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To all whom it inval? conce77: 
Be it known that I, HENRY B. SKEELE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Sa 
Vannah, in the county of Chatham and State 
of Georgia, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Roofing - Tiles, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to that class of tiles 

which interlock with one another at their up 
per, lower, and lateral edges; and my present 
invention consists in improvements upon a 
tile of this character constituting the subject 
matter of Letters Patent of the United States 
No. 607,489, granted July 19, 1898. 
The aforesaid patented tile is of that type 

which comprises a flat portion and a roll por 
tion, both extending longitudinally of the tile, 
said flat and roll portions overlapping at their 
lower ends the corresponding portions of an 
other similar tile lying next therebelow, the 
peculiar formation of the tiles preventing 
their being laid in such a way as to break 
joints. Such being the case, it becomes es 
sential to provide the tiles along their over 
lapping margins with gutters or channels 
adapted to drain off such water as works or 
beats in between the overlapping margins; 
and my invention has for its object to im 
prove the formation of the upper channeled 
margin of the roll portion of the tile through 
a construction thereof which will present a 
substantially vertical shoulder-partition rest 
ing upon the upper edge of the next laterally 
adjacent tile overlaid thereby, and thus pre 
sent a barrier to the admission of water at 
the joint existing at that point, which has 
heretofore been merely covered by the lower 
end of the superjacent tile, but has been oth 
erwise unprotected against the entrance be 
neath the tiles of moisture, such as is occa 
sioned by a rain-storm beating against the 
lower overlapping ends of the successive rows 
of tiles. 
To these ends my invention consists in an 

interlocking roofing-tile having the peculiari 
ties of form and construction substantially 
as hereinafter described, and more particu 
larly pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a top plan view of a group of interlocking tiles 
having my improvements embodied therein 
and arranged as in service on the roof of a 

building. Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of 
an individual tile. Fig. 3 is a perspective 
view illustrating principally the upper sur 
face of a tile and shown with its upper end 
nearest the observer, and Fig. 4 is a cross 
sectional view through a pair of laterally ad 
jacent and interlocked tiles. 

Referring to the drawings, 5 indicates the 
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bottom thereof and occupying substantially 
half the lateral extent of the tile, and 6 indi 
cates the roll portion into which the flat por 
tion 5 merges, said roll portion being narrow 
est at the upper end of the tile and gradually 
widening toward the lower end, while the flat 
portion 5 is inversely shaped, being widest at 
the upper end and gradually narrowing to 
ward the lower end. Along and across the 
upper surface of the tile at its upper end ex 
tend a pair of parallel tongues 7 and 8, con 
stituting walls of a transverse channel 9, and 
along the upper left-hand margin of the tile, 
as shown in Fig. 1, extend a similar pair of 
tongues 10 and 11, forming between them a 
longitudinal channel 12. It will be observed 
that the tongue 8 extends across and closes 
the upper end of the longitudinal channel 12; 
but the tongue 11 terminates at its junction 
with the tongue 8, leaving the channel 9 un 
obstructed the entire width of the upper end 
of the tile, except as it is abbreviated at the 
right - hand end, as hereinafter more par 
ticularly described, but having no commu 
nication with channel 12. The channels 9 
and 12, with their containing - walls thus 
formed, constitute the interlocking mem 
bers or elements of the tile that are located 
on its upper surface. As will be seen by 
reference to the bottom plan view, Fig. 2, 
the tile is equipped on the two remaining 
margins thereof on its under surface with 
similar and coöperating interlocking ele 
ments. These consist of a rib or tongue 13, 
having a shoulder 13 extending longitudi 
nally of the roll portion adjacent to and par 
allel with the overlapping curl 14 of said roll 
portion and with the latter forming a chan 
nel 15, which channel is adapted to receive 
the tongue 11 of the underlying edge of the 
next laterally adjacent tile, as plainly shown 
in Fig. 4, while the tongue 13 lies within the 
channel 12, its inner shoulder 13 resting upon 

flat portion of the tile, extending from top to 
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and making a joint with the top edge of the 
tongue 10. Across the lower end of the un 
der side of the tile extend a pair of parallel 
tongues 16 and 17, forming between them a 
channel 18. When the tiles are laid in inter 
locking position upon the roof, the channel 
18 is entered by the tongue 8 of the next un 
derlying tile, while the tongue 17 interfits 
with the channel 9 of the next underlying 
tile. It will thus be seen that when the tiles 
are laid in operative position upon the roof 
each and every tile is positively engaged on 
all four sides thereof with the adjacent edges 
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of the four immediately-surrounding tiles, 
and it will be further observed that when thus 
laid the right-hand longitudinal edge and the 
lower edge of each tile is exposed, while the 
tongued and channeled upper edge and left 
hand longitudinal edge are covered and pro 
tected. 
Extending across the under surface of the 

roll portion 6 of the tile is a lug 19, through 
the agency of which the tile is wired to the 
roof, and 20 indicates a rib extending across. 
the upper end of the under surface of the tile, 
which rests against the cleats of the roof. 

In the tile of my former patent, above re 
ferred to the upper right-hand corner of each 
tile is notched in order to accommodate the 
lower left-hand-corner portion of the diago 
nally adjacent tile in the next row above; but 
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this construction left a certain vertical space 
between the elevated abbreviated end of the 
upper transverse channel portion and the un 
derlying edge portion of the next laterally ad 
jacent tile through which water readily found 
its way beneath the tiles whenever the tile 
covering of the roof happened to be subject 
ed to the action of a slanting or oblique rain, 
tending to beat in under the lower ends of 
the tiles. 
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The object of my present improvement is 
to provide a construction which shall afford 
a barrier against the introduction of water at 
this point, and this I accomplish by giving to 
the elevated and abbreviated end of the up 
per channeled margin of the tile a downward 
extension to a point flush with the shoulder 
13, which extension (indicated in the draw 
ings at 21) constitutes a vertical partition be 
tween the joint formed at the meeting-corner 
of any four adjacent tiles and the under sur 
face of the upper end of the lower left-hand 
tile of the quartet. 
I claim 
1. A substantially rectangular tile of the 

character specified comprising longitudinal 
flat and roll portions, the upper outer margin 
of the roll portion being cut short of the full 
width of the tile and at its abbreviated end 
provided with a substantially vertical parti 
tion extending below the under surface of 
said roll portion, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

2. A substantially rectangular tile of the 
character specified, comprising longitudinal 
flat and roll portions and having tongue-and 
groove interlocking devices along opposite 
margins of its upper and under surfaces, re 
spectively, the marginal interlocking devices 
disposed across the top surface of the upper 
end of the tile terminating short of the full 
width of the roll portion and at their abbre 
viated end provided with a substantially ver 
tical partition extending down to the level of 
the interlocking devices on the under side of 
the roll portion, substantially as and for the 
purpose described. 

HENRY B. SKEELE. 
Witnesses: 

JOHN R. CASE, 
S. S. FLEMING. 
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