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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ADAM SPAHN, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Louisville, 
in the county of Jefferson and State of Ken 
tucky, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Bindersfor Books, of which 
the following is a specification. 
As is well known, blank checks furnished 

by banks are bound together in books, and 
each check is provided with a stub upon 
which the record of the check is kept and 
which is left in the book when the check is 
removed. Order books are also frequently 
arranged in the same manner. The binding 
of check books is a considerable item of ex 
pense to the banks, especially if it is desired 
to furnish them in a neat and substantial 
binding, which is desired in the case of large 
business institutions. 
The objects of my improvement are, to 

Exile a binder which may be easily applied 
y any one to an assemblage of checks and 

stubs arranged in the form of a pad, from 
which the pad of stubs may be easily re 
moved after the checks have been used, 
which may be applied to a new pad, and to 
provide a strong and handsome binder, 
which may be used over and over again. 
These objects I attain by means of the device 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in 
which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
binder applied to a book; Fig. 2, a transverse 
sectional view on the line A-B of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3, a partial longitudinal sectional view 
on the line C-D of Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a top plan 
view of a check book; Fig. 5, a detail view of 
the hinge-bar; and Fig. 6, a detail view show 
ing another construction of the hinge-bar. 

Similar reference numerals refer to similar 
parts throughout the several views of the 
drawings. 
The check or other book 1 is made up of 

plain sheets piled one upon the other in the 
usual way. The book is preferably gummed 
on the back so as to form a pad, although this 
is not necessary and for some purposes is 
preferably omitted. Perforations 2 may be 
made through the pile of stubs near the back, 
and the stubs may be fastened together by 
means of the conventional paper fastener 3 
which has a round head and a double tongue, 
which is bent over in opposite directions on 
top of the book. Notches 4 are cut in the 
back of the book to accommodate binding 
screws. The check book may be perforated 

or scored at 5 in the usual way, to facilitate 
removing the checks from the stubs. Cover 
boards 6 are provided, preferably made quite 
heavy and attractive. Two binding-plates 
of metal, 7 and 8, are provided. These have 
screw-posts 9 and 10 respectively riveted or 
otherwise rigidly secured in them. The 
screw-posts 9 and 10 are threaded right and 
left, and nuts correspondingly threaded right 
and left are screwed on them. When nuts 
11 are turned they spread apart or bring to 
gether posts 9 and 10 and their attached 
binding-plates 7 and 8. The nuts 11 are pro 
vided with faces, being preferably hexagon, 
and each face is provided with a wrench hole 
12 by which the nuts may be turned with a 
common wire nail or piece of wire. The 
notches 4 are made of sufficient size so that 
the initial tightening of nuts 11 may be done 
with the fingers. Binding-plate 7 is pro 
vided with holding-lugs 13, preferably cone 
shaped, at positions corresponding with the 
location of the holes 2 and fasteners 3 of the 
book. Binding-plate 8 is correspondingly 
provided with depressions 14, to receive the 
heads of fasteners 3. In this way the book 
is firmly locked in the binding plates against 
falling out or displacement. When the 
holes 2 and fasteners 3 are not used, binding 
plates 7 and 8 hold merely by pressure and 
friction. 
The backs 6 are attached to plates 7 and 

8 by means of hinge-rods 15, which are made 
preferably of round stock and U shaped, as 
shown in Fig. 5, although, if preferred the 
two hinge-rods may be made integral, as 
shown in Fig. 6, the rod extending entirely 
across the rear edge of cover 6 and then hav 
ing a return bend at each end. One leg of 
the U shaped hinge-bar is preferably secured 
rigidly to the back 6 by means of a spring 
clamp, 16, that extends the entire width of 
the cover 6 and forward on each side of the 
cover a distance sufficient to secure a firm 
frictional hold thereon, and the other end is 
inserted to have pivotal movement in a 
socket formed longitudinally in each end of 
bars 7 and 8. It will be understood that 
with this construction of the hinge, the back 
may be folded over to open perfectly flat, as 
shown by the dotted line in Fig. 3, so that it 
is entirely out of the way and gives perfect 
access to the leaves of the book. 
The use of my improved binder is now ob 

vious. The check books, or other books, are 
furnished in the form of pads. Binding 
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plates 7 and 8 are opened or separated by 
turning nuts 11 in the proper direction. The 
back 1 is inserted between the binding-plates, 
nuts 1 are manipulated with the fingers 
until plates 7 and 8 come into firm contact 
with the book and are then screwed up tight 
with any suitable instrument, such as a 
Wrench, or any round piece of metal that 
may be at hand. After the checks in that 
particular book have been all used, the book 
of stubs may be removed from the binder 
and a new book inserted. 
The binding plates 7 and 8 may be of pol 

ished metal. There may also be a polished 
metal binding on the rear edge of backs 6, 
and the backs may be handsomely embel 
lished and suitably printed, because they 
are substantially made and can be used re 
peatedly. 

Having thus described my invention I 
claim:- 

1. In a binder for books, backs, binding 
plates, said backs being hinged to said bind 
ing-plates, right and left threaded binding 
posts secured in adjacent sides of said bind 
ing-plates, nuts correspondingly threaded 
and joining said binding-plates to clamp said 
binding-plates and compress a book between 
them, and a book provided with notches in 
its back to receive and accommodate said 
binding-posts and nuts. 

2. In a binder for books, backs, binding 
RE clamping-screws for clamping said 
inding-plates on the back of a book, a book 

provided with open notches in its back to re 
ceive and accommodate said binding-screws, 
said book being provided with holes for fas 
teners, and paper fasteners in said book, one 
of said binding-plates being provided with 
depressions to receive the heads of said paper 
fasteners, and the other of said binding 
plates being provided with lugs to enter be 
tween the tongues of said paper fasteners so 
as to locate and securely hold said book. 

3. In a binder for books, covers, binding 
E. for clamping the rear edge of the book 
etween them, and hinges joining said covers 
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to said binding plates consisting of a rod ex 
tending entirely across the cover and then 
having a return bend at each end thereof to 
Ey. engage said binding plates, said 
inge rods being secured to the rear edges of 

said covers by means of spring clamps fric 
tionally engaging said covers. 

4. In a binder for books, covers, binding 
plates, right and left threaded binding-posts 
secured in adjacent sides of said binding 
plates, nuts correspondingly threaded and 
ioining said binding-plates to clamp said 
binding-plates and compress a book between 
them, and a book provided with notches in 
its back to receive and accommodate said 
binding-posts and nuts, said covers attached 
to said binding-plates by hinge members con 
sisting of a rod extending entirely across the 
cover and then having a return bend at each 
end thereof to pivotally engage said binding 
plates, said hinge rods being secured to the 
rear edges of said covers by means of spring 
clamps frictionally engaging said covers. 

5. In a binder for books, covers, binding 
plates, clamping-screws for clamping said 
binding-plates on the back of a book, a book 
provided with open notches in its back to re 
ceive and accommodate said binding-screws, 
said book being provided with holes for fas 
teners, and paper fasteners in said book, one 
of said binding-plates being provided with 
depressions to receive the heads of said paper 
fasteners, and the other of said binding-plates 
being provided with lugs to enter between 
the tongues of said paper fasteners, so as to 
locate and securely hold said book, a hinge 
member consisting of a rod extending en 
tirely across the cover and then having a re 
turn bend at each end thereof to pivotally 
engage said binding plates, said hinge rods 
being secured to the rear edges of said covers 
by means of spring clamps frictionally en 
gaging said covers. 

ADAM SPAHN. 
Witnesses: 

D. B. MEDANICH, 
M. C. ROLLWAGE. 
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