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(54) Title: HEAT AND MOISTURE EXCHANGER ADAPTER FOR CLOSED SUCTION CATHETER ASSEMBLY AND SYS-
TEM HAVING IMPROVED CATHETER CLEANING

(57) Abstract: An endotracheal suction catheter apparatus (10) is
provided. The apparatus (10) includes a distal end that is configured
for allowing a catheter (12) to be moved through the distal end
and into the respiratory tract of a patient. The distal end defines a
cleaning chamber where the catheter may be cleaned. A flap (20)
is located in the distal end and is located on one end of the cleaning
chamber (28). The flap effects fluid flow within the cleaning
chamber during cleaning of the catheter. A connection member (32)
is present and is attached to the distal end. The connection member
is configured for releasably engaging a heat and moisture exchanger
(38) so that the catheter may be advanced through the distal end into
the heat and moisture exchanger.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claim : 1

An endotracheal suction apparatus comprising a catheter, a
distal end having a cleaning chamber, a valve in said distal
end, a port, a wiper seal, a connection member, an opening
member, a cap, a shipping plug, a first fitting, a sheath, a
second fitting and a pressure valve.

2. Claims: 2-16

An endotracheal suction catheter apparatus comprising a
catheter, a distal end having a cieaning chamber, a flap
valve, wherein when a distal end of the catheter is in said
cleaning chamber and negative pressure is applied to said
catheter said flap is urged towards said catheter, a
connection member and an opening member.

3. Claims: 17-19

A shipping plug for use with a an endotracheal suction
catheter apparatus.

4. Claims: 20-28

An endotracheal suction apparatus comprising a distal end
having a cleaning chamber, a flap located in said distal end
and a connection member.
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