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To all whom It ey conceri:

Be it known that I, Epxa MIDDLETON, 2
citizen of the United. States, residing at Sa-
vannah, in the county of Chatham and State
of Georgia, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hose-Supporters, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therein to the accompanying
drawings.

This invention is an improvement in hose-
supporters,
provement of the construction of a hose-sup-
porter which comprises a niinimum number
of parts and which is comparatively simple
and inexpensive to manufacture.

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of certain other novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrungements

of parts, as will be hereinafter fully described |

and claimed.

Tn the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
a hose-supporter constructed in accordance
with the present invention, while Fig. 2 is a
view in side elevation thereof. Tig.3isanen-
Jarged vertical sectional view takenonline 3 3,
Fig.1. Fig.4isanenlarged vertical sectional
view taken on line 4 4, Fig. 1. Fig. 51s a
fragmentary view of my hose-supporter, show-
ing one pairof the straps, preferably the up-
per straps, in side elevation, the straps being
slightly spread apart.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
lower connecting-plate, and 2 the upper con-
necting-plate.
provided with a series of slots 3,4,and 5. A
connecting-strap 6 is threaded at its lower end
7 through the slot or elongated opening 5 of

the main portion of the connecting-strap,
and the outer end 8 of portion 7 is folded be-

" tween the main portion of strap 6 and portion

7, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 3. By folding
under end 8 of strap 6 and fastening this end
in said folded position the end 8 will be pre-
vented {rom unraveling or fraying, thereby
increasing the life. of the supporter, and as
the end 8 1s positioned contiguous to the con-
necting-plate 1 said plate will not be per-
mitted to work within the loop formed by
the folded lower end of strap 6, thereby
greatly lessening the wear of the connecting-

late.on the strap 6. It will therefore be
noted that the folded
means within the looped lower end of strap
6, which filling means bears against the con-
necting-plate.

and has for its object the im-

Tach of the plates 1 and 2 1s

plate 1, and the portion 7is folded back upon-

end 8 constitutes filling.

The connecting-strap 6 is threaded through
a clamp-plate 9 and thence through slot 5 of
the upper plate 2, and the upper end of strap
6 is fastened to a depending rib or bar 10 of
the clamp-plate 9 in the same manner as the
lower portion 7 of said strap 6. The clamp-
plate 9 is provided with ears 11 11, extend-
ing there@om upon opposite sides. Hach
ear is provided with a slot 12, and the body
of clamp-plate 9 is provided with slots 13 13,
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through which the connecting-strap 6 is -

threaded. The rib 10 is struck down from
the central portion of clamp-plate 9.

- Threaded through the slots or elongated
apertures 12 of the ears 11 are tabs 14. Kach
tab is provided at its edges with a continuous
reinforcing-strip 15, which strip overlaps the
top and under face of the tab, and its ends
are folded between the body of the tab and
its threaded end, as clearly seen in Fig. 3
and in the same manner as the ends of the
connecting-strap 6. It will therefore be seen
that I have provided tabs at the upper and
lower ends of the clamp-plate, each of which
tabs is provided with a single reinforcing-
strip, and the inner ends of the tab are folded
inwardly between the main body of the tab
and a parallel portion thereof, whereby the
tab will be prevented from fraying or unrav-
eling, and thereby greatly Increasing its
strength and life.

Secured to the upper connecting-plate 2
are upper straps 16 and 17. Strap 16 com-
prises & main portion 18, threaded through
slot 4 of plate 2, and the auxiliary threaded
end 187 is secured at 19 to the main portion
20 of strap 17. The main portion 20 of strap

17 is threaded through the slot 3, and the aux-

iliary end 20’ of strap 17 is fastened at 21 to
the main portion 18 of strap 16. By reason

‘of this peculiar connection of straps 16 and

17 a sliding movement of the straps is per-
mitted without causing any movement of the
rest of the supporter, and this movement is
desirable for preventing any unnecessary

wrench or pull upon the garment by reason.

of the different positions assumed by -the
wearer. Furthermore, it is to be noted that
the inner end of each strap is threaded
through the connecting-plate 2 and is secured
to the main portion of the other strap. The
outer end of each strap 16 and 17 is rein-
forced at 22, and contiguous to the reinforced
ends of the straps there is formed a button-
hole 23. . ,

The connections between the lower straps
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16* and 17* and plate 1 are the same as be-
tween the upper straps 16 and 17 and plate 2,
as will be clearly seen upon referring to Figs.
3 and 5. Each of the straps 16* and 17 is
provided with a similarly-constructed gar-
ment-attaching device.

Referring particularly to the enlarged sec-
tional view, Fig. 4, the lower end of one of
the straps 16> and 17 is folded back upon
itself at 24 and forms a loop within which a
metallic sleeve 25 is positioned. The looped
portion 26 of the strap 17 (or 162) fits snug
against the outer face of the reinforeing-
sleeve 25, and as the sleeve is provided with
parallel lips or extensions 27 27 rotary move-
ment thereof will be prevented, thereby ob-
viating any possibility of the sleeve wearing
upon the loop of strap 172. A hook 28 is
pivotally mounted in the sleeve 25. The

ook is subjected to considerable pivotal
movement by the user of the supporter, and
therefore as it is pivotally mounted in a me-
tallic sleeve 25 and said sleeve is held sta-
tionary within the loop of strap 17 there is
practically no wear on the loop of the strap,
and consequently the life of the supporter is
greatly increased. An auxiliary stud-plate
by having
its upper end folded around the upper end 30
of the folded portion 24 of strap 17%, and the
extreme upper end of said strap 29 is posi-
tioned between the folded portion 24 and the
main portion of said strap 17, as clearly illus-
trated in Fig. 4. The lower end of strap 29
is positioned contiguous to or abuttin
agamst the parallel lips 27 of sleeve 25, an
thereby prevents any longitudinal movement
of the sleeve with respect to the strap 172,
By this peculiar structure and arrangement
of the engaging ends of strap 17* and strap
29 the ends will be reinforced, as well as pre-
vent the same from unraveling or fraying.
Any suitable fastening means—as, for in-
stance, threads 32—extends transversely
through the interfolded ends of straps 172
and 29 and fixedly secures all of the folded
ends together, as well as sleeve 25 within the
folded portion of strap 174, The lower por-
tion of strap 29 is threaded through stud-
plate 33, and its extreme end 34 is folded par-
allel with the main portion of strap 29, the

“same as with the ends of the other straps, so

as to prevent raveling or fraying of the end.
Suitable fastening means secures the folded
end in this position. The stud-plate 33 is
provided with an ordinary stud 35. The

hook 28 is adapted to be positioned over the |

stud 35 after the
upon the stud. »
. The length of the hose-supporter can be
adjusted by the operator grasping either of
tabs 15 and drawing the clamp-plate 9 longi-
tudinally of the connecting-strap 6.
What I elaim is—

garment has been placed

1. A hose-supporter, comprising a plate,
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means for attaching one end of said plate to
a garment, a pair of straps threaded through

said plate, each strap comprising a main por-

tion and an integral, auxiliary portion, the
auxiliary portion secured to the main portion
of the other strap between the plate and its
outer end, the lower end of each strap falded
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back upon the main portion and formi 7 a

loop, a reinforcing - sleeve positioned wi 1in

the loop, said sleeve provided with par; lel
lips for preventing rotation of said slew.e
within said loop, a hook pivotally mounted
within the sleéve, an auxiliary stud-plate
strap in engagement-with the folded portion
of the first-mentioned strap and having its
upper end folded between the main portion
ot the strap and its folded portion and the ex-
treme upper end of said stud-plate strap po-

sitioned contiguous to the lips of the sleeve,

means fastening the interfolded ends of the
first-mentioned  strap and the -stud-plate
strap together and fixedly securing the sleeve
in the folded portion of the first-mentioned
strap, a stud—plfate provided with a stud, car-
ried by said stud-plate strap, the lower end
of the stud-plate strap folded parallel to and
between two portions of the stud-plate strap.

2. A hose-supporter provided with a strap,
sald strap provided with a loop at its lower
end, a stud-plate strap folded over the ex-
treme lower end of the strap and having its
upper end positioned between two portions
of said strap, a reinforcing-sleeve positioned
in the loop of the first-mentioned strap,
means extending from one side of said sleeve
for preventing rotary movement, a hook piv-
otally mounted i1 said sleeve, a stud-plate

provided with a stud, secured to said stud-

plate strap and coéperating with said hook.
3. A hose-supporter, comprising plates,
means adjustably connecting the inner ends
of said plates, pairs of straps extending out-
wardly and connected to the outer ends of
said plates, each strap of each pair compris-
ing a main and an auxiliary portion, the aux-
iliary portion threaded through a plate and
secured to the other strap of the pair inter-
mediate the plate and itsouter end, one pair
of said straps provided with stud-plate straps,

the upper ends of the stud-plate straps inter-

folded with the lower ends of said straps,
means securing the interfolded ends together,
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hooks pivotally mounted within the folded -

ends of said straps, reinforcing means sur-
rounding said hooks and positioned within
the folded ends of said straps, means for pre-
venting rotary movement of said reinforcing
means, and studs secured to said stud-plate
straps and codperating with said hooks.

4. A hose-supporter, comprising a pair of
connecting-plates, means adjustably connect-
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ing said plates, a strap secured to and extend- -

ing from each plate, one of said straps pro-
vided with a loop formed near its outer end,
a stud, means securing said stud to the
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looped end of said last-mentioned strap, a
reinforcing-sleeve provided with an exten-
sion projecting from one side, positioned
within the said loop, and said extension pre-

5 venting rotary movement of said sleeve with-

in said loop, and a hook pivotally mounted in
said sleeve and codperating with said stud.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in, presence of two witnesses.

EDNA MIDDLETON.

Witnesses:
-May R. Davis,
- I. M. TARVER.




