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This invention relates to improvements in

garment supporters and more particularly to
an improvement .0of garment supporters of
the type illustrated in my prior Patent, No.
5 1,387,912, granted August 16, 1921, for gar-
-+ ment supporters. ’
In the construction of the patent above
referred to, an elastic button engaging sup-
port is provided in which the elasticity of
the connection is provided by the button re-
ceiving element. In this structure, however,
the button receiving loop is formed from a
single -piece of material and js accordingly
substantially rigid and if designed for one
size of butiton will not accommeodate buttons

of

other sizes and maintain them in their

applied position. An important .object of
this invention is to modify the structure
shown in this patent so that a single con-
strugtion of -the resilient supporter, such as
illustrated ;in this prior patent, may be
adapted for use with all sizes of buttons or-
dinarily employed with overalls for use in
connection with which the device is prima-

rily intended. .

A further and more specific objté,c_t of the

invention is to provide a button receiving
loop and .a resilient elgs_?lc connection be-
- tween. this button receiving loop and the

sh

oulder or similar strap of the garment

providing means for partially .closing the
upper end of the button -receiving loop
which is yieldable to permit the passage of
the shank of the button and thus permit the
button to engage in the loop.

A further object of the invention is to im-

prove the imanner of attaching the rvesilient
connection - of  the -type illustrated in rmy
jprior patent to the strap.of the garment.

co

These ;and other ,objects I ,attain by the
nstruction .shown ‘in_ the .accompanying

drawings, wherein for the purpose of illus-
tration 1s.shown a preferred .embodiment.of
Iny invention .and swherein :—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a garment

su

pporter -including -a -button engaging .clip

.and support therefor .constructed in accord-
.ance with my inventign

Figure 2:s-a view showingthe reverse side
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of the structure of Figure 1 and illustratin
a supporting clip in the position which it
assumes under tension; . ’

Figure 8 is a sectional view taken through
the holding bar; = L
. Figure 4 is a plan view of the holding

ar. v

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, the numeral 10 indicates a sub-
stantially. U-shaped button receiving loop,
the upper ends of the arms of which are
provided with aligning eyes 11. A support
for this loop is provided comprising a bight
12 having depending arms 13 which con-
verge toward their free ends and are there
provided with eyes 14 arranged in the gen-
eral plane of the loop.” The lower portions
of these eyes are relatively flat, as indicated
at 15,'and .extend through the eyes 11 of the
button receiving loop 10. The bight 12 and
its arms 13 are formed of resilient material
and the lower ends of the arms are normally
spaced to such an extent that the.eyes 11 are

engaged at the outer extremities of the eyes
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14 and accordingly the inner extremities of

the eyes 14 overlie the bight 16 of the but-
ton receiving laop in confronting relation
thereto and tend o engage against and pre-
vent withdrawal of a button shank from this
loop.  Since, however, the arms 13 are resil-
ient, the button shank S may be removed
from this loop by the application of a slight
upward pressure to the button and the but-
ton body B may pass through the space be-
tween the arms 13 at the upper ends there-
.of. . When the button shank has passed, the
arms will again spring together so that the
-eyes again confront the bight of the button
recelving loop 186. ‘
With a butten loop support of this char-
-acter, I employ resilient arms 17 of the type
illustrated in the prior patent above men-
tioned .and these arms, 1n order that they
Inay have the proper resiliency, are attached
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to the .arms 13 adjacent the lower ends :

thereof. A convenient method of providing
this attachment is illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings wherein the upper ends of
the eye portions are continued to -form the
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arms 17. Trom the eye portions, the lower
ends of the resilient arms 17 diverge up-
wardly with substantially the same degree of
divergence as the arms 13 of the U as illus-
trated at 18. The upper ends of these di-
vergent lower portions are bent inwardly to-
ward one another, as at 19, and from the in-
ner ends of the inbent portions again diverge
upwardly and outwardly, as at 20. The up-
per ends of the upwardly and outwardly di-
verging portions are provided with enlarge-
ments 21, the purpose of which will presently
appear.

The numeral 22 designates a supporting
bar which is. provided centrally with a ver-
tical slot 23 and one side wall of the bar has
a diagonally disposed slot 24 which com-
municates with the slot 23 and of such size
that the portions 20 of the arms 17 may be
inserted into the slot 23 therethrough. This
diagonal slot communicates with the slot 23
at a point intermediate its ends and when
the arms 17 are inserted therein, they will,
by reason of their resiliency, sepavate to
opposite ends of the slot so that they do
not align with the slot 24 and will not acci-
dentally pass therethrough. The bar 22 is
arranged within the loop 25 usually pro-
vided in garment straps for the connection
of similar fastenings and is supported by
the bight 26 of this loop. The bight 26
has formed therein an opening 27 through
which the arms 17 may first be inserted.
After the arms have been inserted through
the opening 27, they are passed through the
slot 24 and the attachment is in applied po-
sition. —

As in my prior patent, if any strain is
applied to a button engaged with the loop 16,
the downward movement of the loop will
cause the arms 17 to be drawn through the
slot 23 of the bar 20 and because these-arms
diverge and are resilient, they will yieldably
resist such downward movement. When the
strain is relieved, the arms will move up-
wardly through the slot and will normally
occupy a position, such as shown in solid
lines in Figure 1. It is pointed out that as
the upper ends 21 of the arms 17 approach
one another when they are drawn into the
channel 23, the tension applied will cause
the lower ends of the arms 21 to tend to
separate. This results in the loops or eyes
14 being forced apart. It will, therefore,
be obvious that by grasping the support
and drawing the same downwardly, the eyes
14 are automatically separated so that a but-
ton may be readily disengaged from the but-
ton receiving loop 16. Tt will also be ob-
vious that these resilient eyes 14 will serve not
only to permit the paszage into the button
receiving loop of buttons of varying sizes,
but will also act to prevent accidental disen-
gagement of the button from the loop.
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Since the construction hereinbefore set
forth is obviously capable of a certain range
of change and modification without material-
ly departing from the spirit of the invention,
T do not limit myself to such specific struc-
ture except as hereinafter claimed.

T claim:— ,

1. In a garment supporter, a substantially
U-shaped Dutton recelving loop having eyes
at the upper ends of the arms thereof and a
support therefor comprising a bight having
at the ends thereof arms which converge
toward their free ends, the free ends of the
arms having out-turned portions directed
through the eyes of the button receiving loop
and being normally spaced from one another
a distance such that the eyes of the button
receiving loop are engaged with said out-
turned portions adjacent the outer ends
thereof, the free ends of the out-turned por-
tions being continued to provide upwardly
extending arms, the upper ends of which di-
verge from one another and a strap engag-
ing element having an opening through
which said -arms are directed, said support
and arms being formed of resilient material.

2. In a garment supporter, a substantially
U-shaped button receiving loop having eyes
at the upper ends of the arms thereof and
a support therefor comprising a bight hav-
ing at the ends thereof arms which converge
toward their free ends, the free ends of the
arms having out-turned portions directed
through the eyes of the button receiving
loop and being normally spaced from one
another a distance such that the eyes of the
button receiving loop are engaged with said
out-turned portions adjacent the outer ends
thereof, the free ends of the out-turned por-
tions being continued to provide upwardly
extending arms, the upper ends of which di-
verge from one another and a strap engag-
ing element having an opening through
which said arms ave directed, said support
and arms being formed of resilient material,
said strap engaging element having a di-
agonally disposed slot through the side wall
thereof and communicating with said open-
ing intermediate the ends ﬁiereof to thereby
permit insertion of the arms into the open-
ngs.

3. In a garment supporter, a substantially
U-shaped button receiving loop having eyes
at the upper ends of the arms thereof and 2
support therefor including resilient arms
having their lower ends engaged in said eyes
and including portions projecting over and
partially obstructing the mouth of the but-
ton receiving loop, said portions being trans-
versely chiftable in the eyes of the button
receiving loop to permit unobstructed pas-
sage of a button thereto and means shifting
the portions transversely within the eyes up-
on the application of strain to said loop.
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4. In a garment supporter, a substantially
U-shaped button receiving loop having eyes
at the upper ends of the arms thereof and a
support therefor including resilient arms
having their lower ends engaged in said
eyes and including portions projecting over
and partially obstructing the mouth of the
button receiving loop, a pair of resilient arms
connected with the first named arms imme-

diately adjacent the lower ends thereof and 10

having at their upper ends diverging por-
tions and a support having an opening
through which said diverging portions are
extended.

In testimony whereof I hereunto afﬁx,my 15

signature.

JESSE R. SMITH.




