(12) STANDARD PATENT

(19) AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

(11) Application No. AU 2007297526 B2

(54)

(51)

(21)
(87)
(30)

(31)

(43)

(44)

(71)

(72)

(74)

(56)

Title
Logocons: ad product for brand advertisers

International Patent Classification(s)
G06Q 30/00 (2006.01)

Application No: 2007297526 (22)
WIPO No:  WO08/036488

Priority Data

Number (32) Date
11/532,680 2006.09.18
Publication Date: 2008.03.27

Accepted Journal Date: 2011.12.01

Applicant(s)
Microsoft Corporation

Inventor(s)
Burdick, Brian;Li, Li;Mah, Teresa B.

Agent / Attorney

Date of Filing:  2007.08.20

(33) Country
us

Davies Collison Cave, 1 Nicholson Street, Melbourne, VIC, 3000

Related Art
US 2002/0120505 A1 (HENKIN et al) 29 August 2002




087036488 A 1IN0 00 000 0 0 00 0 0O

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization [ |

Intcrnational Burcau

(43) International Publication Date
27 March 2008 (27.03.2008)

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

) I 0 0 0 OO

(10) International Publication Number

WO 2008/036488 Al

(5D

2

International Patent Classification:
GOG6Q 30/00 (2006.01)

International Application Number:
PCT/US2007/076311

AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BH, BR, BW, BY, BZ, CA, CH,
CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, DE, DK, DM, DO, DZ, EC, EE, EG,
ES, FI, GB, GD, GE, GH, GM, GT, HN, HR, HU, ID, 1L,
IN, IS, JP, KE, KG, KM, KN, KP, KR, KZ, LA, LC, LK,
LR, LS, LT, LU, LY, MA, MD, ME, MG, MK, MN, MW,

(22) International Filing Date: 20 August 2007 (20.08.2007) MX, MY, MZ, NA, NG, NI, NO, NZ, OM, PG, PII, PL,

. . PT, RO, RS, RU, SC, SD, SE, SG, SK, SL, SM, SV, SY,
(25) Filing Language: English TJ, TM, TN, TR, TT, TZ UA, UG, US, UZ, VC, VN, ZA,
(26) Publication Language: English M, ZW.

(30

(7D

(72)

7

(8D

Priority Data:

11/532,680 18 September 2006 (18.09.2006) US

Applicant (for all designated States except US): MI-
CROSOFT CORPORATION [US/US]; One Microsoft
Way, Redmond, Washington 98052-6399 (US).

Inventors: MAH, Teresa B.; c/o Microsoft Corporation
International Patents, One Microsoft Way, Redmond,
Washington 98052-6399 (US). BURDICK, Brian; c/o
Microsoft Corporation International Patents, One Mi-
crosoft Way, Redmond, Washington 98052-6399 (US). LI,
Li; c/o Microsoft Corporation Intcrnational Patents, Onc
Microsoft Way, Redmond, Washington 98052-6399 (US).

Agents: ALLEN, Michacl, B. et al.; Microsoft Corpora-
tion, One Microsoft Way, Redmond, WA 98052-6399 (US).

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of national protection available): AE, AG, AL, AM,

(84)

Designated States (unless otherwise indicated, for every
kind of regional protection available): ARTPO (BW, GH,
GM. KE, LS, MW, MZ, NA, SD, SL, SZ, TZ, UG, ZM,
ZW), Eurasian (AM, AZ, BY, KG, KZ, MD, RU, T], TM),
European (AT, BE, BG, CH, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI,
FR, GB, GR, HU, IE, IS, IT, LT, LU, LV, MC, MT, NL,, PL,
PT, RO, SE, SI, SK, TR), OAPI (BF, BJ, CF, CG, CI, CM,
GA, GN, GQ, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Declarations under Rule 4.17:

as to applicant’s entitlement to apply for and be granted a
patent (Rule 4.17(ii))

as to the applicant’s entitlement to claim the priority of the
earlier application (Rule 4.17(iii))

Published:

with international search report

before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and to be republished in the event of receipt of
amendments

(54) Title: LOGOCONS: AD PRODUCT FOR BRAND ADVERTISERS

EMAL

‘\22ﬂ ‘
1
\ | EMAIL
NE | WORK
PERSONAL
WEB SPACE
\
256

& (57) Abstract: Logocons provide a new online advertising product for brand advertisers. During a computing session especially

with consumer-generated content, brand names may be replaced or supplemented with logocons in web pages, files, documents, or
other online writings as a form of branding. Written information in the computing session is sent to a parsing or searching engine that
searches for particular text corresponding to the brand name. The text is replaced or supplemented with a logocon. A user then views
the enhanced information containing the logocon but has the option of prohibiting the logocon from appearing in the information.
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LOGOCONS: AD PRODUCT FOR BRAND ADVERTISERS

BACKGROUND
[0001] Advertising is very common in the computing environment. Primarily, the
Internet includes many advertisers who use different mechanisms to advertise their
products or services to the public. Because the number of advertisers continues to increase,
advertisers continue to look for more creative ways to showcase their products or services.
10002] In the computing environment, a user has a high probability of encountering
an advertisement. The advertisement may take the form of an unsolicited email or may
appear when a web page is accessed on the Internet. So, the chances are quite high that in a
computing session, the user is likely to encounter a form of advertising. Because of the
proliferation of advertisements, there is a tendency for the advertisement to go unnoticed by
the uscr during the computing scssion.  With this in mind, advertisers would like to find a
creative way to get the user’s attention for their advertisement without turning the user off
from their computing activity and without invading the user’s privacy.
10003] Advertising may take various forms and advertisers have created various
ways to promote their advertisements in the computing environment. For example, paid
search advertising, contextual advertising, and display advertising are some of the types of
advertising that may be encountered on the Internet.
[0004] Paid scarch advertising involves a keyword search and a search engine.
When a uscr inputs a scarch term, the uscr may view the results containing a list of
preferred web sites along with other web sites provided by the search engine. The
preferred web sites usually relate to advertisers or publishers that have paid to have their
web sites shown or placed in a prominent position when search results are returned to the

user. In another context, some search engines may return the search results but list a set of
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advertisers off to the side of the web page with a set of links to web sites that are associated
with the search term.

[0005] Contextual advertising involves showing the user that has accessed a web
page advertising that is related to the web site or related to specific information in the web
site. The idea here is to target specific advertising to the user based on what the user is
viewing at the web site. Out of the view or without the knowledge of the user, computer
software may scan information in the web page and provide advertisements based on the
scanned text of the web page. This form of advertising may include providing a dynamic
sct of advertiscments bascd on the web site provider’s need or desire to provide as many
types of advertisements in a limited-space environment in the web page.

[0006] Display advertising is another form of advertising that usually involves
graphic information as opposed to textual information. The graphic information may
include logos, photographs, and pictures to name a few. Display advertising may come in
two forms, return on investment (ROI) advertising and brand advertising. Both types of
advertising focus on branding, but brand advertising is especially important with
advertisers as they try to develop ways to advertise to users in areas not associated with
advertising. Brand advertising includes various ways to make users aware of products or
services, and the advertiser’s brand, to help increase sales of the products or services.
[0007] Brand advertisers contribute a large amount of revenue in the advertising
business. However, it is difficult to target display brand advertising on some web sites
because these web sites may host consumer-generated content (i.e. email, blog, community
sites). The problem is that these web sites do not offer domain-specific content unlike
some web sites that focus on a specific topic or area like MSN AUTOS and MSN MONEY
websites provided by the Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Washington.

[0008] Because advertisers are eager to provide as much information to the public,

cspecially in the Internet, advertiscrs arc willing to pay to provide their advertiscments in
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web pages, emails, or any other computing environment. In many cases, advertisers pay
on a cost per thousand (CPM) basis. This basis may include “how many clicks occur on an
advertisement shown in a web page” or “how many times users visited a particular web
site from a link on a web page.” In any case, advertisers are looking for more creative
ways to get their products or services to the user without the usual clicks on an
advertisement or monitoring of traffic volume. Therefore, a solution is needed that would
give advertisers a way to brand their products or services beyond the capabilities that exist
today. The solution should include various forms of the computing environment such as
the Internet, email, and computer applications. It should also include consumer-generated
content. It is desired to provide one or more parts of this solution, or at least provide a

useful alternative.

SUMMARY

[0009] The Summary is provided to introduce a selection of concepts in a simplified
form that are further describad below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify Key features or essential features of the claimed subject matter, nor is it
intended to be used to limit the scope of the claimed subject matter.
[0010] Emtodiments of the present invention provide one or more computer-readable
media containing thereon computer-readable code that is executed to perform a method for
providing a logocon in a computing envirorment, the method comprising:

receiving a set of information at a computing device, wherein the set of information
is selected from a group including an email, a web page, a file, a document, and an online
vriting, and wherein the computing device is a server;

locating one or more occurrences of a text in the set of information;
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at least one of replacing the one or more occurrences of the text respectively with
one or more logocons or placing the one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more
occurrences of the text, wherein the logocon is a logo icon that replaces or follows text,
and the logo icon has a relationship to the text;

providing the set of information to 1) a display, or 2) one or more client computing
devices, with the one or more logocons embedded in the set of information, wherein the
one or more logocons are displayed with the set of information; and

resizing the one or more logocons to coincide with the set of information.
[0011] Embodiments of the present invention also provide a computer system having
a processor and a memory, the computer system operable to execute a method for
providing a logocon in a computing environment, the method comprising:

receiving a set of information at a computing device, wherein the set of information
is selected from a group including an email, a web page, a file, a document, and an online
writing, and wherein the computing device is a server;

locating one cr more occurrences of a texi in the set of information;

at least one of replacing the one or more occurrences of the text respectively with
one or more logocons or placing the one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more
occurrences of the text, wherein the logocon is a logo icon that replaces or foilows text,
and the logc icon has a relationship to the text;

providing the set of information to 1) a display, or 2) one or more client computing
devices, with the one or more logocons embedded in the set of information wherein the
one or more logocons are displayed with the set of information; and

resizing the one or more logocons to coincide with the set of information.
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[0012] Embodiments of the present invention also provide a computer system having
a processor and a memory, the computer system operable to execute a method for
displaying a logocon in a web page, comprising:

communicating with a web server;

configuring the web server to associate a text with a logocon, wherein the logocon
is a logo icon that replaces or follows text, and the logo icon has a relationship to the text;

providing for an access of the web page with a browser at a client computing
device;

displaying the web page with a set of logocons wherein the web server replaces one
or more occurrences of the text in the web page with one or more logocons, or places the
one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more occurrences of the text in the web
page,

communicating with the client computing device; and

resizing the one or more logocons to coincide with one or more text in the web

page.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

{0013] Preferred embodiments of the present invention are hereafter described, by

way of non-limiting example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

{0014] FIG. 1 is an exemplary operating environment suitable for praciicing an
embodirnent of the present invention;
[0015) FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exempiary brand advertising environment

using logocons when practicing an embodiment of the present invention;
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[0016] FIGS. 3A and 3B are block diagrams of exemplary Internet advertising
environments using logocons when practicing an embodiment of the present invention;
[0017] FIG. S is a block diagram of exemplary email messages provided when
implementing an embodiment of the present invention;

[0018] FIG. S is a flowchart of an exemplary process for providing a logocon in a
computing environment when implementing an embodiment of the present invention; and
[0019] FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an exemplary process for displaying a logocon in a

web page when implementing an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] Various embodiments of the invention include a media and system for
providing logocons in a computing environment and for displaying iogocons in a web
page. The detailed description and drawings should not be read to limit the invention to
the specific embodiments. Rather, these specifics are provided for explanatory purposes.
{0020A] In a first aspect, information such as a document, email, blog, or irstant
message is received at a computing device. Computer software located on the computing
device or elsewhere searches the information for pre-defined text. When the text is located
in the information, either a logocon replaces the text or the logocon is placed next to the
text in the information. The information is then provided to a display of the computing
device or provided to ancther computirg device with the logocons embedded in the
information. When a user encounters the information, the user may view the logocons in
the information.

[0020B]  In another aspect, a logocon is displayed in a web page. A browser, web

server, or a first computing device is configured to associate text with a logocon. A user
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accesses the web page at a second computing device. When the user views the web page,
the computer software in either the browser, web server, or the first computing device
operates to replace pre-defined text located in the web page with a logocon or operates to
place a logocon next to the located pre-defined text in the web page. The user views the
view web page with the embedded logocons.

[0021] Exemplary Operating Environment

[0022] Referring to FIG. 1 in particular, an exemplary operating environment for
implementing the present invention is shown and designated generally as computing
device 100. Computing device 100 is but one example of a suitable computing
environment and is not intended to suggest any limitation as to the scope of use or
functionality of the invention. Neither should the computing-environment 100 be
interpreted as having any dependency or requirement relating to any one or conbination of
components illustrated.

[0023] The inveniion may be described in the general context of computer code or
machine-useable instructions, including coimputer-executable instructious such as pregram
modules, being executed by a computer or other machine, such as a personal data assistant
or other handheld device. Generally, program modules including routines, prograimns,
objects, components, data structurss, etc., refer to code that performs particular tasks or
implements particular abstract data types. The invention may be practiced in a variety of
system configuratious, including hand-held devices, consumer electrenics, general-purpose

computers, more specialty computing devices, etc.
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[0024] With reference to FIG. 1, computing device 100 includes a bus 110 that
directly or indirectly couples the following devices: memory 112, one or more processors

114, one or more presentation components 116, input/output ports 118, input/output
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components 120, and an illustrative power supply 122. Bus 110 represents what may be
one or more busses (Such as an address bus, data bus, or combination thereof). Although
the various blocks of FIG. 1 are shown with lines for the sake of clarity, in reality,
delineating various components is not so clear, and metaphorically, the lines would more
accurately be grey and fuzzy. For example, one may consider a presentation component
such as a display device to be an I/O component. Also, processors have memory. We
recognize that such is the nature of the art and reiterate that the diagram of FIG. 1 is merely
illustrative of an exemplary computing device that can be used in connection with one or
morc cmbodiments of the present invention.  Distinction is not made between such

P ENT

categories as “workstation,” “server,” “laptop,” “hand-held device,” etc., as all are
contemplated within the scope of FIG. 1 and reference to “computing device.”

[0025] Computing device 100 typically includes a variety of computer-readable
media. By way of example, and not limitation, computer-readable media may comprise
Random Access Memory (RAM); Read Only Memory (ROM); Electronically Erasable
Programmable Read Only Memory (EEPROM); flash memory or other memory
technologies; CDROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical or holographic media;
magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices,
carrier wave or any other medium that can be used to encode desired information and be
accessed by computing device 100.

[0026] Memory 112 includes computer-storage media in the form of volatile and/or
nonvolatile memory. The memory may be removable, non-removable, or a combination
thercof. Exemplary hardware devices include solid-state memory, hard drives, optical-disc
drives, etc. Computing device 100 includes one or more processors that read data from
various entities such as memory 112 or I/O components 120. Presentation component(s)

116 present data indications to a user or other device. Exemplary presentation components

include a display device, speaker, printing componcnt, vibrating componcnt, cte. /0 ports
6 of 22
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118 allow computing device 100 to be logically coupled to other devices including I/0O
components 120, some of which may be built in. Tllustrative components include a
microphone, joystick, game pad, satellite dish, scanner, printer, wireless device, etc.

[0027] Many different arrangements of the various components depicted, as well as
components not shown, are possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention. Embodiments of the present invention will be described with the intent
to be illustrative rather than restrictive. Alternative embodiments will become apparent to
those skilled in the art that do not depart from its scope. A skilled artisan may develop
alternative means of implementing improvements without departing from the scope of the
present invention.

[0028] To help explain the invention without obscuring its functionality, an
embodiment will now be referenced. Although the present invention can be employed in
connection with a computing-network environment, it should not be construed as limited to
the exemplary applications provided here for illustrative purposes.

[0029] Logocons

[0030] A logocon is a logo icon that replaces or follows a brand or product name in
text form with a brand or product logo. The logocon is an advertising product that can be
used by brand advertisers to enhance brand recognition of their products or services. The
idea is that the logocon may be embedded into consumer-generated content. The size of
the logocon may vary according to the size of the remaining text that exists where the
logocon is located. To further describe logocons and their use in brand advertising, several
figures will be discussed below in detail.

[0031] In FIG. 2, an exemplary brand advertising environment 200 using logocons
is shown with a computing device 205 logically connected to servers 210 and 215. Server
210 contains an email 220 created by a user at computing device 205 while server 215

provides a blog 225 that was created by the user at computing device 205. Servers 210 and
7 0f 22
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215 may be connected to a storage device 230 or another server 235. Servers 210 and 215
may communicate across the Internet 240. The Internet 240 shows a logical connection to
a server 245 which sends an email 250 to a computing device 255 containing another user.
10032] FIG. 2 illustrates various ways to perform brand advertising using logocons.
For example, without logocons, server 210 contains email 220 for the user at computing
device 205. With logocons, computer software in server 210 connected to storage device
230 scans the email generated by the user at computing device 205 and replaces pre-
determined text in the email with a logocon. Storage device 230 provides a table of
information that associatcs a sct of text with a sct of logocons. The cmbedding of the
logocon may occur while the user is typing the email or may occur when the user sends the
email to a recipient.
[0033] Another embodiment of the present invention includes server 210 connected
to server 235. Server 210 may be an email server while server 235 may provide a parsing
or searching activity that scans the email genecrated by the user to replace the pre-
determined text with the logocon. Storage device 230 connects to server 235 in this
embodiment. Server 210 may send the email to server 235 to perform the parsing or
searching activity and then return the results to server 210. Server 235 may use the table of
information in storage device 230 where texts are associated with logocons. When the
updated email is received from server 233, server 210 either updates the email as the user is
typing or saves an updated copy of the email at computing device 205 when the user sends
the email. As a result, server 210 sends the email 220 to the recipient with the logocons
embedded therein.
[0034] As shown in FIG. 2, email 220 may traverse a network, like the Internet 240,
to a destination server 245. From server 245, the email is sent, now known as email 250, to
the recipient at computing device 255. Email 220 and email 250 may be the same.

However, the rccipicnt at computing device 255 may not want to rcccive cmails with
8of22
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embedded logocons. As such, the recipient at computing device 255 may activate
computer software that allows the logocons to be removed from the email or allows the
original text to be placed back in the email. The recipient may activate this computer
software as part of the email itself, an email service, or a third party computer software that
may manipulate logocons. In either case, if the recipient turns off the feature or option to
receive logocons, email 220 will be different from email 250.

[0035] Continuing with FIG. 2, the user at computing device 205 may have a
personal web space that contains blog 225. The personal web space could reside on server
215. Similar to cmail 220, as thc uscr types information into blog 225, logocons may
appear in text. The logocons may appear in real-time while the user is typing or may
appear when blog 225 is saved. Server 215 may function to provide a personal web space
like MYSPACE from Myspace Incorporated of Santa Monica, California. Personal web
spaces allows the user to keep a web log or online diary of information. The information
may be saved to server 215 or it may be saved to computing device 205 with intermittent
communications with server 215.

[0036] When the user types information in blog 225, server 215 may include
computer software that parses blog 225 to locate specific text. Given the connection to
storage device 230, server 215 may replace the specific text with a logocon based on the
table that is located in storage device 230. As discussed above, server 215 may pass
information in blog 225 to server 235 in order to have the parsing or searching function
performed at server 235. Again, storage device 230 may provide a database function to
hold a table of information or other information related to the logocons.

[0037] As shown in FIG. 2, various components may be used when implementing
different embodiments of the present invention. Depending on the goal of the implementer,
the components in FIG. 2 may be arranged differently. However, the current illustration

shows the possibilitics for handling both cmails and blogs.
90f22
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[0038] Now turning to FIGS. 3A and 3B, exemplary Internet advertising
environments 300 and 350 using logocons are shown. Environment 300 shows a server
305 with a web page 310. Web page 310 is accessed by a browser 315 located in a
computing device 320. Computing device 320 is connected to a computing device 325.
Computing device 325 may manipulate computer software in computing device 320 or may
manipulate features of browser 315.

[0039] Environment 350 shows a server 355 connected to another server 360.
Server 355 provides a web page 365 which may be accessed by browser 370. Browser 370
is locatcd at a computing device 385.

[0040] Environments 300 and 350 are very similar. Both environments provide
Internet advertising using logocons. In environment 300, web page 310 is manipulated by
computing device 325 when browser 315 accesses web page 310. In one embodiment,
computer software in computing device 320 or computing device 325 may parse or search
for text in web page 310 to replace the text with a logocon. This action occurs while the
web page is loading in browser 315 or it may occur through an update of web page 310
once it is loaded with browser 315 at computing device 320. There are various ways to
manipulate web page 310 in order to replace targeted text with logocons. Some of the
ways include real-time changes to the web page while others may wait until the web page is
completely loaded before the parsing or searching actions occurs. Environment 300
illustrates that the parsing or searching action occurs when the web page is beginning to
load with browser 315 or when the web page is completely loaded at browser 315.

[0041] In environment 350, server 355 operates with server 360 to change text into
logocons or add logocons to the text. Once the change occurs, the web page appears at
computing device 385 with the logocons.

[0042] It is important to note with FIGS. 2-3, an implementer can implement the

various cmbodiments of the present invention with different output results. For cxamplc, in
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some embodiments, text is searched in a set of information, removed from the set of
information, and replaced with a logocon. In other embodiments, text may be searched in
the set of information followed by the logocon being placed in proximity to the text. From
this discussion, the implementer has different ways to display the logocons. The various
embodiments along with the various ways to display the logocons provides flexibility to the
implementer.

[0043] With environments 300 and 350, computing device 325 and server 360
contain parsing engines whereby information from web pages 310 and 365 may be passed
to computing device 325 and scrver 360 in order to make the changes to the text. However,
computing device 325 and server 360 include other software that directly manipulates web
pages 310 and 365 in order to accomplish the same task of changing text into logocons or
adding logocons with identified text. The idea here is to illustrate that logocons may be
provided in a real-time action involving web page 310 or may be provided in a delayed
action similar to a manual update of the web page.

[0044] In FIG. 4, exemplary email messages 400 arc shown with messages 410,
420, and 430. Exemplary email messages 400 illustrates the outputs of the actions
discussed in FIGS. 2-3. Message 410 illustrates an ordinary email message sent from
Friend to Buddy. Without implementing an embodiment of the present invention or
implementing the embodiment with the logocon feature turned off, an ordinary email
message is delivered to the recipient with no change to the email. However, upon
implementing an embodiment of the present invention, message 420 illustrates that the text
MSN changes to logocon 425. The text MSN is completely replaced by logocon 425, In
another embodiment of the present invention, message 430 illustrates that the text MSN
changes to text MSN plus icon 435. Rather than replacing the text, icon 435 is added in

proximity to the text MSN. In this case, icon 435 follows the text MSN.
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[0045] As shown in FIG. 4, an advertiser may correlate various text to various
logocons. In some cases, the same text may correlate to several logocons. Additional
computer software may be used to coordinate text with several logocons. Logocons may
be selected depending on such things as the type of computing activity, the time of day, or
the location of the text to name a few. For example, as seen with logocons 425 and 435,
the text MSN correlates to both logocons but were used in different embodiments of the
present invention. However, logocons 425 and 435 could be stored in storage device 230
in the table entry. The computer software could select logocon 425 for all first encounters
of the text MSN and could sclect logocon 435 for all subscquent encounters of the text
MSN. It is up the advertiser to determine the implementation strategy for the logocons.
[0046] In FIG. 5, a process for providing a logocon in a computing environment is
provided in a method 500. In a step 510, information is received at a server. The
information could be an email such as email 220, a blog such as blog 225, or web pages
310 and 365. The server could be server 210, server 215, computing device 325, or server
360. In a step 520, the information is searched or parsed for the occurrences of a text. This
searching or parsing activity occurs at the server. In a step 530, for each located text, a
logocon is placed in the position of the located text. In a step 540, for each located text, the
logocon is placed next to the text. Once the logocon is embedded in the information, the
information may be provided to a display device for viewing or may be provided to another
computing device. For example, with a web page, a user may view the information with
the logocon on the screen of the computing device. With an email, the user may send the
information with the logocon to a recipient at another computing device. The logocon may
be viewed by the user or may be viewed by the recipient which is step 560.

[0047] Turning now to FIG. 6, a process for displaying a logocon in a web page is
shown in a method 600. In a step 610, communications occur between web server 305 or

353, a first computing dcvice (computing device 325 or scrver 360), or a sccond computing
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device (computing device 320 or 385). It is not mandatory that communications occur
between all three devices. In a step 620, web browser 315 or 370, web server 305 or 355,
or the first computing device (325 or 360) may be configured to associate texts with
logocons. For example, brand names of products or services may be associated with brand
logos. Although not discussed in the method, a database may be connected to one or more
of the devices in order to store a table of data containing the association of texts to
logocons. In a step 630, a mechanism to access web page 310 or 365 with web browser
315 or 370 is provided at the second computing device (320 or 385). In a step 640, either
wcb browscr 315 or 370, web server 305 or 355, or the first computing device (325 or 360)
may be used to replace the text in web page 310 or 365 with logocons. In a step 650, rather
than replacing the text with logocons, the logocons are placed near the text in web page 310
or 365. In a step 660, a display of web page 310 or 365 with logocons is provided.
10048| Remembering that logocons may be used to replace consumer-generated
content that contains a product’s or service’s brand name, a scenario using HOTMAIL
from the Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Washington and PEPSI from PepsiCo
Incorporated of Purchase, New York is provided in illustrating the point further. In
HOTMAIL, a user types an email to a friend containing the following text, “Barbeque at
my place Saturday for lunch. Can you bring some Pepsi?” The word “Pepsi” would get
replaced or followed subsequently with Pepsi’s logo, but as a logocon that has a size
relative to the size of the surrounding text.

10049] In addition to the discussions above, some general information about
logocos may be found. Logocons may be embedded into information, files, documents, or
writings as links or clickable items. A click on the logocon may send the user to the
advertiser’s web site or another web page as an example. The user could also turn off a
feature or option that allows logocons to be embedded in the user’s generated content. A

rceipient of an cmail may also have the turn on and turn off featurc or option as well to stop
13 of 22
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changes from occurring to received email. In some cases, an implementer of an
embodiment of the present invention may restrict the automatic appearance of logocons in
information but provide, for example, a small icon or action indicator that appears above or
below the text in the information. The user may click on the indicator to display the
logocon as a hovering image providing to the user the option of either selecting the logocon
with a click or removing the logocon, keeping the original text.

[0050] An implementer of an embodiment of the present invention may use various
computer software to include other considerations for the implementation. For example,
the implementer may restrict the number of logocons that could appear in consumcr-
generated text. The implementer may incorporate policy statements or other procedures
that could restrict the use of logocons if the entire information or context is unfavorable to
the brand name or owner. For example, if the brand name was used in a derogatory
manner, computer software could be implemented with the searching or parsing process to
prohibit the use of the logocon. In yet another consideration, the implementer may include
computer software that intelligently identifies the proper context for words that are spelled
the same as a brand name but containing different meanings. The computer software
would have to identify when to provide a logocon for the brand name.

[0051] Logocons are a creative way for brand advertisers to achieve greater brand
recognition online. Publishers can make use of web sites containing consumer-generated
content which were previously undesirable or inaccessible. Publishers can incorporate
various pricing models such as incorporating a pricing model on a “pay per occurrence”
basis where the advertisers pay each time a logocon is shown.

[0052] The prior discussion is for illustrative purposes to convey exemplary
embodiments. The steps discussed in FIGS. 5 and 6 may be executed without regards to
order. Some steps may be omitted and some steps may be executed at a different time than

shown. For cxample, stcp 540 may be cxccuted before step 530, and step 650 may be
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executed before step 640. The point here is to convey that the figures are merely
exemplary for the embodiments of the present invention and that other embodiments may
be implemented. It will be understood that certain features and sub-combinations are of
utility and may be employed without reference to other features and sub-combinations and
are contemplated within the scope of the claims.

[0053] As shown in the above scenarios, the present invention may be implemented in
various ways. From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that, although specific
embodiments of the invention have been described herein for purposes of illustration,
various modifications may be made without deviating from the spirit and scope of the
invention. Accordingly, the invention is not limited except as by the appended claims.
[0054])  Throughout this specification and the claims which follow, unless the context
requires otherwise, the word “comprise”, and variations such as “comprises” and
“comprising”, wiil be understood to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or step or group
of integers or steps but not the exclusion of any other integer or step or group of integers or
steps.

[0GSS) The reference in this specification to any prior publication (or information
derived from it), or to any matter which is known, is not, and should not be taken as an
acknowledgment or admission or any form of suggestion that that prior publication (or
information derived from it) or known matter forms part of the common general

knowiedge in the field of endeavour to which this specitication relates.
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. One or more computer-readable media containing thereon computer-readable code |
that is executed to perform a method for providing a logocon in a computing environment,
the method comprising:

receiving a set of information at a computing device, wherein the set of information
is selected from a group including an email, a web page, a file, a document, and an online
writing, and wherein the computing device is a server;

locating one or more occurrences of a text in the set of information;

at least one of replacing the one or more occurrences of the text respectively with
one or more logocons or placing the one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more
occurrences of the text, wherein the logocon is a logo icon that replaces or follows text,
and the logo icon has a relationship to the text;

providing the set of information to 1) a display, or 2) one or more client computing
devices, with the one or more logocons embedded in the set of information, wherein the
one or more logocons are displayed with the set of information; and

resizing the one or more logocois to coincide with the set of information.

2. The media of claim 1, further comprising associating the text with the logocon in a

table of information in a storage device. wherein the storage device communicates with the
computing device or the storage device communicates with another computing device that

cemmunicates with the computing cevice, and wherein the another computing device is

another server.
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3. The media of claim 2, wherein the computing device includes a parsing engine to

locate the one or more occurrences of the text.

4, The media of claim 2, wherein receiving the set of information at the computing
device comprises at least one of:

receiving a blog at a server wherein the set of information is the blog and the
computing device is the server wherein the biog is received when a user types an entry or
saves the entry;

receiving the email at an email server wherein the set of information is the email
and the computing device is the email server; and

receiving an instant message at 2 message server wherein the set of information is

the instant message and thc computing device is the message server.

5. The media of claim 4, wherein providing the email comprises at least one of

providing a preview email to a sender of the emaii or providing the email tc a recipient.

6. The media of claim S, further comprising receiving an indicatior from the recipient

of the email to not allow a dispiay of the one or more lcgocons.

7. A computer system having a processor and a memory, the computer systemn
operable to execute a method for providing a logocon in @ computing environment, the

method comprising:
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receiving a set of information at a computing device, wherein the set of information

is selected from a group including an email, a web page, a file, a document, and an online
writing, and wherein the computing device is a server;
locating one or more occurrences of a text in the set of information;

at least one of replacing the one or more occurrences of the text respectively with

one or more logocons or placing the one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more

occurrences of the text, wherein the logocon is a logo icon that replaces or follows text,

and the logo icon has a relationship to the text;

providing the set of information to 1) a display, or 2) one or more client computing

devices, with the cne or more logocons embedded in the set of information wherein the
one or more logocons are displayed with the set of information; and

resizing the one or more logocons to coincide with the set of information.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein receiving the set of informatioun at the computing
device comprises at least one of*

receiving a blog at a server wherein the set of infennation is the blog and the
computing device is the server wherein the blog is received when a user types an entry or
saves the entry;

receiving the email at an email server wherein the set of information is the cmail
and the computing device is the ernail server; and

receiving an instant message at a inessage server wherein the set of information is

the instant message and the computing device is the message server.
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9. The system of claim 8, wherein providing the email comprises at least one of

providing a preview email to a sender of the email or providing the email to a recipient.

10.  The system of claim 7, further comprising receiving an action at the display or the
one or more computing devices from a mouse pointer or a user selection selecting the

logocon in the set of information wherein a new web page is displayed.

11. A computer system having a processor and a memory, the computer system
operable to execute a method for displaying a logocon in a web page, comprising:

communicating with a web server;

configuring the web server to associate a text with a logocon, wherein the logecon
is a logo icon that replaces or follows text, and the logo icon has a relationship to the text;

providing for an access of the web page with a browser at a client computing
device;

displaying the web page with a set of logocens wherein the web ssrver replaces one
or mere occurrences of the text in the web page with one or more logocons, or places the
one or more logocons in proximity to the one or more occurrences of the text in the web
page;

communicating with the client computing device; and

resizing the one or more logocons to coincide with one or more text in the web

page.
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12.  The system of claim 11, further comprising providing an option with the web page

to allow or not allow the display of the one or more logocons in the web page.

13. A computer readable media substantially as hereinbefore described, with reference

to the accompanying drawings.

14. A computer system substantially as hereinbefore described, with reference to the

accompanying drawings.
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