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Generically this invention relates to an im-
proved fluid container, but it more particularly is
directed to such a container including a dispens-
ing device through which the fluid can be with-
drawn.

One of the principal objects of this invention
is the provision of a beverage container having
one or more flexible tubular dispensing elements
“of greater length than the height of the container,
sealed therein in a manner such that opening of
the top of the container operatively positions said
elements, so that the contents may be consumed
in a sanitary manner without necessitating con-
tact of the hands with the dispensing elements.

Another important object of this invention is
the provision of a container of this character
having a movable top member, deformable dis-
pensing tubular elements of greater length than
the height of the container housed therein, and
supporting brackets secured to the inner surface
of the container and the under surface of the top
member adapted to receive and retain said tubular
elements so that movement of said member to
open position restores said elements to dispensing
position.

An important object of this invention is the

provision of a container and a stationary flexible
drinking tube of greater length than. the height
of the container sealed therein when the top of
the container is in closed position in such a man-
ner, that when the top of the container is moved
to open position, the tube is automatically in
operative or drinking position.

Another important object of this invention is
the provision of a container and a flexible fluid
dispensing tubular device so positioned with re-~
spect to the inner wall of the container and under
surface of the cap portion, that when the cap is
in closed position the dispensing device is bent
to conform to the angle of the cap with respect to
the container well, and as the cap is opened the
device is restored to its normal shape, thereby
enabling free flow of the fluid therethrough dur-
ing the dispensing operation. .

A still further important object of this invention
is the provision of a container formed with a
leak-proof lid or cap easily openable, a flexible
tubular dispensing device housed within the con-
tainer, said cap carrying on its under surface
a supporting bracket designed to slidably support
in underlying relation therewith the upper por-
tion of the dispensing device, the opening of the
cap adapted to place said upper portion in oper-
ative or dispensing position.

Another object of this invention is the provision
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of a combined beverage container and dispensing
tube device, wherein the device is hermetically
sealed with the beverage in workable relation with
the container and closure, so that the container
and device may be packaged for handling as a
single completely sanitary unit, thereby enabling
beverages to be served to the consumer in g single
sealed package, the contents adapted to be con-
sumed upon removal of the cap which operatively
positions the dispensing tube device in dispensing
position, without at any time having the fingers
come in contact with the dispensing device.

A still further important object of this inven-
tion is the provision of & sealed container con-
structed from paper, plastic, or other suitable ma-
terial, including a removable cap member, g flexi-
ble tube dispensing device normally enclosed
therein, supporting brackets carried by the wall of
the container and the under surface of the remov-
able can adapted to detachably permit lateral in-
sertion of one or more of said flexible tubes there-
in, said brackets formed with locking means for
preventing disengagement of said tubes there-
from, the locking means carried by said wall hold-
ing sald tubes stationary and said means carried
by said cap having slidable connection therewith,
to bendingly position the upper portion of said
tubes when in closed position and to restore the
same to dispensing position upcon movement of
the cap to open position.

‘With these and other objects in view, which
will become apparent as the description proceeds,
the invention resides in the construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of parts, hereinafter
more fully described and claimed, and illustrated
in the accompanying drawing, in which like char-
acters of reference indicate like parts through-
out the several figures, of which:

Fig. 1 is a vertical sectional view of my improved
container with the cap closure in closed position,
and showing the tubular dipensing device in de-
formed housed position.

Fig. 2 is a similar view to Fig. 1 with the cap
closure in open position, and the tubular dispens-
ing device in restored dispensing position.

Fig. 3 is a section through the closure cap and
upper portion of the container taken at right
angles to Fig. 1.

Pig. 4 is a sectional fragmentary isometric view
of the container, showing one of the tube support-
ing brackets with the tubes supported therein.

Fig. 5is g top plan view of Fig. 1.

In the sale of packaged beverages such as milk;
soft drinks, and the like at roadside stands, deli-
catessens, lunch counters, etc., it is necessary
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to accompany the container with one or more
drinking straws or cups for consumption of the
contents which not only requires separate han-
dling of these articles, under more or less un-
sanitary conditions, but frequently such acces-
sories are not immediately available, therefore
the purchaser is subjected to loss of time, in-
convenience in connection with the consumption
of the beverage, therefore the dispensing of such
beverages where paper containers and the like
are employed is awkward and unsatisfactory, and
necessitates the outlay of extra articles and is
not only an added expense but involves extra
time and handling as well as the attendant danger
of unsanitation, therefore it was to overcome
these and other disadvantages that I designed
the inexpensive sealed container, including. a re-
movable cap and a flexible drinking or dispensing
tube or tubes normally secured and sealed there-

in, and with means in connection with the cap

and tube or tubes to position the latter in de-
formed position when the cap is closed and adapt-
-ed to position the same in dispensing or drinking
position upon opening or removal of the cap.

Tn the illustrated embodiment characterizing -

this invention there is shown, in the present in-
stance, a waterproof or fluidproof waxed or
otherwise treated paper container I, one form of
which and for purpose of description, is shown
as square in cross section and formed with op-
posite side walls 2 and 2 and 4 and 5. The lower
ends of said side walls are formed with inwardly
projecting flange portion § adapted to support
the bottom member 1 seating thereon and ad-

hesively and sealingly secured thereto In any -

suitable manner. The respective side walls are
crimped inwardly at their lower ends as at 8 not
only tending to sealingly refain the bottom in
engagement with said flanges but also to add
strength and rigidity to the structure. 'The up-
per ends of said side walls are formed with in-
wardly extending flanges § and crimped portions
0 similar to 8 and &, respectively, with a top clo-
sure member 11 secured intermediate flanges 9

and crimped portions 18 similar to bottom 1, ex~ 4

cept, that adiacent side 5 said top member 11
is formed with an elongated or substantially
‘rectangular opening 12. A removable closure cap
member (3 is adapted to'seat on flanges 9, formed

with a downwardly projecting socket or cup like

member 14 adapted to snugly and seatingly fit
within said opening 12 and extend downwardly
beyond top member f(f, as directly will more
fully appear.

The cap closure member 13 at its rear edge 15
is formed with an extension 1§ constituting a
hinge portion, complementally formed as at 11
with respect to crimped portion i0 in which it
‘seats, and is adapted to overlie the exterior sur-
face of wall 2, to which it is secured by a staple
or brad 18, and which may be further and seal-
ingly secured by a suitable adhesive, wax, or the
like to effect a fluid tight jointure when the cap
is in closed position. Said cap member |3 extends
beyond the side walls 3 and 5 sufficiently to be
crimped over the upper edge of said walls form-
ing the cap locking and sealing portions {9 and
18’ with their free edges engaging in the crimped
portions 19, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, to'secure
‘sald cap in closed position. While preferably the
cap 13 has been described as formed with - the
sealing or crimping portion 97, if desired it may
‘be ‘dispensed with by narrowing this side of said
cap to conform with the opposite side 20-and seat
on top {1, similar to sald opposite side and, in
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which event, to open said cap it would only be
necessary to disengage the front portion i9. At
this point it might be well to note that the sides
of the container | are constructed from one piece
of material wrapped about the top member I
and bottom member 7, positioned as above de-
seribed, and with the opposite edge portions ad-
hesively or suitably secured in overlapping rela-
tion-as at 1’.

‘Secured to the inner surface of the rear side
wall 2 by a suitable adhesive or otherwise are

“the dispensing tube supporting and retaining an-
gle-brackets .21, the lateral or horizontal extend-

ing portions 22 of which, in the present instance,
are formed with a pair of openings 23 connected
with the free edge of said portion by the slits
or -slots :24. A pair of fiexible dispensing tubes
or drinking straws 25, constructed from paper
or -other suitable material, are adapted to be
readily positioned in openings 23 through slots
2% widened by manipulation of the portions 26
and 27 in opposite directions, said portions when
returned to ‘their normal position locking and
retaining said straws stationary in said brackets
with their lower ends slightly spaced above bot-
tom 1. Similarly secured to the inner surface
of the member 14 at its rear edge is a bracket
28-similar to bracket 2! except that the openings

.29, corresponding to openings 23, are elongated

‘to receive -and retain the upper end of tubes 25

‘therein and to permit slidable movement of the

bracket with.respect to said tubes as the closure
cap 42 is moved to:closed position and cooperat-
ing with the upper bracket 21 to deform said tubes

- as 'at ©30 (Fig. 1), and restore them to their

straightened:and dispensing position by the move-
ment of said cap to open position (Fig. 2). While
it is mot necessary to the functioning of the dis-
pensing ‘tubes or device owing to the flexibility
thereof, yet to render greater freedom in con-

- mection with the dispensing or imbibing opera-

“tion, the cap member |3 may be scored as at 31
so.as to be -easily bent over rearwardly away
from ‘the ‘upper end of said tubes or straws if
desired. While two straws have been illustrated

<and-deseribed ‘as comprising the fluid dispensing

sdevice, it is to-be understood that one straw only

‘may be used if desired.

“While in the present instance the cap or top
member {3 is shown as hinged, it might be well

.o state that said hinge portion could be severed
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and the cap elevated to restore the device to op-
erative position, and by reason of the enlarged
‘openings 29, it could be entirely removed with-
‘out -departing from the scope or spirit of this
invention.

Tt will be apparent that I have designed a milk

‘or-other fluid beverage container including a dis-

pensing -device completely housed within the con-
tainer, deformable by closing of the top member
-and-restorable to dispensing position by the open-

‘ing or removal of -sdid member, said top member
‘heing so constructed that it may be removed

from proximity to the free end of the dispensing
‘device, if desired, said device being simple in con-
struction, manufacturable at a reasonable ‘cost,

~adapted to be deélivered to the consumer in a
-single ‘sanitary package and efficient for the pur-
“pose ‘intended.

Although “in practice it has been found that
the form of the invention ilustrated in the ac-
companying drawings and referred to in the
ghove description -as the preferred embodiment
is the most efficient and practical, yet realizing
that conditions concurrent with the adaption of
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the invention Will necessarily vary, it is well to
emphasize that various minor changes in details
of construction, proportion and arrangement of
parts, may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claims without departing from or
sacrificing any of the principles of the invention.

Having thus described the invention, what is
-desired protected by Letters Patent is as set forth
in the following claim:

A sealed container for beverages and the like
including side walls and a hingedly mounted cap
member, a drinking tube within the container of
greater length than the depth of the container,
brackets constructed of flexible material attached
to a side wall in vertical spaced relation formed
in a manner such as to frictionally engage said
tube and retain it against vertical movement, the
upper portion of said tube being bent into a posi-
tion normal to the vertical portion of the tube
and disposed immediately beneath the surface
of said cap, a bracket depending from the cap,
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said bracket being formed to slidably receive the
bent portion of said tube whereby as the cap is
moved to open position, said bent portion of the
tube will be moved by the cap into a position
forming a continuation of said vertical portion
and providing an uninterrupted passage through
said tube.
CLARENCE S. LYNCH.
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