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26, 1918. Serial No. 242,013,

To all whom it may CONCETN! :
Be it known that I, Ausgrr F. Frrerp, a

citizen of the ‘United States, residing at -

Newark, in the county ot Hssex and State of
New Jersey. have invented certain new and
useful Tmprovements in Clamps for Sewing
Machines, of which the following is a spec-
ification, reference being had therein to the
accompanying drawings. = .

This invention relates to clamps for hold-
ing stitch-forming instrumentalities of sew-
ing machines. . .

It aims to provide a new and improved
form of clamp for holding the shanks of
loopers, needles or the like which is simple
in construction, efficient in operation and not
costly to manufacture. Coon

The present application is a division of

; LR S S )
my copending application Serial No. 206,197,
filed December 8, 1917. )

The invention is embodied n a clamp hav-
ing a pair of parallel cylindrical sockets
separated by a narrow tongue of metal and
adapted to receive the shanks of loopers.
The sockets may be constructed about the
shanks of the loopers by tightening a screw
passing loosely through one of two slightly
elastic arms which are separated by a slot
communicating with each of the parallel
sockets, the screw being threaded into the
other of the two elastic arms so that when it
is tightened the arms will be sprung slightly
toward each other.

The invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings in which Tig. 1 is & side

elevation of the clamp with loopers posi-
tioned therein and Fig. 2 is a plan view
thereof in the direction of extent of the
shank receiving sockets. :

The clamp is in the form of a block 1 or
metal which is provided with a pair of sock-
ets 2 separated by a narrow tongue or wall
of metal 8 and each communicating with a
narrow slot or incision 4 between two elastic
clamping arms ov elements 5 and ¢ into the
former of which is threaded a serew 7 loosely
passing through the latter. The block may

be secured in any suitable manner to a shaft

or bar of the sewing machine, as illustrated,
being provided with a bore 8 and screw 9
adapted to grip a looper-shaft 10 of ‘the
machine. PN
While the axes of the sockets 2 and the
walls defining the slot 4 are preferably par-

allel they nééd not be made so. And while
the sockets or apertures 2 have been shown
circular it will be obvious that their form
may be varied within the’ spirit and scope of
the invention. o =

With the clamp of the described constrie-
tion loopers of the form shown at 11 or
needles and the like may have their shanks
secured tightly in position by a simple op-
eration, each shank being firmly held by con-
striction’ of ‘the socket walls thereabouts.
The clamp is simple to manufacture re-

quiring but two drilling and -one milling .
-operation to fashion the sockets 2 and slot

4. Owing to the constriction grip about the
shanks of the implements there is no likeli-
hood of roughing the shanks thereof and
owing to the arrangement of the clamp-serew
7 no likelihood of its end threads being

marred and jamming. = Further the disposi- -

tion of the clamp-screw 7 permits of its

-being made of a size convenient to manipu-

late and proof against thread strippage.

Having thus set forth the nature of the in-
vention, what T claim herein js—

1. A clamp for stitch-forming instrumen-
talities comprising a clamp member having
a plurality of apertures arranged side-by-
side and also provided with a single incision
extending transverse to the common plane of
the axes of said apertures and communicat-
ing with each of said apertures to form op-

posed clamping members, and means for.
adjusting said elements to -contract said -

apertures to grip the shanks of instrumen-
talities positioned therein.

2. A clamp for sewing machines having
a pair of spaced sockets extending in the
same direction, 2 wall between said sockets;
a pair of spaced elastic clamping arms on
opposite sides of said wall and on the same
side 'of said sockets, and means for draw-
Ing said arms together and simultaneously
constricting said sockets to grip the shanks
of members that may be positioned in said
sockets against opposite sides of said wall.

3. A clamp having a plurality of spaced
sockets arranged side by side and extending
in the same general direction, said clamp
also provided with a slot opening at one end
through-the side of the clamp and communi-
cating at the other end with each of the
said -sockets, and means for drawingto-

gether the side walls of the slot to contract
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the sockets about the shanks of instrumen-

talities adapted to be arranged therein.

4. A multiple shank-clamp for similar
stitch-forming instrumentalities having a
pair of spaced parallel sockets extending
1n the same direction and also provided with
a -slot defined by walls intersecting said

“sockets throughout their length, and means

for drawing together the walls defining the
slot in order to contract the sockets about the

shanks of instrumentalities adapted to be

arranged therein, said. walls defining the

“slot being transverse to a plané containing

the axes of said sockets. .

1,404,750

5. A clamp for holding a plurality of
loopers by their shanks comprising a block

having apertures therein separated par-

tially at least by a portion of the block, said
block being provided with an incision open
externally at one end and communicating
with said apertures, and a single tension
member for reducing said incision and con-
tracting sald apertures about the shanks of
loopers positioned therein. . :

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification. L

ALBERT F. FIFIELD.
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