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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A flexible bag having a plurality of side pockets for
holding ice cubes adjacent the sides of a container for
cooling the contents stored in the container, The bag has
an outer cover surrounding an inner liner. The liner is
attached to the inside of the cover to form longitudinal
pockets accommodating the ice. The bottom of the liner
has a plurality of holes for draining water to the bottom
of the cover. A closure cord is ussd to close the top of
the bag about the container.

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Beverage containers, as ponies, quarter barrels, tappers
and the like, are conventionally cooled in large containers,
as wash tubs, garbage cans, barrels and the like, storing
ice and water around the container. These cooling con-
tainers are awkward to transport, as they are not col-
lapsible and are relatively expensive to use for temporary
cooling. In order to prevent the rapid melting of the ice
and retain the cold air around the top of the beverage con-
tainer, it is necessary to cover the container with a blanket,
newspaper, or other material, All of the cooling apparatus
must be transported to a location, as a picnic ground,
where the beverage is to be dispensed. Furthermore, after
the beverage is consumed, it is necessary to transport the
bulky cooling container and covering back to a storage
location,

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The invention relates to a low cost collapsible and dis-
posable apparatus for holding articles adjacent the mem-
ber, as a dispensing container. The apparatus comprises an
outer cover having an open end of a size to surround the
container. Located within the cover is an inner liner
forming at least one pocket with the cover for holding
articles, as ice cubes or other cooling agents, adjacent the
sides of the dispensing container. The liner permits the
water from the melting ice to flow to the botiom of the
cover and retains the ice evenly around the dispensing
container. A closure means cooperates with the mouth
of the cover to enclose the dispensing container within
the cover, with the inner liner in engagement with the
dispensing container,

An object of the invention is to provide a low cost
disposable bag for holding ice adjacent a dispensing con-
tainer. A further object of the invention is to provide a
foldable, portable, small bag which is used to evenly
distribute a cooling agent around a dispenser, as a pony
of beer. Another object of the invention is to provide an
apparatus for holding articles which is formed from a one-
piece member that is easy to manufacture and reliable in
use.

IN THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of a dispensing container
located within the apparatus of the invention shown in
section;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along the line 2—2 of
the apparatus of the invention;

FIG. 3 is an elevational view of the apparatus of the in-
vention with parts broken away to illustrate the interior
of the apparatus;
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FIG. 4 is a top view of the opened upper end of the
apparatus of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a blank of sheet material used
to make the apparatus of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a plan view showing the first folding of the
blank of FIG. 5; and

FIG. 7 is a plan view showing the second and final
folding of the blank to form the apparatus of the in-
vention.

Referring to the drawings, there is shown in FIG. 1 the
apparatus of the invention, indicated generally at 19,
shown as a flexible and disposable bag positioned about a
dispensing container 11, as a pony or quarter barrel of
beer. The container 11 can be any article or container that
can be enclosed in the apparatus of the invention. For ex-
ample, the container 11 can be a box for storing food
products, as milk, eggs, meat and the like. Attached to
the top of the container 1% is a conventional tapping
spigot 12 having an air pump 13 used to dispense quanti-
ties of beverage stored in the container. The apparatus 10
of the invention is used to evenly store quantities of ice
14 around the container so that the beverage will remain
cool as long as the ice remains in the bag. The ice 14
may be replaced with other cooling agents, as pre-frozen
liquid containers, frozen gel, dry ice and the like.

The apparatus 16 has a cylindrical outer cover 16 sur-
rounding a cylindrical inner liner 17. The liner 17 is
longitudinally attached to the inside of the cover 16
along longitudinal lines or seams 18, 19, 20, and 21 there-
by forming longitudinal pockets 22, 23, 24, and 25 cir-
cumferentially around the liner 17. The top end of each
pocket is open. As shown in FIG. 4, the outer cover 16
has a larger circumference than the inner liner 17 to
provide substantial cross sectional areas for the pockets.
Each side of the liner 17 is of a length equal to a cord
extended between adjacent attaching seams. The relative
lengths of the cover and liner may vary to change the sizes
of the pockets.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the inner liner 17 has a
circumferential lower end seam 26 spaced from the bot-
tom of the cover 16. The bottom of the liner 17 is secured
to the inside of the cover 16 and has a plurality of open-
ings or holes 27 which permit the drainage of water from
the pockets 22, 23, 24 and 25 into the bottom chamber
28 of the cover 16. Seam 26 may be spaced from 4 to
10 or more inches above the bottom of the cover.

The top end 29 of the bag has an open mouth of a
size which permits the bag to be slipped over the container
11. A closure means 31, as a drawstring or cord, is used
to close the open end 29 about the tapping spigot 12. This
limits the movement of air from the inside of the bag
and thereby traps and insulates cold air inside the bag
around the container 11. The closure means 31, as shown
in FIGS. 3 and 4, is attached to an upper portion of the
cover. This places the closure means 31 in a convenient
position so that it can be wrapped around the tapping
spigot. The closure means 31 may be a separate member
or clamp which serves to close the top of the bag. The
top edge of the cover and liner can be reinforced with a
seam, bead, or hem.

Referring to FIGS. 5, 6, and 7, there is shown the struc-
ture and method of forming the entire apparatus 10 from
a single flat piece of sheet material. The outline of the
blank 33 is shown in FIG. 5. The cover portion 16 has a
rectangular shape and is joined at a fold line 34 to the
inner lining portion 17. The liner portion 17 is shorter
in width and length than the cover portion 16 and is
divided into four equally upright spaced sections A, B,
C, and D, indicated by upright lines 36, 37, and 38. The
cover portion is also divided into four equally spaced
upright sections E, F, G, and H, with lines 364, 37A,
and 38A. The width of each section, E to H, is greater
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than the width of each section, A to D. The differences
in the widths between these sections determine the size
of the pockets.

The blank 33 can be a single sheet of flexible plastic,
as polyethylene, Mylar and the like, canvas, rubberized
cloth, rubber treated paper, and burlap. In addition, the
material can be coated with a paint, plastic or rubber, to
reflect heat and light. The blank 33 is illustrated as a single
piece of heat sealable plastic. After the blank of the size
and shape of FIG. 5 is formed, the inner liner 17 is folded
along the fold line 34 to the position as shown in FIG.
6. The opposite ends of the blank are aligned. The pockets
are formed by heat sealing the material along the linear
attachment seams 18, 19, and 21, and along the bottom
seam 26 to form the pockets 22, 23, 24, and 25. The
blank 33 is illustrated as forming four separate pockets.
Additional pockets can be formed by heat sealing addi-
tional upright portions of the liner to the cover.

As shown in FIG. 7, the bag 10 is completed by folding
the pocketed member, shown in FIG. 6, along the heat
seal line 18. The folded longitudinal edges are aligned and
heat sealed to form the seam 20. The bottom portion of
the bag is closed with the heat seal seam 32. The closure
means 31 can be grommeted to the top of the bag or
heat sealed right in the seam 20.

The process of making the container 10 from a single
blank 33 has been illustrated with a sheet of plastic. The
bag can be made from a single sheet of cloth, or similar
material. After the blank is cut, it can be folded in a
similar manner and stitched with a sewing machine or
stapled together to form the completed bag. Alternatively,
the bag can be formed by the use of adhesive material
which bonds the portions of the bag together to form the
pockets between the liner and the cover.

An alternative method of making the bag 10 from a
single blank of sheet material comprises the steps of form-
ing the blank in a configuration as shown in FIG. 5. The
inner liner 17 is rolled and attached to the inside of the
cover along fold line 34. In a similar manner, the outer
cover 16 is rolled or turned over the rolled inner liner
17 and attached to the outside of the fold line 34. A plu-
rality of longitudinal seams are then used to secure the
inner liner to the outer cover to form the pockets. The
inner liner, being smaller in diameter than the outer cover,
provides the pockets with a sufficient size to accommo-
date a plurality of ice cubes, or similar cooling members.
The bag is completed by closing the end 32.

While there has been shown and described a preferred
embodiment and method of making the apparatus and the
preferred utilization of the apparatus to cool a dispens-
ing container, it is understood that modifications, changes
and alterations in the apparatus and method can be made
by those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope of the invention. Furthermore, the apparatus can
be utilized to locate any type of articles adjacent a con-
tainer or member for the purpose of cooling and/or stor-
ing the articles adjacent the member.

The embodiments of the invention in which an ex-
clusive property or privilege is claimed are defined as
follows:
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What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for holding ice adjacent a member to
cool the member comprising: a water impervious outer
cover having an open top end, a closed bottom end, and
a continuous sidewall of a size to surround the member
and an inner liner smaller than the outer cover located
within and attached to the outer cover forming at least
one side pocket between the liner and the cover for ice
adjacent the member, said inner liner having an open
top end and an open bottom, the lower edge of said inner
liner being secured to the outer cover above the closed
bottom end, the lower portion of said imner liner having
at least one hole whereby water from the ice flows from
the side pocket into the bottom of the cover.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein: the bottom por-
tion of the liner is provided with a plurality of holes
whereby liquid can flow from the liner into the bottom
of the cover.

3. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein: the inner liner is
flexible sheet material extended around the member.

4. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein: the inper liner
is secured to the cover with longitudinally spaced means
to form a plurality of circumferentially spaced pockets.

5. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein: the cover and
inner liner are formed from a single piece of sheet ma-
terial.

6. The apparatus of claim 5 wherein: the sheet material
is a flexible plastic sheet.

7. The apparatus of claim 1 including: means to
close the open top end of the cover and the top end of
the liner.

8. The apparatus of claim 1 including: cord means
attached to an upper portion of the cover adapted to close
the open end of the cover.

9. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein: the cover and
inner liner are a single sheet member having a first sec-
tion longitudinally folded over a second section, the lower
end of the first section being secured to the second sec-
tion and upright adjacent portions of the first section
and second section being secured together to form at
least one pocket between the first section and the second
section, said folded first and second sections being longi-
tudinally folded and secured along the peripheral edges to
form the outer cover and inner liner.

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein: a plurality of
spaced upright adjacent portions are secured together
to form a plurality of pockets.
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