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with a light beam to sinter or to melt and solidify the powder located in
the given area, and a solidified layer is thereby formed; and (ii) a step in
which a new powder layer is formed on the solidified layer and a given
area of the new powder layer is irradiated with a light beam to form an-
other solidified layer. The process is further characterized by forming a
local gas flow within the chamber and making the local gas flow be ac-
companied by at least some of the fumes generated by the light beam ir-
radiation.
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