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(57) Abstract: Provided is an observation device 1 which floats on the ocean surface. The observation device 1 comprises:
one or more sensors 14; a wind power propulsion mechanism 12 that converts wind power to a first propulsion force,
and that can control the direction in which the first propulsion force acts; and a wave power propulsion mechanism 13
that converts wave power to a second propulsion force, and that can control the direction in which the second propulsion
force acts. The position of the observation device 1 after a prescribed amount of time is predicted on the basis of: the first
propulsion force which is determined by the combination of a wind condition and a control state of the observation device
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1; the second propulsion force which is determined by the combination of a wave condition and the control state of the
observation device 1; the wind condition; and the wave condition. If the predicted position deviates beyond an allowable
range from a target, the position of the control device 1 in a state in which the control state of the observation device 1
has been changed is predicted, and an operation on the observation device 1 is determined so that the predicted position
falls within the allowable range from the target.
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