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2 Claims. 

The use of straps or strips of sheet rubber, each 
respective Strip of rubber being enclosed in a tube 
Of stretchable textile fabric to which the rubber 
Strip is Stitched in the direction of its length, in 

5 the manufacture of Waistbands and other gar 
ment Supporting bands has been extensively 
developed in a commercial way and the various 
stages of their development have been described 
and claimed in detail in certain United States 

10 patents. These patents are, however, limited to 
the stitching of the fabric to the rubber by means 
of lines of elastic stitching extending in the direc 
tion of the length of the band. Also, the strips of 
rubber fit closely within the fabric tube so that 

l5 when the garment supporting band is washed the 
shrinkage of the fabric in a lateral direction tends 
to distort the rubber so that it does not lay flat, 
and in pressing the band the rubber is apt to be 
Creased in Such a Way as to cause deterioration of 

20 the rubber, and an unsightly appearance of the 
Supporting band. Further, the longitudinal 
Stitching has the effect of forming a weakened 
line which in the course of a limited amount of 
wear and a few launderings causes the rubber to 

25 Separate into strips and to tear, shortening the 
life of the rubber as the elastic element of the 
band. All of these circumstances reduce the popu 
larity and hence the commercial value of the 
product. 
On the other hand, the manufacture of sheet 

rubber of which the rubber strips are made, has 
been so developed and improved that the sheet 
rubber now produced is incomparably superior in 
the manner in which it serves the function of the 
elastic element of a garment band to the woven 
rubber and fabric elastic tape previously used for 
this purpose. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

duce a garment band comprising a fabric mesh 
tube enclosing a strip of sheet rubber which serves 
as the elastic element of the band, the rubber 
being SO Secured and Supported in the tube as to 
a Void the dificulties pointed out and other dif 
ficulties previously encountered in the manufac 
ture of Waistbands and other garment Support 
ing bands of these materials. While the descrip 
tion and illustration apply more particularly to 
the use of this band as a beit or waistband for 
Supporting trousers or corresponding nether gar 
ments, it will be easily understood that it is ca 
pable of a more general application, being adapted 
for use in garters or as a waistband for a blouse 
Or shirtWaist, and for innumerable other purposes. 
In the accompanying drawing, I have illus 

trated a fabric and sheet rubber band embodying 
the features of the invention in the preferred 
form together With So much of a garment to 
which the band is applied as is necessary to a full 
and complete understanding of the invention and 

60 the manner of applying the same. 
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In the drawing: 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of 

the waist portion of a pajama or other type of 
trousers garment equipped with the waistband of 
the invention. 

Figure 2 is an elevation of a fragment of the 
Waistband, the tube being broken a Way to expOSe 
the rubber strip. 

Figure 3 is a horizontal section on the line 3, 3 
in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a vertical transverse section on the 
line 4, 4 in Figure 1. 

Figure 5 is a similar section of the band prior to 
attachment to the waist portion of the garment. 

Referring to the drawing by numerals, each 
of which is used to indicate the same or Similar 
parts in the different figures, the construction 
shown comprises particularly in Figures 1, 2 
and 4 a fragmentary portion of a mether gar 
ment, the portion 1 illustrated being located in 
the waist Zone of the same including the top 
edge 2 of the garment at the waist line. This 
top edge is shown as turned over at 3 forming 
a, hem or reinforced edge for convenience in at 
taching the Waistband. 
The waistband 4 consists of a tube 5 of 

stretchable woven textile fabric enclosing a flat 
strip. 6 of sheet rubber of highly elastic proper 
ties and preferably having the maximum of re 
sistance to the treatment received in laundering, 
i. e., resistance to heat, soap and other Solvents. 
The fabric tube 5 in the preferred form as 

shown, though it may be otherWise formed, con 
sists of a strip of the textile material folded Over 
on itself, the fold 7 extending longitudinally at 
the top. 
As shown, one longitudinal edge portion 8 Of 

the fabric is of greater width than the other edge 
9, and extends beyond the same, being folded at 
the bottom at 10 and turned upwardly, the ex 
treme edge 11 of the wider edge portion 8 being 
laid over and overlapped in its relation to the 
extreme edge 12 of the narrow edge portion 9. 
These edges are then Stitched by a line of zigzag 
stitching or in any preferred manner at 14, and 
the top edge portion 7 is stitched through and 
through joining the two walls of the tube by a 
line of zigzag stitching 15, both lines of stitching 
extending in the direction of the length of the 
band and parallel to the edges 11, 12, the fold 10 
likewise extending longitudinally. These lines of 
zigzag stitching for which any suitable laterally 
spaced or other stitching may be substituted, are 
located at a distance from the corresponding 
edges of the rubber strip 6 which provides for the 
lateral shrinkage of the tube 5. Without Wrinkling, 
folding or distortion of the sheet rubber strip 
and the stitching at the top edge at 15 also pre 
vents the unsightly deformation of the top edge 
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