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To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, THOMAS J. GORMAN, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Paper-Files, which will, 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings, be hereinafter fully described, and spe 
cifically defined in the appended claim. 
In said drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of 

my newspaper-file as when opened for the re 
ception of the papers. Fig. 2 is a top plan 
view of the file when closed. Fig. 3 is an en 
larged view of the outer end of the file as 
when opened. Fig. 4 is a section online y), 
Fig. 2, and as looking to the left in said figure. 
Fig. 5 is a figure similar to Fig. 4, but only 
showing the means for securing the file when 
closed. Fig. 6 shows the file with the paper 
therein. 
This invention relates to a device in which 

newspapers are secured at the point where 
doubled and are thereby held for the purpose 
of perusal; and it consists in features of nov 
elty that will be next herein described, and 
then particularly defined in the appended 
claim. 

Referring again to said drawings, a repre 
sents the half of the file to which handleb is 
affixed, a suitable terminal c being secured to 
the opposite end, and for convenience a screw 
eye d may be secured therein. The opposite 
half of the file is shown at e, and the halves 
a e are united by one or more thin buttsf, as 
shown. At the ends of parte it is united with 
part a by means of a thong A, of leather, 
webbing, or other strong flexible material, 
which is best shown in Fig. 5 as commencing 
at g, extending thence across the inner face 
of part a, then turning and extending across 
the inner face of part e, thence turning and 
passing around the outside of both parts a 
and e, as shown at p, the bight of parth being 
stitched through part p and also stitched at 

g, it extending from g to k and having se 
cured to part k a hollow button l, that ex 
pands and catches over the stud n., secured in 
part p, thus constituting a self-closing clasp. 
The thong A thus serves both to secure the 
two halves of the file together, while permit 
ting angular movement thereof, thereby act 
ing as a very convenient and durable form of 
hinge auxiliary to the buttf, and at the same 
time carries the button and stud by which the 
halves are fastened together when closed. A 
Series of small nails or spurs it is secured in 
one of the halves, which close into holes 
formed in the other half, so as to firmly hold 
the paper in place, 
My file is simple and easy of construction, 

it is quickly applied to the paper or removed 
therefrom, and is durable and convenient. 
All that is requisite is to open it, as shown in 
Fig. 1, then place the paper therein and close 
the file, thus forcing the spurs through the 
paper, and then secure the fastenings at the 
ends, which is all the Work of a moment, 

I claim as my inventionals 
In a paper-file, the combination, with two 

plano-convex holding- strips, of a flexible 
thong passing around the strips at or near 
their ends to serve as a hinge, one part of 
said thong being contiguous to the plane 
faces of the strips and the adjoining part con 
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tiguous to the convex faces thereof, the two 
parts of the thong being secured together be 
tween the strips and also on the outer side 
of one of said strips, and the thong having 
a prolongation carrying a fastening device 
adapted to register, when the file is closed, 
with a correlative device secured to the out 
side of the convex portion of the thong. 

THOMAS J. GORMAN. 
Witnesses: 

T. W. PORTER, 
EUGENE HUMPHREY. 
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