 
3 for holding the upper ends of the walls 3 un 
folded between the walls f and 2. By moving the 
slide 26 upwardly along the fasteners 25 from the 
middle position shown in Figs. 6 and 9 to posi 
tions adjacent to the Walls f and 2, the end walls 
3 Will be held thereby in infolded positions, as 
should be understood by reference to Figs. 1 and 
2. When the slides 26 are moved to their middle 
positions, as shown in Figs. 3 and 9, the upper 
ends of the walls 3 may be unfolded and spread 
apart to the maximum capacity of the bag. 
A Supplemental holder or receptacle may be se 

Cured to the flexible and pliable margin of one of 
the side walls and enclosed within the bag. As 
shown, said Supplemental holder or receptacle is 
composed of two flexible and pliable walls 27 and 
28 having a connection 29 at their lower margins 
and having their upper margins attached to the 
Wall by the stitches O. The walls 27 and 28 
are attached together at one end by stitches 30 
or otherwise, thus providing a holder or recep 
tacle that is closed along its upper and lower 
sides and along one end, and is open at the op 
posite end. This provides a convenient means 
for carrying ration books, identification cards, 
Small purses, and other articles. 
From the foregoing, it is evident that this in 

vention attains its intended objects and purposes 
efficiently and economically, and comprises a 
foldable and pliable shopper's bag that may be 
opened to various sizes or that may be secured 
in different folded positions to provide a bag of 
varying capacity. I do not restrict myself to the 
use of textile materials in the formation of the 
Walls, nor to the use of wood in forming the 
handle members. Neither does the invention re 
quire the presence of the "zipper' devices 25-26 
in connection with the end walls 3. The inven 
tion may be varied in numerous other particulars 
Without departure from the nature and principle 
thereof. 

I claim: v. 

1. A shopper's bag composed of two comple 
mentary foldable and pliable end walls, two com 
plementary foldable and pliable side walls at 



2,349,025 
tached to said end walls and attached together 
at their lower ends to close the lower end. Of the 
bag and having their upper ends unattached to 
form an opening at the upper end of the bag, 
elements attached to and projecting upWardly 
beyond the upper margins of said respective side 
Walls adjacent to said end Walls, two Substan 
tially inflexible handle members attached to said 
elements at a distance from the Lipper ends. Of 
said side walls forming a space for the hand 
grasping said two handle members and also hold 
ing said side Walls stretched nearly parallel with 
each other, elements attached to the lower ends 
of said side walls, and a substantially inflexible 
handle member attached to said last named ele 
ments at a distance from the lower ends of Said 
side Walls forming a Space for the hand grasping 
Said three handle members While said side Walls 
are folded to place said last named handle men 
ber adjacent to said two first named handle 
members. 

2. A shopper's bag composed of two comple 
mentary foldable and pliable side walls, two fold 
able and pliable end Walls attached to said side 
walls, a foldable and pliable bottom wall attached 
to the lower ends of said side walls and cooper 
atting therewith to form a bag that is open only 
along the top, a handle member attached to the 
upper end of each of said side walls, elements at 
tached to and projecting downwardly beyond the 
lower ends of Said respective side walls, and a 
Substantially inflexible handle member attached 
to said elements at a distance from the IOWer 
ends of said side walls forming a Space for the 
hand grasping said last named handle member 
and said first handle members When said side 
Walls are folded upwardly to place said last 
named handle member adjacent to said first 
handle members, and also holding the lower ends 
of said side walls stretched nearly parallel with 
each other and said bottom wall folded and ex 
tended between said side walls. 

3. A shopper's bag composed of two comple 
mentary foldable and pliable side walls having 
elongated upper and lower ends, two foldable and 
pliable end Walls attached to the respective ends 
of said side Walls, a foldable and pliable bottom 
Wall attached to the lower ends of said side and 
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3. 
end walls and cooperating therewith to form an 
elongated bag that is open only along the top, 
substantially inflexible handle members attached 
to the elongated upper ends of and holding said 
side Walls longitudinally extended, longitudinally 
spaced flexible elements attached to and project 
ing downwardly below the lower ends of Said re 
spective side walls, and a substantially inflexible 
member extending longitudinally of said side 
walls approximately parallel with said handle 
members attached to said elements and COOper 
atting therewith and holding the lower ends of 
said side walls extended longitudinally adjacent 
to each other and holding said bottom Wall folded 
and extended upwardly betWeen the lower ends 
of said side walls to form a bag of a desired ca 
pacity. 

4. A shopper's bag composed of tWo comple 
mentary foldable side walls having elongated up 
per and lower ends, tWo foldable and pliable end 
Walls attached to the respective ends of said side 
Walls, a foldable and pliable bottom Wall at 
tached to the lower ends of said side and end 
Walls and cooperating thereWith to form an elon 
gated bag that is open only along the top, flex 
ible elements attached to and projecting up 
Wardly beyond the upper margins of said respec 
tive side Walls adjacent to said end Walls, two elon 
gated inflexible handle members attached to said 
elements at different distances respectively from 
the upper ends of said side Walls forming a space 
for the hand grasping said two handle members 
and also holding said side Walls Stretched longi 
tudinally parallel. With each other, elements at 
tached to the lower ends of said side walls, a 
Substantially inflexible handle member attached 
to said last named elements at a distance from 
the lower ends of Said side walls forming a space 
for the hand grasping said three handle mem 
bers While said side walls are folded to place said 
last named handle member adjacent to said two 
first named handle members, and two flexible 
elements attached to the lower end of one of said 
side Walls for detachably engaging one of said 
first named handle members to hold said side 
Walls folded as aforesaid. 

MARY IRENE WICK. 


