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° This invention relates to nail holders and
aims, among other objects, to provide an im-
proved tool for holding nails to be driven
through the ridges or crests of the corruga-
tions of corrugated sheet metal roofing and
the like. - R S

In the accompanying drawing showing a
preferred form of the mvention:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a'nail holder
embodying my improvements showing it in
nail holding position;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view taken between the
jaws of the tool shown in Fig. 1; .

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view
taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary side elevation of a

" modified form of holder.
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In nailing on metal roofing and siding it
is necessary to drive the nails in the crests
of the corrugations to avoid making leak-
ing holes in the channels.. Heretofore much
difficulty has been experienced in driving
nails through the ridges because they slip
off easily and, sometimes make holes in the
channels. This invention aims to provide a
tool that will hold a nail in the center of a
ridge and alsc may be used to press the sheet
down or against the sheathing.

To these ends I have shown a pair of
curved gripping jaws 10 pivoted. together
at one end and having means for gripping a
nail at the other end. Herein one of the
jaws is shown as having a boss 11 projecting

toward the other jaw and having a shallow

groove 12 in its face to receive a mail, while
the other jaw has a smooth face 13 'at its
end to engage the opposite side of the nail.
The jaw having the boss 11 is shown as
having an extension 14 beyond the nail grip-
ping portion with its edge curved to con-
form to the standard curvature of the corru-
gations of the corrugated sheet metal and
the lower end or edge of the boss is curved
so that, when the extension is held in. the
position shown, the nail is properly centered
on the corrugation and is ready to be driven
straight in. :
Referring to Figs. 1 and 2, the hinged por-
tion of the jaws is shown as comprising a
pair of ears 15 on cne jaw adapted to receive
between them a lug 16 on the other jaw so
that the outer edges of the ears acting against

the inner face of the opposed jaw will per--

mit only a slight hinging movement; a little
more than enough to provide for the inser-
tion of a nail in the gripping portion of the
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jaws.  This arrangement prevents the jaws
from being' opened. and spread out se that
they will have to be adjusted to the proper
position:to grip a nail, requiring some loss
of timie, :

Further referring to Figs. 1 and 2 and to
the shape of the handle portion of the jaws,
it will be noted that the bend of the handle
portionis such that it may be gripped or
grasped in one hand of the user and the hand
1s entirely outside of the path of the driving
hammer being used in the other hand.

Moreover, pressure applied to the handle

portion will serve to press any buckled sheets
of corrugated sheet metal against the surface
to which they are to be nailed. Some sheets
are damaged in shipment or are bent before
they are applied. - L

Referring to Fig. 4, there is shown an
adaptation of the invention to V-shaped
crimped roofing or siding. In this instance,
the roof engaging edge of one of the jaws

is made V-shaped to correspond with the

angles of inclination of the crimps to accu-
rately
crimps. ,

~ From the foregoing description it will be
seen that this invention provides a very
useful tool adapted to hold nails for apply-
ing sheet metal roofing or siding and for
other purposes. It eliminates the danger
of mashing fingers due to the points of the
nails slipping on the corrugation when the
are held between the index finger and thum

-according to the old custom. Moreover, it
‘holds a nail in exactly the right position to

be started through the crest of a corrugation
and can quickly be released from the nail,

after it is started, by releasing the gripping -

pressure on the jaws, Further, it eliminates

.the damaging of sheets. during application

because of misplaced hammer blows or be-
cause of slipping nails driven in the grooves
instead of the crests.

center nails on the ridges of the
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Obviously the present invention is not re-

stricted to the particular embodiment there-
of herein shown and described. Moreover,
it is not indispensable that all the features
of the invention be used conjointly, since
they may be employed advantageously in
various combinations and subcombinations.

What I cldim is: '

1. A device for holding nails to be driven
through corrugated - sheets comprising a
pair of curved gripping jaws hinged at one
end for limited pivotal movement; means at
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the other end for grasping and holding a
nail to be guided into the crest of a corru-
gation; and a curved edge associated with

one of said jaws adapted to conform to the

curvature of the corrugation and ensure
centering the nail on the crest thereof.

9. A device for holding nails to be driven
through roofing sheets and the like compris-
ing, in combination; a pair of curved jaws
hinged at one end for limited pivotal move-
ment; nail gripping means at the other end
including’a grooved boss on one of said Jaws
and a cooperating surface on the other jaw:;
one of said jaws having an extension: so
shaped on its lower edge as to conform to a
corrugation and guide the nail through the
crest thereof. ‘

3. A device for holding nails . to be driven

through corrugated sheets and the like com-
prising, in combination; a pair of carved
jaws pivoted together at one end and pre-
senting a handle or hand-gripping portion;
gripping means adjacent to the other end of
said jaws including an integral boss on one
of the jaws presenting a nail holding groove
and a nail grasping portion on the end of

the other jaw; and a projection extending be--

yond the gripping portion having a lower
edge shaped fo conform to a corrugation
whereby to position a nail centrally on the
crest thereof. :

In testimony that I claim the foregoing

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture. ‘

ISAAC N. WILLIAMS. ~
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