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Each year it becomes more and more com-
mercial practice to manufacture food prod-
ucts, place them at the factory in individual

. containers in which they are delivered to the
* & ultimate user without intermediate handling,

- The advantages, sanitary and otherwise of

this practice, are so well known that it is un-
necessary to enumerate them here.

The object of this invention is to provide

10 a double receptacle carton for use in accord-
ance with this practice in which not only a
measured quantity of ice cream or other
edible product can be placed at the factory,
but in which a napkin and spoon or other

15 equipment, more or less required in eating the
product, can also be placed without, however,
contacting the ice cream or the like prior to
handling by the ultimate consumer.

The invention consists in a device capable

20 of attaining the foregoing and other objects;
which can be easily and cheaply made; which
is satisfactory in use and not readily liable
to get out of order. _

More particularly the invention consists
in numerous features and details of construc-
tion hereafter more fully set forth in the spec-
ification and claims.

Referring to the drawings in which like
numerals represent the same parts through-
out the several views:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of mecha-
nism illustrating this invention as it appears
after loading and when handed to the con-
sumer. '

Figure 2is a perspective view of the compo-
nent parts of the mechanism of this inven-
tion separated one from the other.

Figure 8 is a vertical, sectional, detail
view on the line 3—3 of Figure 1.

The subject matter of the foregoing figures
was shown, described and claimed in an
earlier application, Serial Number 35,540,
filed June 8, 1925, and abandoned at the in-
stant of the filing of this application, which
incorporates the same subject matter.

Figure 4 is a perspective view of a modi-
fied form of structure of this invention in
which the closing flaps are upon the box 20
of Figure 2 instead of upon the side walls of
the outer carton.

Figure b is a sectional, detail view on the
line 5—5 of Figure 4.

Figure 6 is a perspective view correspond-
ing to the upper one-third of Figure 2, show-
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ing the spoon and napkin for insertion in the
device of Figures 4 to 8, inclusive,

Tigure 7 is a perspective view of the nap-
kin-spoon receptacle, showing the cover flaps
open.

Figure 8 is a perspective view of the outer
carton box itself, the napkin-spoon receptacle
being removed therefrom. :

In carrying out this invention, a tubular,

‘preferably but not necessarily rectangular

and slightly conical, food product containing
carton 1s provided. In the particular em-
bodiment of the invention shown in the draw-
ings, a bottom 10, upwardly flaring end walls
12 and side walls 14 are provided.” The side
walls are equipped at their upper edges with
end flaps 16 and side flaps 18 adapted to fit
and lock together in any conventional man-
ner, preferably but not necessarily as shown
in the drawing.

Insertable inside the upper portion of the
carton is a small tray 20 adapted to hold and
retain a paper napkin 22 and small paper
spoon 24 or other implements to be used in
eating the ice cream 26, or the like, ultimately
placed in the lower portion of the carton.
This tray 20 is held in the upper part of the
carton by any suitable means—in the par-
ticular case here illustrated by horizontal ribs
28 stamped or otherwise suitably formed on
the side walls 12 and 14 of the carton at the
proper distance from the top so that all of
the parts when in salable form will assume
the position of Figure 8. These ribs 28 are of
some importance in that, as clearly shown in
Figure 8, they project into the cartons suffi-
ciently to closely embrace the lower corners
30 of the tray 20 and thus effectively seal the
ice cream contents 26 in the lower portion of
the carton. They also constitute an accurate
guide showing-to what height the ice cream
or the like is to be inserted in the empty
carton. '

The carton may be made of any conven-
tional flexible material used in articles of this
class but is preferably made of paper coated
with paraffine as shown, described and
claimed in the prior application of Frank L.
Broeren, Serial Number 6,249, filed Febru-
ary 2, 1925. :

In commercial use of the device of this in-
vention, a carton constructed in accordance
with the invention is, at the factory, filled
with ice cream 26 up to a point just below
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the ribs 28 or other devices which define a
downward movement of the tray 20 inside
the carton. The tray 20 is then loaded with
a napkin and spoon or other equipment and
pressed into place, the fit between tray and
walls of the carton being preferably close
enough so as to make substantially an air

" tight seal.

The flaps 16 and 18 are then folded into
place and the loaded device is, as in the case
of ice cream, placed in an ice box until re-
quired for sale, as, for instance, in a theater
or the like where ordinary table equipment
is not present.

To facilitate removal of the tray 20 from

the carton, one or more edges of the tray
may be equipped with a tab 34 readily grasp-
able by the hand of the operator:
- In the modified structure of Figures 4 to
8, inclusive, an external material carrying
carton 40 is provided, differing from carton
14 only in that the closure flaps are entirely
omitted. The carton 40 has at a little dis-
tance below its upper edge horizontal ribs 42,
corresponding in function to ribs 28 of the
preferred construction. Insertable inside
carton 40 and resting upon the ribs 42 is a
napkin-spoon containing tray 44 preferably
of the same flexible material as the carton
adapted to receive its own napkin 46 and
spoon 48 in the manner clearly shown in Fig-
ure 5. The extreme upper edges of the side
walls of tray 44 are equipped with closure
flaps 50—52—54 and 56 adapted to fold over
the napkin and spoon in the tray in a con-
ventional manner shown in Figure 5, before
the tray—with the napkin and spoon in it—
is placed in carton 40 to seal thie ice cream 58,
or other commercial contents, of the carton in
the manner clearly shown in Figure 5. In
this modified construction, the frictional con-
tact between the outer walls of tray 44 and
the inner upper walls of carton 40 is sufficient
to retain the tray in sealing position against
the ribs 42 of carton 40 and thus exclude the
air, dirt, etc., from the ice cream 58 or the
like within the carton.

The alternative construction of Figures
4 to 8, inclusive, has the advantage over the
preferred construction: that the napkin- 46
and the spoon 48 can be enclosed in the tray
44 under the closure flaps 50—56 in the fac-
tory which makes the cartons and sent in this
sanitary, packed condition to the ice cream
factory and maintained in this condition
until finally opened by the ultimate consumer
of the ice cream or the like 58 which is ulti-
mately sold within the carton 40.

Attention is called to the fact that none of
the cover flaps 50—56 protrude beyond the

- side walls of the tray and so do not interfere
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with the downward movement of the closed
spoon and napkin carrying tray, to proper
position on the stop ribs 42.

In the preferred construction, the tray 44,
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its side walls and cover flaps are all in one.

As the vertical side edges T0 of the side
walls of the tray 44 are all separate one from
another, i, e., are never fastened one to an-
other; as each side wall is integral with the
bottom of the tray; and bent up therefrom
along straight lines 72; and, as the board ma-

terial of the tray is more or less elastic, it is

obvious that the side walls with attached
cover flaps 50—52—54—56 tend normally to
spring outward as clearly shown in Figure 7
and that this outward spring action is over-
come when the tray is forced into the top of
carton 40 as shown in Fig. 5, with the result
that the spring pressure of the side walls of

-the tray against the walls of the carton pro-
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duces a sealing action which is completely -

effective, particularly against such materials
as ice cream, butter and the like.

The inward movement of the side walls of
the tray, as the parts reach the position of
Fig. 5, also serves to push tongue 76 on flap
56 more completely into slot 78 in flap 52 than
would otherwise Ke the case, thus very effi-
ciently securing the cover flaps 56—52 in
closed position. ’
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Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is: ,

1. In the art described, in combination, an
open top carton of flexible material, a one
piece closed tray of substantially less depth
than the carton, insertable inside the top of
the carton, means keeping the tray from en-
tering the carton beyond a predetermined
distance, and said tray including foldable
flaps attached to the side walls of the tray and
extending inwardly thereon.

2. In the art described, in combination, a
carton of flexible material, a tray of substan-
tially less depth than the carton, insertable
inside the top of the carton immediately be-
low its top, means on a side wall of the car-
ton keeping the tray from entering the carton
beyond a predetermined distance, and means
integral with the walls of the tray, extending
only inwardly of said walls covering the tray
when the parts are assembled.

3. In the art described, in combination, an
open top carton of flexible material, a tray
of substantially less depth than the carton,
insertable inside the top of the carton, means
Ikeeping the tray from entering the carton be-
yond a predetermined distance, and means
carried by the tray, located when closed, only,
inside the vertical planes of its side walls
excluding access to the tray, the side walls
of the tray springing into locking engage-
ment with the inner side walls of the carton.

4. In the art described, in combination, a
carton of flexible material, a tray of substan-
tially less depth than the carton, insertable
inside the top of the carton immediately be-
low its top, horizontal ribs stamped on a side
wall of the carton keeping the tray from en-
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tering the carton beyond a predetermined
distance, also serving as a marker for the con-
tents to be inserted, and means integral with
the walls of the tray covering the tray when
the parts are assembled, the side walls of the
tray springing into locking engagement with
the inner side walls of the carton.

5. In combination, a pair of open top car-
tons of flexible material, each including a
bottom and four walls, one of said cartons
being of less depth than the other and insert-
able therein, ledges embossed inwardly in the
walls of the outer carton at a distance below
the upper edge thereof at least as great as the
height of the walls of the inner carton, where-
by the inner carton may be supported in po-
sition with its walls within the walls of the
outer carton, and flaps integral with the walls
of one of said cartons for closing the top of
the inner carton.

6. In combination, a pair of open top car-

tons formed of flexible sheet material, each

3

including a bottom and four integral up-
wardly projecting sides, one of said cartons
being of less depth than the other and insert-
able therein, integral ledges embossed in the
walls of the outer carton and spaced from the
upper edges thereof a distance at least as
great as the height of the inner carton, where-
by the inner carton, when arranged in the top
of the outer carton, may rest upon the ledges
with its upper edge entirely within the top
of the outer carton and integral flaps ar-
ranged at the upper edges of one of said car-
tons to be folded inwardly over the inner
carton to form a closure for both cartons, the
side walls of the inner carton being arranged
to spring outwardly to engage the inner sur-
faces of the outer carton when arranged in
position in the top thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub-
seribed my name.

GEORGE S. GAYLORD.
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